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       NEW YORK Cl

       Vs

       Preface

       e    *   '   "    ,

       i

       x m the preface*to the Lives of the

       Lindsays that  "  Every family should ^ave a record of its own. Each has its peculiar spirit running through

       •  •"—*

       the whole line> and in more or less development, perceptible in every generation. We do not love our. kindred for their glory or -tJceir genius, but for their, .domestic affections and private'virtues. An affectienate regard to their memory is natural-to' the heart.: it :  is an emotion totally distinct from -pride — an ideaL love. Our ancestors, it is true, are denied to oiir 'personal acquaintance, but the light they shed during their lives survives within their tombs, and will reward our search if we explore them:'

       Encouraged by these wise ivords, I am emboldened to lay before the public the results of my researches into the lives of the women who, by their industry, their courage, and their piety, helped to create a colony in the New World, and I have followed out the history (as far as was possible) to their descendants of the third and fourth generation. The information contained in this volume was culled from various sources, many of them not open to the public, such as private family papers to whicJi I have fortunately had access, and some of which

       •"**•»'• v-,,,,,

       r  *

       ~

       Preface   4

       I had inherited, they having been lain aside by an older member of the family with the  view  of compiling a family history, which was never accomplished. Family traditions have been u*ed which have always been given for what they are worth and always noted, histories were consulted that have been long out of print, and are now to be found only on the back shelves of some old-fashioned library, as well as those that are commonly known and often consulted by the public. All of these I have woven into a web. If the pattern is not clear, or the colors are not properly assorted, li must be excused, as being the  work  of a woman, done in a womanly way, from a woman s point of view.  •'

       History is generally 'written by men, ivho dwell on politics, wars, and the exploits of their sex. Household affairs, women s influence, social customs and manners, are seldom chronicled, and are only to be discovered underlying what are deemed the important events of life, more by inference than from anytJLing that is actually written about them.

       This conglomerate Jiistory of the lives of the dames of Mana-ha-ta has been compiled with infinite difficulty, owing to the scanty data that have been preserved concerning them. It was customary to destroy all letters that dealt with family life, particularly anything concerning the women of the family, as if in their lives and daily occupations there was something  to  be ashamed of.

       Preface

       Volumes of letters and trunks full of bundles of old papers have been preserved in many families, but in all those that I have laboriously studied, I have not foimd more than about a dozen written by women; b^lt those were  filled with interesting details, and were far more valuable to the historian than those of the men of the day, wJiich were on dry business affairs that might have been of importance at the time, but are of no value now, and make one wonder why they were preserved. Among them are sometimes provoking references to family affairs that excite the curiosity  without  gratifying it, although there vmst have been as much to say of the women of the past as there is of the women of the present or of the future. The life of the  "  Goede Vrouw of Mana-ha-ta  "  was written between the lines of contemporaneous history ; I have merely taken the liberty of placing her in the foreground, with the men of the day in shadow as her background, thereby throwing her into strong relief, instead of (as is usually done) reversing the process.

       The books that I have consulted are: Puritans in England, Holland, and America; Macaulay s Essays, Walpole's Letters to Sir Horace Mann, Documents Relating to the Colonial History of the State of New York, Life of Bishop Berkeley, Diary of William Pynchon, Settlement of the Jews in North America, Early Maryland, Queens of A merican Society, Old New England Town, Impressions of A merica, Memoir of an

       Vll

       Preface

       American Lady, Historic Tale of Olden Times, Klam's Travels, Voyages of de Vries, Five Indian Nations, Letters on Smith' s History of New York, Calendar of Dutch Manuscript, Calendar of Wills, New York, Old New York, Old  New  York and Trinity Church,  New York Genealogical Record, Manual of the Common Council of  New  York, the histories of  Ne^v  York, viz.: Valentine's, Dunlops, BrodJieads, Boot/is, Lamb's, Hunt's, Francis s, Denton s, Watsorfs, KnigJif s, local histories of Putnam County, DutcJiess County, Westchester County, Norwalk, Fairfield, Pennsylvania, Rhinebeck, Long Island, Newtoivn, Flushing; Flat bush, Staten Island, Albany; Documents of Colonial History, Records of North America, Family Records and Events, Huguenot Family, Biography of the Lewis Family, The Van Rensse-laers of the Manor of Rensselaerswyck, Annals of the Family of the Van Rensselaers, Historical Gleanings, Lion Gardiner and His Descendants, Winthrop's History of His Time, The Family of Bolton, Registers of the Old DutcJi Church at Kingston, Records of the Old Dutch Cliurch,New York ; Records of the Frencli Church, New York ; Original Lists, MeKean Family ; Cutt"s Genealogy, Todd Family, History of Harlem, New Jersey Archives, Newspaper Extracts, New York as It Was, Journal of a Voyage to  New  York,  i6jy  ; Memoir of Sir William A l-exander, Life of Lord Stirling, Life of Major-General William A lexander, Sixth Earl of Stirling, etc.
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       Der Heer Abraham de Peyster, b. 1657; m., April 5, 1687, Catharine de Peyster, dau. of I s a a c de Peyster and Maria Ranleuac.

       Maria de Peyster, m.,

       1680, Paulus Shriek, 0.

         , m.

       John Spratt,

         , m., Angust 26,

       1687. David Provoost, 0.

       Johannes de Peyster.

       Catharine de  Peyeter,  m., 1710, Philip Van  Cortlandt, son of  Stephanus Van Cortlandt.

       Elizabeth de Peyeter, 0, m., November 3, 1759, John Hamilton, Governor of New Jersey.

       r

       Abraham de Peyster, m., July 1, 1772.   Margaret I Van Cortlandt, dau.  of "* Jacobus Van Cortlandt.

       Mary de Peyster, 0. Joanna de Peyster, 0, m. Isaac de Peyster.

       Pierre Q. de Peyster, m., December 19,1733, Catharine Schuyler, dau. of Arent Schuyler.

       Cornelia Spratt, 0. John Spratt, 0.

       Mary Spratt, m., October 15, 1711, Samuel Pro-  -\

       VOOBt.

       Stephen Van Cortlandt, m.

       Mary  W. Ricketts. Pierre   Van  Cortlandt,   m.

       Joanna Livingston. Catharine Van Cortlandt, 0.

       Abraham de  Peyster,  0. Catharine  de    Peyster,    m.,

       1745, John  Livingston. Frederic  de Peysier (called

       "the Marquis"). James  A. de  Peyster,  m.,

       February  6,   1747,   Sarah

       Reade, dau. of Joseph

       Reade.

         -,  m., 1721, James .,

       Alexander.

       Frederick de Peyeter. Areiit Schuyler de Peyster. Swanthia de Peyster. Pierre   G.   de Peyeter, m.,

       May 29  1771, Bert hick

       Hall.

       Maria Provoost. 0.

       John Provoost, m., 1741, Eva

       Rutgers. David Provooet, 0.

       Mary Alexander, m., November 3, 1739, P. Van Brugh Livingston.

       James Alexander, 0.

       William Alexander, m., 1748, Sarah Livingston.

       Elizabeth Alexander, m., 1748, Johi: Stevens.

       Catharine Alexander,m., 1748, Elieha Parker, m., December 21, 1758, Walter Rutherfurd.

       Ann Alexander, 0.

       Susanna Alexander, m., 1762, John Reid.

       NOTE.— A zero (0) indicates that the person left no descendants.
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       Isaac de Peyster, m., December 21,1687,0, Llaria Van Balen.

       Jacobus de Peyster, 0.

       Johannes de Peyeter, m., October 10,1688, Anna Bancker.

       Elizabeth de Peyster, m., 1715, Jacobus Beekman.

         ,m. Abraham Boler.

       Johannes de Peyster, m., I November 24, 1715, •{ Anna Schuyler.

       Cornelia de  Peyster, m. Matthew  Clarkson ; m. Gilbert Tennant.

       Cornelius de Peyster,0,

       m.,   September   20,

       1694, Maria Baucker.

       1. Cornelia de Peyster, 0.

       Annetje Beekman. Gerardus Beekman. John Beekman. Jacobus Beekman.

         , Boler.

         , Boler.

       Annade Peyster, m. Volkert Peterse Douw.

       Rachel de Peyster, m. Tobias Ten Eyck; m. Myndert de Peyster.

       Gerard   de   Peyster, Mary Octabe. m. M. Gates.

       m.

       Maria de Peyster, m., October 31, 1731,

       Gerardus Bancker. m. Joseph Ogdcn, 0.

       William de Peyster,   m. 1730, Maria Kenuock.

       Catherine de Peyster, m.,

       John de Peyster. Anna de Peyster.

       Anna Bancker. Evert Bancker. Elizabeth Bancker. Johannes Bancker.

       f John de Peyster. I William de Peyster. | Gerard de Peyster. \  Nicholas de Peyster. | Abraham de Peyster. | James de Peyster. Anna de Peyster. [  Margaret de Peyster.

       f Catharine Rutgers. I Anna Rutgers.

       lathenne de Peyster, m., I Elizabeth Rutgers. 1730, Hendnck Rutgers. 1  Henry   Eutge r8.

       Mary Rutgers.

       NOTK.— A zero (0) indicates that the person left no descendants.

       Ann Lockermans, m., February 26, 1642, Oloff Van Cortlandt.

       Stephanus Van Cortlandt, obtained Patent  of Manor from Governor  Dongan, 1685,  m.,  September 10, 1671, Gertrude Schuyier.

       Maria Van Cortlandt, m., Iuu2, Jeremius Van Rens-se':KT "der Groot Director," Putroon of the Manor of Rensselaerswyck.

       John  Van  Cortlaudt, 0 Sophia   Van    Cortlandt,   in.

       Andrew  Teller. Catharine Van  Cortlandt, m. John    Duval;   m.   Frederick  Phir.ipse.

       Jacobus Van Cortlandt, m. Eva Phillipse.

       m.

       John Van Cortlandt, m. Ann Sophia Van  Schaick.

       Ann  Van Cortlandt, m. Stephen de Lancey.

       Margaret  Van  Cortlandt,  m., March  12,  1692, Samuel Bayard.

       Oliver  Van Cortlandt, 0.

       Maria  Van  Cortlandt,  in., October  15, 1702,  K i  1 i a e  n  Van Rensselaer, fourth Patroon  of the  Manor of Rensselaere-wyck.

       Gertrude  Van  Cortlandt, 0.

       Philip Van Cortlandt,  m.  Catharine  de Peyster.

       Stephanus   Van  Cortlandt, Catharine Staats.

       Gertrude Van  Cortlandt, 0, in. Col. Henry Beekman.

       Guysbert  Van  Cortlandt, 0.

       Elizabeth Van Cortlandt, 0.

       Elizabeth   Van   Cortlandt, Rev. William Shinier.

       Catharine  Van   Cortlandt, Andrew  Johnson.

       Cornelia Van Cortlandt,  m. Col. John Schuyier.

       Klliaen  Van Rensselaer,  fourth Patroon, m. Maria  Van Cortlandt.

       Johannes Van  Rensselaer, 0.

       Anna  Van  Rensselaer,  m. Kili-aen  Van  Rensselaer ; m. William  Nicoll.

       Hendrick Van  Rensselaer,  m., May, 1689,  Catharine Van Bruggen.

       Maria  Van  Rensselaer,  m. Peter Schuyier.

       m.

       m.

       Margaret Van   Cortlandt,  m.

       Abraham de Peyster, Jr. Anne Van Cortlandt, m. John

       Chambers. Mary Van Cortlandt, m. Peter

       Jay. Frederick   Van  Cortlandt, m.

       Frances Jay.

       NOTE.— A zero (0) indicates that the person left no descendants
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       Sara Jansen, m., June 29, Dr. Hans Kierstede; m., September 1, 1669, Cornelius Van Borsen; m., July 18, 1683, Elbert Elbertsen.

       Tryntje Jansen, m. Lucas Rodenburg ; m., March 29, 1658, Brugh.

       Hans Kierstede, m. Janetje Lockermans.

       Roelof Kierstede, m., 16TO, Eike Alberts Roosa.

       Blandina Kierstede, m. Pet-rus Bayard.

       Lucas Kierstede, m. Rachel Kip.

       Catharine Kiersstede, m. Johannes Kip.

       Rachel Kierstede, m. William Teller.

       Jacobus Kierstede, m. Rachel   .

       (  Helena Van Brugh, m., May 26, 1680, Tunis de Kay.

       Anna Van Brugh, m. Andreas Grevenraet.

       Catharine Van Brugh, m. Hendrick Van Rensselaer.

       ; m., March j     JdenoricK van uensse ohannes Van 1 Johannes Van Brugh, 0.

       m. Saraj

       Maria Van Brugh, m, Stephen Richard.

       Peter Van Brugh, Cuyler.

       ston("the Signer").

       Tytje  Jansen,  m.   Peter

       Van Wen. Jan Jansen. I Annekje Jansen.

       g,  (  William Bogart, m., Au-

       o M
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       f Blandina Bogart. Everardus Bogart. Tytje Bogart.

       „ g U8 f t  29 > V 689 ' .         Wap   J Cornelia Sogart. T^B?AJ-' Anna Bogart, Francis Creiger.

       gart Brown. Maria Bogart. I Lucretia Bogart.

       m. Jacob

       Cornelius Bogart, m. He- / Cornelius Bogart, m. Rachel lena Teller.   I    de Wint.

       Jonas Bogart, 0.

       Peter Bogart, m.  Wyntia f Anthony Bogart, I     Bosch.   )     m. A. Knickerbocker.

       NOTE.—  A zero (0) indicates that the person left no descendants.

       Go vert Lockermans, m., February, 1641, Ariaentie Jans ; m., July, 1641, Ma-ryje Jans, 0, widow  succes-  • eively  of Tymen Jansen and Dirck Cornell sen van Wenveen.

       Maria Lockermana, m., 1664, Balthazar Bayard.

       Janetje Lockermans, m., February 12, 1667, Dr. Hans Kierstede, Jr.

       Samuel Bayard, 0.

       Annekje Bayard, m. Samuel Verplanck.

       Anna Maria Bayard, m., October 28, 1697, Augustus Jay.

       Jacobus Bayard, m.  Hilde-gonda de Kay; m. Helena Van Brugh.

       Judith Bayard, m. Gerardus Stuyvesant.

       Margaret Hardenbroeck, m. Peter Rudolphus de Vries.

         , m., 1662,  Frederick

       Phillipse.

       Eva de Vrles,  TO.,  May 7, 1691, Jacobus Van Cort-landt.

       Philip Phillipse, m. Maria Sparks, dau. of Governor Sparks of Barba-does.

       Margaret Van Cortlandt, m.

       Abraham de Peyster,  Jr. Anne    Van   Cortlandt,   m.

       John Chambers. Mary   Van   Cortlandt,    m.

       Peter Jay. Frederick   Van  Cortlandt,

       m. Frances Jay.

       Frederick Phillipse,   m., 1726, Joanna Brockholst.

       Annekje   Phillipse,   m. ( Anna   French,  m.   David Philip French.   |     Van Home.

       Adolphus Phillipse, 0. Rombout Phillipse, 0.

      

       il

       : si t>

       Henry Beekman, m. Jane de Loper.

       Col. Henry Beekman, m. Janet Livingston; m. Gertrude Van Cortlandt.

       Gerard Beekman ( William Beekman, m., pern. Magdalena j tober 11, 1707, Catharine Abeel.   ( Peters de la Noy.

       Johannes Beekman, m. A b j e Lawrence.

       ( Margaret  Beekman,   m. )    Robert Livingston, Jr.

       f Cornelia Beekman, m. William Walton.

       Gerard Beekman, m., 1751, Mary Duyckinck.

       James Beekman, m., October, 1752, Jane Keteltas.

       NOTB.— A zero (0) indicates that the person left no descendants.
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       . I

       -  *      "  "

       Two Dutch Colonies in America

       ..„."'•'   o     »   «

       Hendrick Hudson and the Wi'de Menschen—The First Traders at Mana-ha-ta—Indian Castle of Laap-haw-ach-king—Giovani da Verrazzano —Fort Orange — Der Heer Van Rensselaer — Colle.ge.oi XIX.— The Patroons — The Laws Regulating Purchase — The Colonization of Mana-ha-ta in 1624—"Purchase of the Island—Ere J ct?on' of a Fort— Derivation of the Name-^-Dr.Denton, the English Author, and Died-rich Knickerbocker—Provision  for  £he .Comforts of ,the Settlers— The Midwife and the Krcmck-Vecoeckers.

       ••  '  *,

       EARLY in the seventeenth century two Dutch colonies were planted in America that were destined to become the corner-stones of a great, free, and independent country. One of them was founded with but little encouragement or support from any established government, notwithstanding which a rich and extensive plantation was created, that was soon self-supporting, and owed its birth and prosperity to the bounty of a gentleman of Holland; the other plantation was founded by a rich corporation, and the two were bound by ties of common interests. These two settlements were the colony of Rensselaerswyck, at the head-waters of the Hudson River, and that of the West India Company, on the island of Mana-ha-ta. The sun that rose on Janu-

      

       ary 1, 1609, and peeped over the island of Sewan-ha-ka at that of Mana-ha-ta, and sank behind the " Great Rocks of Wiehocken," beamed on a peaceful  scene  of forests, river, and streams, in strong contrast to the piles of stone and brick that now entomb those once lovely islands.

       "When Ueiidriot Hudson, an adventurous captain in the employilHiit of the Dutch 'E»ist India Company of Holland, sailed into the beautiful bay into which emptied the waters of three great rivers- that were afterward nanxeld the Hudson, Hackensack, and Passaic, he

       t

       found tribes of red men, quietly pursuing their vocations of Irjmtmg and fishing. The' " Wilde Menschen' (as the voyagers called the -inhabitants) welcomed the new-comers, while regardirg them with awe, as they believed them to be gods from another world, and,  eager to be rid of their unwelcome visitors, hastened to point out the channels of the Mohicanehuck Eiver to the adventurous navigator of de Halve Maen, who explored the great stream as far as tide-water, and satisfied himself that it was not the passage to Asia, of which he was in search. He therefore returned to Holland, with a cargo of skins received in barter with the Wilden, and reported to his employers his discovery of a mighty land, inhabited by red men, where the rivers teemed with fish and the forests with beasts covered with furs of uncommon beauty and richness.

       These peltries were valuable commodities in the eyes of the directors of the great East India Com-
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       pany of Holland, and although not as highly prized as the spices, teas, and coffees of Asia, where their store-houses or trading-posts were already firmly established, they were by no means loath to extend their possessions to the new-found world, if by so doing they could enrich the coffers of the company. Under their auspices a handful of hardy traders were soon settled on the pile of rocks that terminated the island of Mana-ha-ta. Eude huts were hastily built on a point of land that the adventurous settlers believed was protected from surprises from the savages, as it was nearly surrounded by water ; and that also was convenient for the vessels of the company to ride at anchor, and load or discharge their cargoes close to the little settlement. The value and quantity of the furs obtained on the first venture of the company encouraged a further expenditure on its part, and in 1621 it was determined to push farther into the interior, directly into the heart of the country, where the natives had already established for themselves a convenient trading-post, and erected a " castle " named Laap-haw-ach-king, or " Place of exchanging wampum." The Dutch threw up a rude fortification of wood and stone on the site of an ancient pile of earth, that they found in a convenient situation for defence. This most antique pile is stated by some writers to have been built in 1524 by Giovanni da Ver-razzano, who, it is claimed, discovered the river, and sailed to its head-waters on La Dauphine and there planted the flag of France, and claimed the territory for

      

       his master, the French king. The Dutch were quite unconscious of this fact, and established themselves quietly on the site of the present city of Albany and called their tiny embankment Fort Orange.

       This post was established at the instance of one of the principal directors of the Dutch East India Company, der Heer Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, who also advocated the formation of a new " College," as a branch of the original company, that should be charged with the control of affairs in the western continent. The East India Company therefore instituted the College of XIX., and Kiliaen Yan Bensselaer became a member of it and by the college was appointed one of nine commissioners to manage the corporation. These councillors were members of the original company, assumed the title of the West India Company, and were clothed with full authority to undertake the plantation of colonies on the western continent, not only by the East India society, but also by the government of the States General of Holland, as had already been done by their association in the East.

       Only men  of wealth and of the highest known integrity and burghers in their own right were eligible for this trust, which carried the grave responsibility of creating a government in the New World, and it is to them that we owe the original of all the best and wisest  laws of  this country that, after the Dutch colonies were annexed by the English, were  permitted to survive. These laws were culled from those of Holland, at that

       4
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       time the most enlightened and cultivated country of Europe.

       The College of XIX. provided for a landed and baronial aristocracy in the New World, thereby following the custom of the day, when a title was borne by all persons owning important estates, the proprietors of which took their surname from the land they owned. Under this provision all purchasers of large tracts of land were granted the title of patroou, a title which was analogous to that of the old feudal barons; but the patroons of America were, in fact, to be reigning naon-archs, with full power over the lives of their subjects, with armies under their command, fighting under their banner, and bearing their arms, colors, and insignia. Courts of justice were to be held in the name of the patroon, from whose dictates there was no appeal.

       It was decreed by the College of XIX. that, as the patroon was bound by the terms of purchase to colonize in America at his own expense, the people sent across the ocean, under these terms, should acknowledge themselves as his subjects, and they were to be required to take an oath of fealty and allegiance to him ; while the patroon was called on to acknowledge fealty to none but the States General of Holland.

       The college also determined to colonize on their own account and place a plantation at the most advantageous spot they could select, and their choice fell on the island of Mana-ha-ta, for which a code of laws was also framed  similar to those governing the patroonships.

      

       As soon as these measures were complete, manors were offered for sale, but only to members of their own society.

       A number of their manors were sold, but only two members of the confederacy fufilled the conditions of the purchase, and the rights of governing the property therefore reverted to the company, and only one of the original patroons, der Heer Kiliaen Van Bensselaer, founded a family in the New World, and was created Patroon of the Manor of Bensselaerswyck by patent dated June 7, 1629.

       The first shipload of settlers came to America in 1624, commanded by Captain May. Eight men and  one woman, named Catelina de Trico, landed on Mana-ha-ta, while the rest of the voyagers proceeded to Fort Orange. Two years afterward, on May 6, 1626, Peter Minuit, the governor sent by the West India Company to take charge of the colony, purchased the island from the tribe of Mana-ha-ta, and at once proceeded to erect a block-house, surrounded by red cedar palisadoes,  close to the traders' huts, and on the point of the island called by the Wilden " Capsey," or " The place of safe-landing." These rocks have long since disappeared under what is now known as the Battery Park of New York, and the Whitehall, Bowling Green, Bridge, and State Streets pass over the site. The ground occupied by the fort is now covered by a row of houses facing north and overlooking the Bowling Green.

       There has been a strange misapprehension on the

       6
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       part of historians, who have blindly followed a mistake made by an English writer of little authority, who declared that the word Mana-ha-ta signified an orgie, and that it had been given by the savage inhabitants to the island to commemorate a grand revel held there by the sailors of de Halve Maen, overlooking the fact that the tribe which lived on the island was known to its neighbors by that title long before de Halve Maen sailed into the harbor.

       As early as 1670 a native of the colony, a student and minister of the Gospel, by the name of Daniel Den-ton, wrote "A Brief Relation of New York," and pointed out the mistake into which his brother historian had fallen. Dr. Denton had lived among the wild men from childhood, and was well acquainted with the Algonquin dialect, and he scoffs at the statement made by the superficial foreigner, that Mana-ha-ta or Manhattoes or Manhattan, as the word was variously spelled, bore the interpretation given to it, and states, " in that language drunkenness or orgie is termed kee-wash-kwa-bee," and points out the impossibility of deriving Mana-ha-ta from that word. Dr. Denton also declares that there was no evidence to support the assertion that the name was intended to refer to any feast or drunken revel, and no historical proof that the aborigines and the sailors held a feast together on the island. There is more than a shrewd suspicion that the scribbling traveller was deceived by a jocose remark made by a townsman to mislead him, and that he recorded impres-

      

       The Goede Vrouw of Mana-ha-ta

       sions without taking the trouble to verify them. This is the more to be regretted, as other historians have blindly copied the tale which has given the name of Mana-ha-ta an unworthy signification. They might have followed, with as much reason, the statements of Diedrich Knickerbocker, who was  convinced  that the name originated in a custom among the squaws, of wearing their husbands' hats, and  "  hence arose the appellation of Man-hat-on, first given to the Indians and afterward to the island;" and this odd derivation for the name is rather more pleasing than the interpretation other writers have given it, and quite as authentic.

       Immediately after the erection of the fort, a line of palisadoes was thrown across the island from the  East to the Hudson River, a horse-mill was located on what is now South William Street, near Pearl, and its loft was arranged as a place of worship. Brick-kilns and lime-kilns were established, saw-mills erected, and the company made every provision in its power for the well-being of its subjects. A midwife by the name of Maryje Jans (or Jonas) was sent to the colony, and also two men, by name Sebastian Jansen Crol and Jan Huyck, the "Kranck-besoeckers," or "Sick Men's Comforters," who were ordered to nurse and doctor the injured, and also conduct prayer-meetings, read the^ Bible, and look after the welfare and morals of the community.

       Under these wise provisions the lands inside the stockades were soon occupied  by  sturdy Dutchmen and
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       their  vrouwen, and thus the nucleus of a thriving settlement was planted on one of the most beautiful spots in the  world, and which went by the name of the Colonie of  the  New  Netherlands.

      

       Women of the Seventeenth Century

       Education of the Dutch Women—Queen Elizabeth and the Hollanders— Industries of the Housewife—New Flowers in America — Pioneer Women — The Servants of the West India Company — Serving-maids—Mesdames Van der Donck and Varleth.

       T TISTOBIANS chronicle the valor and hardihood of I 1 the settlers of a new country, and dwell on the exploits of the male sex, but they seldom refer to the stoical endurance and capability of the female emigrants, although, without the gentle sex, the life of a pioneer would be almost unendurable.

       To the heroism and thrift of the Dutch women who ventured to America, the wealth and prosperity of the colony were largely due. It has often been said that the position occupied by the wife and mother throws the most light on the civilization of a people, and it is a well-authenticated fact that the women of the Dutch Netherlands of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were more highly educated, better protected by the laws of the country, and held a more prominent position, than any of their contemporaries.

       Holland was the only country in which girls received
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       the same education as boys, and shared their studies; until the latter were old enough to select a trade or profession for themselves, when the former were withdrawn from school and carefully trained in household duties. While England, France, Spain, Germany, and Italy restrained their girls and treated them as toys; denied them education and prevented their independence, the men of the Dutch Republic of two centuries and a half ago recognized the equality of their women, educated them to fill responsible positions, and encouraged them to cultivate a love for literature, painting, and music, a course which made the women of that day quite equal in intelligence and refinement to those of the nineteenth century.

       The comforts and adornments of the homes in Holland far exceeded those of any other country. They were filled with handsome furniture and pictures. The burghers and their wives wore rich silks, satins, and other stuffs, trimmed with fur and lace. They loved books and knew their value, and had them handsomely bound in wood and leather, clasped with silver and gold.

       Queen Elizabeth despised the sturdy Dutch burghers, and called them " base mechanicals," and would not credit the reports that reached her ears of the luxuries and refinements of their homes, which far exceeded her own surroundings. It was not until the accession of Charles II. to the throne of England that the palaces of

       the king wore a comfortable, home-like air, and this was
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       due to his having lived the greater part of his life in Holland, whence he imported the luxuries that he had been accustomed to have when residing in that country.

       The housewife was the manufacturer of the day, and under her own roof produced all the necessaries for family use, such as clothing and food.

       Placed on a desert island, a Dutch woman of the seventeenth century was capable of making for herself everything needful to support life. All ordinary cooking was done under her immediate superintendence, but it was her hand alone that prepared delicious dainties of pastry, preserves, and pickles. She drew perfumes from the flowers of her garden by aid of her still; she saw the hops planted, gathered, dried, and brewed. She culled herbs and simples, and concocted medicaments, and was always prepared to act as an amateur doctor to her household. She instructed her maids in carding and weaving the woollen goods for her own and her good-man's clothes, and herself spun the fine thread of flax that had been grown in her private garden, for linen shirts, towels, etc., or knit the stockings of the family.

       This concentration of industries rendered a Dutch woman self-dependent, industrious, and thrifty. On her judgment, prudence, and foresight everything hinged, and the men of the family were entirely dependent on their wives for clothes, drink, medicine, and food. Even in mercantile pursuits the women had a voice, and their opinions were sought and valued.
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       The sensible education bestowed on the women of Holland quickened their judgment, and the enlightened laws that permitted her to hold real estate, or carry on business in her own name, whether single, married, or wido'wed, gave her confidence and independence, and it was no uncommon thing to find women venturing their own savings in mercantile pursuits, quite independent of the men of the family, who never questioned the right and propriety of such proceedings.

       The pioneers of Mana-ha-ta were a few hardy traders who emigrated under the auspices of the West India Company of Holland, but they did not come alone. They were accompanied by their wives, who bravely undertook to create homes in the New World. These courageous women were wisely encouraged to emigrate by the company, who looked after the interests of their colony in a truly patriarchal way.

       The pioneers of Mana-ha-ta were never called upon to struggle with want and privation, as was the case in the rest of the American colonies, the first plantations of which were failures, the colonists generally being swept away by starvation. The Dutch were accustomed to colonize, and already had plantations on the eastern hemisphere when they turned their attention to America ; so that the " India " companies understood how to organize and establish settlements, considered the welfare and prosperity of their servants, and arranged for their comfort and health with particular care.

       The  officers of the society selected competent peris
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       sons to govern the colonies, and under their superintendence country people and farmers were chosen as emigrants and induced to cross the ocean; and one of the first shiploads included six families, numbering forty-five persons, who brought ploughs and other agricultural tools with them, bricks for building chimneys, and mechanics' tools, and two skilled workmen, one a carpenter and the other a bricklayer. They  provided mill-hoppers, grindstones, wheels, and sails, and also several houses, which were shipped in sections all ready to be put together. The company selected workmen and craftsmen, sailors and soldiers; everything was wisely planned for, and done with method, and in consequence the colony of the New Netherlands that was planted at the mouth of the Hudson River was a model of its kind.

       The houses of the emigrants were not bare log huts, but were at once brightened by the touch of facile feminine fingers, and converted into pleasant homes. The goede vrouw hung her neat lattice of leaden-sashed windows, with snowy curtains, made by her own hands, stuck a beau-pot of flowers on the ledge, set her spinning-wheel or distaff by the hearth-stone and her huge loom under the sloping roof of the "bock stoep." She also planted before her house a garden of flowers and herbs, the  seeds  of which had probably been brought from Holland in one of her own capacious pockets; and these soon  made  a material change and improvement in the flora of North America, as the garden strays wan-
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       dered over the country; and the women even changed the landscape by planting rows of Lombardy poplars in front of every stoep, which stand like sentinels to point out the houses of the first Dutch settlers, and these stamped the character of the inhabitants and betrayed their love of Patria.

       The English vessels began to visit the colony of the New Netherlands, and their owners were surprised and dismayed to find it so independent and prosperous. They hoped to find a people who would be large importers of English goods, and after the English occupation Governor Moore wrote, as late as 1767, an official letter to the Lords of Trade on the subject, in which he states that " every family makes a coarse cloth called lindsey - woolsey, the warp being of linen and the woof of wool. The custom prevails through the whole province, and a sufficient quantity is manufactured for the use of the family. Every house swarms with children, who are set to work as soon as they are able to spin and card, and as every family is furnished with a loom, the itinerant weavers who travel about the country put a finishing-hand to the work."

       Needless to say this independence was discouraged and the English government endeavored to prevent the manufacture of American goods by taxing them, a course of proceeding that was successfully resisted by the local legislatures.

       The families that emigrated to America under the auspices of the West India Company were of different
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       stations of life. While farmers were necessary to till the soil, overseers were required to superintend  these laborers.  Soldiers required officers, and trading-houses needed  properly educated merchants, and as the heads of each department were generally relations or friends of  the rich Amsterdam merchants who composed the West  India Company, they naturally were cultivated persons of good standing in their own country.

       The wives who accompanied their husbands to the New World were always attended by their maids, who were bound to render service for a given term of years in return for their free passage to the New World. But buxom females were at a premium in the colony, not only as servants but as wives; for it was not every man who had emigrated with a helpmate, and one of the chief trials of the colonists' wives was the loss of their carefully trained maids, who were enticed from their service before the term contracted for had expired.

       This circumstance is amusingly shown in the official documents of the colony. In a record dated Monday, September 15, 1653, Hans Fromer demanded that " Mme. Anna Van der Donck shall give lawful reason why she forbid the bond of matrimony between him and Maeyken Huybertsen." The defendant's son, Guysbert Van der Donck, appeared before the burgomasters and schepen in the place of his mother, and exhibited the contracts between mistress and maid, which provided for a free passage to the New World, in return for service for a stated term of years.
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       The  authorities released the maid from her service and permitted her to marry, which encouraged all the other maid-servants in the province to rebel; and in consequence the next victim was Madame Judith Yar-leth, who was compelled by the council to release her maid from the bond, and required to pay her many "belts of wampum" and several "ells of linen," and permit her to set up house-keeping on her own account. These  rulings of the councillors, who seem to have been carried away by sentiment for the love-lorn damsels, caused dismay in their own households, and their wives rose in rebellion at their governmental decrees; and the storm that broke over their devoted heads was not allayed until they made arrangements for importing shiploads of young women from Holland, who should take the places of the delinquents, and who were bound to serve out their time by rigid contracts, which the councillors had pledged their wives in private should not be again abrogated.

      

       Prominent Pioneer Women

       Peculiarities of the Names—Marriage of Annekje Jans—" Annekje Jans's Land" —Dominie  Bogartus—Tryntje Jans—Dr.Kierstede—The First Market— The  Wilden's  Gift— The Old Dutch Bible—The Nickname of Stone Street—A Slaap-bauck—The Kraeg — Labbadist Missionaries —The Phillipse Manor—Cornelia Lubbetse—The Two Governors.

       AMONG the first settlers of the island of Mana-ha-ta were several remarkable women, who are the ancestresses of the principal families of the colony, and who, by their influence and connections, largely controlled all the affairs political, social, and domestic of the province.

       Annekje Jans, Annekje Lockermans, Cornelia Lubbetse, Margaret Hardenbroeck, and Catarina de Boorgh were the principal women of this group of pioneers, and although their names may be unfamiliar to the ears of their descendants, it must be remembered that they were merged in those of their husbands and that only the latter were transmitted to posterity.

       It has been mentioned that one of the first women to reach the plantation was Maryje Jans, or Jonas. She

       was sent to the colony at the expense of the company,

       18
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       and arrived with the first emigrants. She was accompanied by her son, who was called Wolfert Webber, and two young and handsome daughters. It is stated that these young people were the grandchildren of William IX., Prince of Orange, and with the peculiar fashion of the day the last name of the family is spelled and rendered capriciously, sometimes being written Jans, at other times Jonas, while the son of Maryje Jans is called by the name of Webber.

       The Christian name was, at that time, usually followed by the baptismal name of the father, and generally with the addition of "se," thus, Mary, the daughter of John, would call herself Maryje Janse, and perhaps add the name of the place or town of her birth, or that of her husband. The nobility alone had surnames, and these were affixed to the Christian name as in modern days, and were inherited by the whole family, as at present. Notwithstanding the confusion in the names it is a well-authenticated fact that Annekje Webber (Jans) was the daughter of Maryje Jonas, and that soon after she reached the shores of Mana-ha-ta she was wooed by and wedded to a young fellow who called himself Roelof Janse Van Maesterlandt, or Boelof the son of James from Maesterlandt, who was sent by the Patroon Van Rensselaer to act as assistant bouwmees-ter (farmer) at the colony of Bensselaerswyck. The prudence and frugality of the wife soon enabled the couple to move to Mana-ha-ta, where they joined the rest of the family, and Roelof resigned his office on the
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       manor and purchased a farm on that island of sixty-two acres  of land, situated  on  high ground overlooking the Hudson River, which has  since  become  the centre of many disputes in the city of New York, and has led to innumerable lawsuits. The site is variously known as the Bogartus Farm, or Annekje Jans's land, and is now held by the trustees of Trinity Church.

       Four children were born of this marriage—three daughters, who survived, married, and left  descendants, and an only son, who  was  killed at Schenectady by the Indians in 1690. Annekje Jans (as she is usually called) was a small woman with bright, sparkling eyes and quick, energetic movements. Very soon after her arrival at Mana-ha-ta she lost her husband; but she speedily consoled herself by marrying one of the most important persons of the community, which raised her from the grade of a farmer's wife to that of a government official's. Her second choice was Dominie Bogartus, a minister in the Dutch Church, who had been sent to the plantation by the "West India Company to take charge of the spiritual affairs of the community, and who succeeded the two " Comforters of the Sick" who had arrived with the first settlers.

       The first governor of the Dutch plantation on the Hudson River had been Peter Minuit.  He  was succeeded by the nephew of the first patroon, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer—Wouter Van Twiller — who arrived at Mana-ha-ta in the spring of 1633, in the Zoutberg, bringing •with him his chaplain, Dominie Bogartus. The long
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       voyage cemented a friendship between the two men, and the cleric obtained a great influence over the governor, that stood both of them in good stead during their subsequent careers in the colony as directors of spiritual and mundane affairs.

       Dominie Bogartus was a very large man, with a quick temper and fond of the good things of life. A comfortable home and the devoted care of a wife, in a community where everything depended upon the housewifely qualities of the woman, were essential to his well-being, and very shortly after his arrival he courted the brisk, wealthy little widow, who was by no means unwilling to exchange her money for the social position that the dominie could offer her. The company provided a parsonage for their clergyman, which overlooked the river and was close to the little peaked-roof church that had been erected for the use of the colonists. The new house was one of the most attractive places on the island, and was noted for the beautiful vines that clambered over the low-pitched roof and the beds of gay flowers that surrounded it, all of which were due to the housewife's love of plants and her faith in the virtues of herbs and simples; and while the dominie cured the souls of his parishioners, it was to his wife that all turned for aid in sickness.

       The descendants of Annekje Jans by her two husbands number so many hundreds of persons, that it has been calculated that if her farm were now sold for their benefit, and the proceeds equally distributed among the le-
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       gal heirs, granting the great value of the land, no one person would receive more than a cent.

       The daughters of Annekje Jans and Boelof Janse Yan Maesterlandt were named Sara, Tryntje, and Tytje. These girls were carefully educated by their mother, "after the fashion of Patria," and in consequence they were notable housewives. They spoke Dutch and English, and having been born and brought up among the Wilclen they had learned the Algonquin language, which they understood and spoke with fluency. When a very young girl Tryntje married Lucas Bodenburg, who, dying shortly after the marriage, left her a childless widow; and she followed the example of her mother and accepted the hand of a prosperous young merchant of the community who was a commissary in the employment of the West India Company, and had reached the colony in 1640. Johannes Pieterse Van Brugh was a fine-looking, clever, conscientious young fellow whose sterling worth was recognized by his fellow-tow r nsmen, and it was only a few years after settling on Mana-ha-ta that he was called upon to successively fill the positions of alderman, burgomaster, and schepen. Among the wedding-presents received by the young couple was a consignment of " preserved lemons, parrots, and paroquets " sent them from Curayao by the correspondents of the groom. The bill of lading is duly entered in the town records, dated September 13, 1659.

       Van Brugh built for his bride  a large  and, for the times, a handsome and commodious house in the Hoogh
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       Straat, now Pearl Street, adjoining the premises of ms most intimate friend, Govert Lockermans, and near the corner of the present William Street. The burghers of Mana-ha-ta were seldom without their bouwerie (or farm), to which they could retire in summer and from which they could be supplied with country produce. Madame Van Brugh's bouwerie was at "Dominies' Hoeck," on the Hudson River, and was probably inherited from her mother; and there she superintended the manufacture of her linen and overlooked the dairy and farm when not engaged in her hospitable duties in her town-house, where the position of her husband in the government called upon her to entertain every acquaintance that came to the place either on business or pleasure.

       The children of Mr. and Mrs. Van Brugh were: Helena, who married, May 26, 1680, Tunis de Key; Anna, who married Andrew Grevenerat; Catharine, who married Hendrick Van Rensselaer; Johannes, of whom there is no record; Peter, who married Sara Cuyler, and Maria, who became the wife of Stephen Richards.

       The second daughter of Annekje Jans was Tytje, who married Peter Hartgers Van Wen, a magistrate of Beverwyck, the Patroon Van Rensselaer's village, on what is now the site of the city of Albany; and the eldest daughter, Sara, married a young doctor, who was an official in the employment of the company. The marriage of this couple was duly recorded in Der Trouw-Boeck or marriage-register. That was carefully
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       kept by the dominies of the Established Church. This book was begun in 1639, and is still well preserved. The entry reads as follows:

       " den 29 dicto (February 1642)

       " Mr. Hans Kierstede, Chiriirgyn, J. M. Yan Maeg-denburg en Sara Roelofs J.d. Yan Amsterdam, beyde wonende tot N. Amsterdam." *

       This celebrated doctor was nearly as prominent a person in the little settlement as was the dominie, or the governor. He had been selected by the governors of the West India Company on account of his peculiar qualifications for the office, and he had been requested to emigrate at their expense and was assured by them of a regular salary. He was also allowed many perquisites, and presented with a piece of land on the company's reservation that lay close to the banks of the East River, near their fort, and on what was called the Strand. A house was erected for the doctor on this beautiful spot, and here he and his wife settled contentedly to raise a family of eight children, beloved and respected by all around them.

       If the governor was bedecked in official robes, the fashion of the times decreed that the dominie and the doctor should also wear peculiarly cut coats as insignia of their offices, and that of the latter was marked and original. His pictures represent him in a huge hat, wide-tailed black coat with enormous cuffs, dainty lace frills at sleeves and neck, black small-clothes, silk

       * Both living at New Amsterdam. 24
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       stockings, square-toed shoes, and great gold buckles, and last but not least a thick and heavy ebony cane, surmounted with a massive gold top, that tradition says was bestowed upon the doctor by the great company as a mark of esteem and a staff of office.

       Before coming to New Amsterdam the goede vrouwen of Mana-ha-ta had been accustomed to visit the markets in the towns and villages of Holland, where the country people were wont to gather at stated intervals, to dispose of their farm products. Poultry, eggs, butter, pigs, geese, etc., were part of the marketable wares, but the articles manufactured by the women often were more valuable than the products of the soil, and at these gatherings, laces, flax, linen, lindsey woolsey, duffles, etc., were exposed for sale and brought considerable revenue to the farmer's wife. It was, therefore, very early in the settlement of the island that the women petitioned the councillors of New Netherlands to arrange for markets to be held "after the manner of Patria." An order from council was issued September 12, 1656, commanding that Saturday should be kept as market-day and that the sale should be  held in the burgh, "on the Strand, near the house of Master  Hans Kierstede." All the neighboring farmers and their wives were invited to attend and exchange their products for sewant and wampum, the legalized currency of the colony. The tribes of Wilden were encouraged to bring their simple wares, which were bought  freely by the colonists.
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       By this time the Dutch women had become well acquainted with the wild people who surrounded them and were on friendly terms with them. Madame Kier-stede was particularly kind to them, and as she spoke their language fluently she was a great favorite among them, and it was owing to her encouragement that the savages ventured within the city walls to barter their wares. For their better accommodation and protection, Madame Kierstede had a large shed erected in her back-yard, and under its shelter there was always a number of squaws who came and went as if in their own village, and plied their industries of basket and broom making, stringing wampum and sewant, and spinning after their primitive mode; and on market-days they were able to dispose of their products, protected by their benefactress, Madame Kierstede. The Wilde Menschen proved not unmindful of the kindness shown to them, and several of the Mana-ha-ta family combined with their kindred beyond the Hudson River and showed their gratitude by presenting Madame Kierstede with a large tract of land on the Hackensack River.

       Annekje Jans had emigrated to America in very humble circumstances, but by her thrift and industry had raised herself to one of the influential positions in the community, and, as the wife of the dominie, was an important person, and she now found herself and her children among the most respected in the colony. Her

       three daughters were married to esteemed citizens, and

      

       Prominent Pioneer Women

       her three sons by her second husband held places under the government and had wives who were as well connected as themselves. The influence exercised by the women of this family has left its stamp on colonial affairs, although at the time it was barely acknowledged.

       Annekje Jans had a younger sister named Maryje, who married three times and had one child by each husband. The eldest was Elsie, the daughter of Tymen Jansen, who became the unhappy wife of Jacob Leisler. The son by the second husband was Cornelius Yan "Wevereen, named after his father; and Jacob Locker-mans was the child of the third husband, Govert Lockermans. The last named boy studied medicine and removed to Maryland, where his descendants still bear the name of Lockermans, which has died out in New York. Maryje Jans's third husband, Govert Lockermans, lived in William Street, next to her niece, Madame Johannes Yan Brugh. She was a tender mother to the two little daughters of her husband's first wife, Maryje and Jennetje Lockermans. The former married Balthazar Bayard and the latter Dr. Hans Kierstede de Jonge.

       Govert Lockermans was a Dutchman of gentle birth who came to America soon after its first settlement. From what can be gathered of the family history it seems that two brothers and one sister, having lost their parents, determined to emigrate together to the New World. Before leaving Holland Govert Lockermans persuaded a handsome young girl to marry him and

      

       share his fortunes. Among the presents to the couple was a Bible printed in German type by Paulus Yan Ravensleyn at Amsterdam, 1623. It was handsomely bound in black shagreen, tooled; with clasps and corner-pieces of silver, on which angels' heads were engraved. The first entry in the Bible is translated as follows:

       " Laus Deo, in Amsterdam @ 1641.   Tuesday 24 February is  married Go vert  Lockermans with Ariantie Jans." and is followed by the notice :

       " 1641, 3d November, Tuesday morning at 3 o'clock is born Maria Lockermans in the ship Coninick Davit on the voyage to St. Christopher and New Amsterdam."

       This Bible was presented to the American Bible Society by one of the descendants, and is carefully preserved, and is under the charge of the Lenox Library. Another wedding-gift received by Govert Lockermans's bride was a heavy gold chatelaine, from which several chains depended to hold keys, tablets, needle-case, etc., after the custom of the day. Several of these curious chatelaines, belonging to the Dutch pioneer women, are in possession of their descendants, and one of them matches very closely that belonging to Madame Lockermans, and was probably owned by Madame Johannes Yan Brugh.

       There was an unwritten law among the Dutch women, that some member of the family should be acknowledged as a leader, whose influence was unbounded and

       whose dictates were obeyed without question.   The sis-
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       ter of Govert Lockerraans was one of these autocrats, and it was mainly due to her energy that her entire family emigrated to America.

       Annekje Lockermans was betrothed in Holland to a young man from Guelderland, and before the arrangements for the marriage could be completed, he received the command of a military company from the College of XIX., and was ordered to Mana-ha-ta in 1637. As the " braudt" determined to follow her lover across the sea, she persuaded her sister and two brothers to accompany her, and we find on one of the first pages of the Trouw-Boeck, immediately preceding that of Dr. Kierstede's, the following notice :

       " den 26th dicto (February, 1642)

       " Oloft Stephenzen J M Van "Wyck tot Duiirstede en Anneken Loockermans J.  D.  Van Turuhout."

       The initials J. M. and J. D. signify " young man' and " maiden." The captain was registered in the name by which he was commonly known at the time and for many years after, but the family cognomen was Van Cortlandt, and by that name his descendants are known. The influence of his wife induced Oloff Stevenzen to resign his military position in 1648 and embark in the brewing business, and he consequently built a large brew-house near the fort, on what is now Stone Street, but which was at first called Brower Street, after the great brewery. This street lies between Whitehall and Broad and was one of the first lanes laid out by the

       settlers, and was commonly known as " the Koad."    In
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       1657 it was paved with small round cobble-stones, and the circumstance created such a sensation that the country-people visited it as a curiosity, and it was one of the sights of the little dorp. The burghers laughingly nicknamed it Stone Street, which name it still retains. The improvement was effected by Madame Van Cortlandt, as she could not endure the dust that filled her tidy house caused by the heavy brewer's wains that were constantly passing her door.

       The first step of Oloff Van Cortlandt had been to build a suitable house for his bride, the contract for which is still preserved. Each detail of the house is mentioned, but one thing in particular was stipulated, namely, a" peculiar kind of closet, called a  "  slaap-bauck." This was to be built into the side-walls of the main sitting-room, and was to be provided with a shelf on which a mattress could be laid; folding-doors, that could be closed during the day, and were thrown open only at night, were hung in front of the shelf, on which a large bed piled with duvets and pillows was spread. This was a hospitable provision for travellers, who could thus be provided with a bed at a moment's notice ; the family-rooms being in another part of the house and furnished with the customary bedsteads of sassafras-wood, the odor of which was supposed to prevent vermin from lodging in them. The custom of making beds of this wood was  a very  early  one,  and was learned from the Wilden, but when it  was  discovered  that the notion was a fallacy,  bedsteads were painted green ;  the color
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       of the paint or its composition being credited with the same virtue ; after this also had been found worthless, the housewives resorted to other remedies, and about 1700, when mahogany was introduced into the colony in large quantities, the " four-posters " were made of this wood.

       Madame Van Cortlandt furnished her house with handsome furniture that she had brought with her from Holland which was part of her dower. And as soon as the home was completed the young couple gave a kraeg or house-warming. The first guests were the work-people, who were entertained at a feast of cookies, cakes, etc., washed down by large quantities of wine, beer, and brandy. This kraeg was a customary thing, and was entered in the contract as part-payment of the building. The young people also gave a more elaborate entertainment to their friends, relations, and the members of the government, and this function was one of the first social amusements mentioned in the history of Mana-ha-ta. The quaint-looking house was built after the custom of Patria, with glazed bricks imported from Amsterdam. The roof was sloping, with the gable end to the street, a fashion that struck all foreigners with astonishment, as the English and French of the day built their houses so that the snow that fell from the roofs descended in avalanches into the streets, while the Dutch built their houses so that the roofs sloped over their own enclosures, and the drippings from them were caught in hogsheads, and thus provided the house
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       wife with a constant supply of sweet soft water. The roof was also built in steps, so that the chimneys were accessible from the outside, and could be easily cleaned by a small boy, who was able to climb up or down its capacious throat, inside of which a regular series of steps was always provided for this contingency in addition to those on the roof. A little stoep was built on the front of the house, with commodious benches on either side of the railing, which led to a door that opened in half, the upper part of which was decorated with an enormous brass knocker. This house of the Yan Cort-landts became one of the centres of the petticoat government that so often controlled tlie affairs of the colony and overturned the best-laid plans of its officials, who would have scorned to acknowledge the influence that Madame Van Cortlandt and Madame Bogartus possessed by reason of their dominant characters and family connections.

       Not satisfied with her pleasant town-house, Madame Van Cortlandt longed for her own farm, where, like her friend, Madame Van Brugh, she could superintend the various processes of pickling, preserving, spinning, and weaving, that  were so  necessary for the comfort of her family. She therefore influenced her husband to purchase thirty morgens  *  of land on the Hudson River, overlooking the outlet of the Kloch, at Canoe Place. The northern boundary of the place was the Bestevaars Killitje (Grandfather's Creek) or Minetta Water.  It

       * A morgen was about thirty acres.
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       was near the wagon-road to Sapocanichan, and when purchased, March  12, 1646, was a beautiful rural retreat, with a magnificent view of the harbor and Hudson Kiver.

       Perhaps the most enterprising of all the Dutch colonists, male or female, was Margaret Hardenbroeck. She had married early in life Peter Rudolphus de Vries, and followed her husband to America, where he bought a plantation from the West India Company, on Staten Island, and began a settlement there. De Vries left an account of some of his voyages from Europe to America, that shows him to have been an intelligent, thoughtful man; but he had a quick and domineering temper and was always fighting with the Wilden, his neighbors, or the authorities. As he failed to carry out the terms of his agreement with the company and establish a colony at his own expense, his manorial rights reverted to the government, and after his death his widow sold the property and invested the money in ships, in which she traded between the two continents, establishing what was probably the first line of packets that crossed the Atlantic Ocean. De Vries left an only daughter, Eva, who married Jacobus Van Cortlandt.

       During one of the first voyages that Madame Hardenbroeck made as owner of a vessel she fell in love with one  of  her passengers, named Frederick Phillipse, a young trader who was carrying a large stock of furs to Europe.  They were married in 1662.

       A very  interesting account  of  this notable Dutch

      

       vrouw is to be found in a diary called " A Voyage to New York," written by the Labbadist missionaries, who came to America in search of homes for their coreligionists. These men sailed from Holland on Sunday, June 25, 1679, " in a small flute ship " called the Charles, " of which Thomas Singleton was Master, but the superior authority over both ship and cargo was in Margaret Filipse, who was the owner of both, and with whom we agreed for our passage from Amsterdam to New York, in New Netherland, at 75 guelders for each person, payable in Holland." The ship sailed without the owner, who overtook it in " her yacht and came on board," says the missionary, " with her husband and daughter (Eva de Vries) and a Westphalian woman (who was a widow) and a girl, both of whom were in Margaret's service."

       The passengers suffered many hardships on the voyage from overcrowding, filth, and improper food, and the missionary charged the owner of the vessel with unblushing avarice.

       The wrath of the passengers was aroused when the ship lay in an English port, before starting on the long voyage across the Atlantic, when Madame Phillipse "sold to the captain of an English ship a hogshead of beer, for which her little daughter was honoured with a good lump of gold and Margaret was presented with some good apples." The passengers had nearly finished their own provisions, as they had not foreseen and provided for the detention in the English ports, and they
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       saw before them, with dismay, the prospect of a long voyage with little to eat, and they were indignant that Madame Phillipse should sell any of the provender on board of her ship (although it was her own property), fearing that they would fall short of provisions before they reached America.

       The thrift of husband and wife enabled them to purchase large tracts of land in the New Netherlands that was subsequently " erected into a manor, with grants of fisheries, mines, hunting, and tenorial rights," under the English rule. This is the well-known Phillipse Manor, where a comfortable house was erected, which now stands in the city of Yonkers. They also owned a house on Mana-ha-ta, near the White Hall, or governor's mansion, and close to Madame Van Cortlandt, on the opposite side of Brower (Stone) Street. The building now occupied by the North British and Mercantile Insurance Company, No. 54 William Street, the corner of Pine Street, was part of the property purchased by Madame Phillipse, and is owned by her descendants to this day. Madame Phillipse died about 1690, and her husband married, within two years, the young and handsome widow of John Duval, the daughter of his opposite neighbor, Oloff Yan Cortlandt, and by her had two sons and a daughter, Annekje, who, by her marriage with Philip French, became the ancestress of many prominent colonial women.

       There were other women who were as brave and as constant as Annekje Lockermans and who followed
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       their lovers to the New World. Among them was Cornelia Lubbetse, a native of Amsterdam, who had fallen in love with a son of one of the French  refugee  families by the name of Johannes de Peyster, who  was  educated in her native city. This young man was a merchant of wealth and respectability, who saw an opening in the New World for a man of his energy and integrity, and by the advice of the Patroon Van Rensselaer, who was a friend of the family, de Peyster determined to emigrate and found a family in the New World.

       It was with a heavy heart that he left his betrothed in Amsterdam, but with the courage of her fellow-citizens and the example of her girl friends before her, Cornelia Lubbetse, under the charge of her two brothers, followed her lover to the New Netherlands. Although only a short time in the colony, Johannes de Peyster had provided a comfortable home for his expected bride in Winckel (Store) Street, which ran parallel with Whitehall, close under the shelter of the fort and leading to the  West India Company storehouse. The street has disappeared from the maps of New York, and the Produce Exchange probably covers the site of Johannes de Peyster's house.

       The wedding of the young couple took place December 17, 1651, and was a  gay  and noteworthy function in the annals of the community. Their house was furnished with ponderous chairs and tables imported from Holland, and the silver  service  that was among their possessions was  the most beautiful in the colony. The
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       little house soon became too small to accommodate the rapidly increasing family, and as der Heer de Peyster was a merchant in good circumstances, he became closely connected with the government and was called upon by his fellow-burghers to hold many important municipal positions. But he found that he could not entertain his friends with the lavish hospitality that he desired, and he therefore built a larger house on Broad Street, above the present South William, which was one of the most comfortable and commodious houses on the island. Madame de Peyster was noted for being one of the most warm-hearted and hospitable women, who exercised an unbounded influence over her husband and children. The eldest son, der Heer Abraham de Peyster, became a prominent citizen, while her beautiful daughters, Maria and Cornelia, attracted attention from every marriageable man in the colony. The elder married three times, but the younger sister (whose lover was killed by the savages) refused all offers, and was one of the few women of the community who died unmarried. The husband of Catharine de Boorgh was William Beekman; he was born at Hasselt, Germany, in 1623, and came to America in 1647,  in the same ship with Governor Stuyvesant, who was accompanied by his devoted wife and widowed sister. The tedious voyage cemented a life-long intimacy between the two families. Beekman was a quiet, wise, prudent man, whose opinions soon obtained great weight  in  the colony, and he was called upon to act as
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       its lieutenant-governor and also as "governor of the Swedes colony on the South (Delaware) River." Governor Beekman bought what was known as " Corlear Hoeck " from its original owner, Jacob Corlear, the city trumpeter, and he also purchased a country seat on the East River, over Cripplebush Swamp, the site of which is still commemorated by the name of Beekman Street.

      

       The First Settlement on Mana-ha-ta

       The Wilden's Castle—Canoe Place—Kloch-Hoeck—Indian Industries-Wampum and Sewant—Oyster-shells and Lime—The First Tide-mill—The Catiemuts Windmill—Negro Cemetery—Earthen-ware— Windmill Sails as Signals—Flax and its Preparation—Der Halle— Weather Predictions—Iphetonga—The Great Dock—The First Exchange—Imported Cattle—The " Tea-water Pump."

       r   I  ^HE first settlers perched their huts on the tip end 1  of Mana-ha-ta, just where the river that they named the Hudson joined the waters of the estuary they called the East Kiver, and they imagined that they were in a safe and advantageous situation, as they did not realize that the natives could use the rivers as highways, as well as themselves. The tribe of Wilden, from whom the locality inherited its name of Mana-ha-ta, were too wary to live on an exposed situation like the pile of rocks selected by the Dutch, which was washed by two rivers and easily approached by the canoes of neighboring tribes, and had placed their chief castle on a hill called Catiemuts, which overlooked a charming little fresh-water lake that was surrounded by high lands and shrouded in a forest of locust and nut
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       trees, about two miles from the south end of the island and well-sheltered from surprise by hostile tribes. What was afterward named Mt. Pleasant or Bunker Hill lay to the south, while Cowfoot Hill overlooked the sheet of water from the northern side. The outlet of this lake emptied into the Hudson River. It was a deep, slow-running stream, and flowed westward, about on the line of Canal Street; and the great war-canoes of the Indians were kept close under the shelter of its banks, near the river, and from this circumstance it received the name of Canoe Place. The lake was limpid, sparkling, and deep, with tiny bays and inlets, and great trees hanging over its banks, through whose gnarled and twisted roots trout and other fish darted back and forth.

       To add to the beauties of the lake there was a well-wooded island, nearly in its centre, which afforded a safe retreat for the children and squaws in time of war, and in after years was used as a hiding-place for the contents of the Hall of Records, as the colonial government, during the war of 1728, believed it to be a safe place of concealment. The city powder-house was also erected here where it was protected by the natural environments. The lake stretched to the southeast and lost itself in a swamp that was infested by mosquitoes.

       The island was particularly used by the Indians as a fish-drying encampment, as on it there was little danger of the preserves being stolen by marauding savages or

       thieving animals.
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       The Mana-ha-tas were industrious and the most wealthy of any of the river-tribes. One source of their riches was the money manufactured by the squaws, with infinite patience and diligence, from the blue part of the clam-shells, which was broken into bits and punctured with holes; this was called sewant, and was more valuable than wampum, which was the twisted end of the periwinkle-shell. The two " shells " were strung on grass, hair, or hemp, and braided into "belts" and served as currency. As the manufacture of money from shells was confined to the sea-coast, the Mana-ha-tas and their tributary tribes on Sewan-ha-ka (the Island of Shells) and the Baritans, Hoboken-Hackingach, etc., on the western side of the Hudson, were the richest red men on the continent.

       Coining was not the only source of the Mana-ha-tas' wealth, however. The fish that came into the waters surrounding this island at stated seasons of the year, gave the tribe occupation and a steady income. Quantities of fish were captured in nets by the men, who generally fished together and owned shares in the nets, canoes, etc., and these spoils were consigned to the squaws, who spread the flesh, roes, and entrails on bark, or hung them on poles, to be sun-scorched. The Mana-ha-tas were celebrated for their dexterity in preserving fish, and this delicacy they bartered with the inland tribes, who were dependent on such food in winter, and unable to prepare it for themselves. Shad, cod, herring, and sturgeon were the principal dainties
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       preserved for winter consumption, but oysters and clams were the favorite dish of the Wilden, and were prized most highly, not only for their shells but for their flesh, which was strung on reeds and sea-grass and dried with the fish.

       The site of the Mana-ha-ta village was called by the Dutch Kloch-Hoeck, or Shell Point, from the quantities of bits of clam and oyster shells heaped near the encampment, that had been discarded as worthless by the squaws, who were greatly astonished to find they were still valuable, after their own money had been made from them. The thrifty Dutchmen soon converted the shells into lime, with which they plastered the inside and exterior of their houses, much pleased at getting it so readily and cheaply. The lavish use of this shell-lime was, however, as speedily discarded as it had been adopted, as it was found to act in a very peculiar way. Two or three days before a storm, the walls would exude great drops of moisture, and thus became almost as good as a hygrometer to the inmates. This absorbent quality of the shell-lime made the houses so unbearably damp, both winter and summer, that after a few years' trial its use was abandoned.

       The name of Kloch finally became identified with the lake itself, and was corrupted into the word Collect, by which name this lovely sheet of water was called, until it was filled in, by throwing into it the greater part of the neighboring hill of Catiemuts; streets,
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       parks, and houses now cover its site. The Mana-ha-tas  soon disappeared before the inroads of civilization ; the tribe was partly absorbed into the Dutch settlement and partly distributed among the neighboring bands of Wilden, and the site of their castle and village was appropriated by the new-comers.

       A  tide-mill was erected at Canoe Place, the wheel of  which was undershot, and worked by the rising and falling tide, much to the bewilderment of the savages, who imputed its movement to Manitou, the great spirit.

       The Dutch placed a windmill on Catiemuts, overlooking the Collect, beside the road that led north and was called the Boston Highway, on the line of William Street. The negro burying-ground was here, as it  was convenient to cut holes in the side of the hill and poke the bodies into the shallow graves ; and in later years a kiln for baking earthen-ware, of the soil found hard by, was built close to this lake.

       The finest and the fattest fish were always to be caught in the " race " between the mill and the lake, and Indian and Dutch urchins who had succeeded in playing " hoekies " from school, would sociably congregate side by side on its banks and angle successfully with home-manufactured hooks, made of birds'-claws, locust-thorns, or chicken-bones, and the girls would swim or paddle in the water in summer, or follow their brothers over the ice in winter, on their home-made " sluys," or beef -bone skates.
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       The lake was popularly reported to be fathomless, but it was successfully drained and filled in about the end of the eighteenth century, to the  disgrace  of the greedy municipal authorities, who wantonly destroyed one of the most beautiful features of the island, which was filled with historic reminiscences and memories of the aborigines. Its locality may still be traced under the city courts and prison, and Baxter, White, Elm, Duane, and Park Streets cross and recross it. The head-waters were in Leonard Street, and the main spring is in the cellar of a house close to the beautiful building of the New York Life Insurance Company, which is situated about on the site of the old Indian fort on the Catiemuts hill.

       Some traveller has called New York the city of hills. This was no uncalled-for cognomen, as the land rose and fell all along the centre of the island, forming an almost continuous ridge, that sloped gently on either side to the Hudson and East Rivers. Little brooks trickled down their sides, and great trees covered them and made bosky shelters for foxes, deer, wolves, bears, and other game, all of which were found on the island of Mana-ha-ta up to the middle of the eighteenth century.

       The Dutch settlers perched their windmills on so many of the hill-tops that they formed a prominent feature of the landscape. They had been among the first edifices erected after the arrival of the Dutch on the western continent, as the Hollanders, true to their
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       time-honored customs, always made every arrangement to make themselves independent of outside assistance, and by their prudence and foresight provided for every emergency within their own borders.

       The first town-mill was built on a high hill between Liberty and Cortlandt Streets. It was hastily constructed, and the original building was soon blown away, and a new and more substantial one substituted in 1662, which remained as a landmark for nearly a century. "When the sails of the mill were not twirling around with the wind, to grind the corn in the hopper, they were sometimes used as signals, and a code was established that was easily understood by those who held the key. To announce an invasion from hostile foes the sails could be set square, one arm pointing to the sky, and the opposite one to the earth. The sails set in this way, with the upper half of the mill door open, was another signal; the sails half-clothed and set askew, was a third, and the combinations were more varied and conveyed more information than the uninitiated would credit. A code of signals established between Gardiner's Island and the mainland is still in existence at the manor house.

       The island of Mana-ha-ta was endowed with many rills and streams, and there was a particularly fresh and sparkling rill (as the Dutch called it) which was closer to their hamlet than that of the Kloch. This little brook was speedily appropriated by the women of the  settlement, as its waters were claimed to have espe-
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       cial virtues. It was usually filled with flax-stalks, which were tied in bundles and thrown into it to  soak  and soften, so that they could be prepared for the domestic distaff, which the women who first settled Mana-ha-ta used instead of the spinning-wheel, as they clung to the traditional mode of manufacture of linen thread, looking askance at the then novel invention of the wheel.

       The hill-side that sloped toward the deep, clear spring which was the head-waters of the rill, was covered with fine grass especially suited for a bleaching-ground. It was called " De claver Waytie," and as soon as the Dutch settlement was firmly established, merry parties of young girls flocked to it daily, to soak their flax or spread their rolls of linen to bleach on the clover-patch, and they wore a narrow winding path for themselves, which was dubbed " T'Maadge Paatje " and is known today as Maiden Lane.

       A very large, handsome, wide-spreading elm-tree grew on the corner of Wall and Broad Streets. Its drooping limbs sheltered a favorite tavern named " Der Halle." The huge bole of the famous tree could only be spanned by six men with arms outstretched, and it was encircled by rustic benches, before which were placed tables. Under the shade of " der groot" tree all the Dutch worthies would gather on a summer afternoon, after their mid-day meal, and there they would sit and dreamily puff at their long-stemmed

       pipes  and  lazily  watch  the  passers-by.     These  old
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       Dutchmen were " weather-wise," in their own conceit, and, by constantly studying the clouds and sky, could generally predict a coming storm when they saw fleecy little clouds gather in the sky like a flock of sheep and roll toward the wisps of thin vapor that always appeared at the same time, and the clouds looked as if they were the famous flock that belonged to Bo-Peep and were in search of their discarded tails. The Dutch called these clouds " mackerel and mares' tails." When after a storm the heavy clouds broke and parted, they would say: "It will clear if there is enough blue sky to make a Dutchman a pair of breeches." On a hot summer afternoon, if the thunder-clouds banked up black and threatening behind the " Great Kocks of Wiehocken," on the Hudson River, opposite the little burgh, the Dutch worthies would sit calmly under their beloved tree and declare that the storm would not sweep their way, unless " it came up against the wind," and not even then if the tide was running out strongly in the Hackensack River, on the western side of the Wiehocken Cliff, for they knew that the " Great Rocks " would catch the storm and hurl it backward, to be attracted by the river, and by some mysterious means (supposed by the burghers to be supernatural, and not unconnected with departed Indian spirits) the storm would be carried to sea and the muttering thunderclouds would roll away, leaving Mana-ha-ta undisturbed. With these and other old-time theories the burgomasters and schepen of the town, and those who had
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       the " Burgher reicht," amused themselves, when clustered in their cosey nook, under the shade of " der groot" tree, from which nearly every movement in the burgh could be watched.

       This spot was dedicated to the business of the place, and has ever since been its centre. Seated in front of " Der Halle," the pipe-puffing worthies could watch the comely Dutch farm-women, who, in  close-fitting caps, without hats or bonnets, and invariably in couples, would row across the East River from under the Iphe-tonga Cliff (as the Wilden called the high sandy bank on the opposite shore of Long Island). The farm produce was piled in the stern of the flat-bottomed, unwieldy " battoe," with perhaps a sturdy urchin perched in the bow, with a fat porker squeaking at his feet; and the two women would steadily row against tide or wind and deftly guide their " scow " to the ferry land-

       ing.

       The market-place on the Strand was hard by this favorite tavern, and to the north, in the foreground, could be seen a tiny, crescent-shaped fort called a Rondel, which was part of the town's defence against invaders. The Exchange could be reached in a moment by the worthies under " der groot" tree, as it was directly in front of them and was only an open space used as a convenient meeting-place, where merchants could congregate to barter and sell their goods.

       The pride of the burgher's heart, and his chief reminiscence of the beloved Patria, with its watery highways,
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       canals, dykes, and vlys, was the great dock, which was one of the first improvements made by the Dutch, very soon after the settlement of the colony, and which lay in front of the Stadt-Huys. Beyond the dock was a covered bridge, crossing the " Graft," as the ditch was called, that flowed through what is now Broad Street and emptied into the great dock. This bridge was on the site of the present Exchange Place, and on it the merchants congregated daily, and would lean on its wooden railings while haggling over their sales. The site had been carelessly chosen, simply on account of its convenient position, which was close to the official buildings of the burgh, as well as to the great scales and the shipping; and as early in the history of the colony as March, 1670, the governor and council saw its importance, and therefore decreed that the spot should be recognized as an official mart or exchange, " after the manner of Patria," and ordered that regular meetings should be held there every Friday morning between eleven and twelve o'clock.

       But although the bridge was such a favorite and convenient rally ing-place for the merchants, it was a dangerous spot on which to linger on a cold winter's day, when the ground was covered with snow and ice, as a steep hill rose above it, and down its slippery sides the children of the burgh delighted to slide, and more than one staid burgher, standing on the bridge, and quite unconscious of his danger, was knocked off his sturdy legs into the Graft by a terrified youngster, whose " sluy " had
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       run away with him when coasting " belyguthers " clown the steep sides and around the sharp turns of Flaten-barack hill. To prevent such mischances, the governor issued a decree and commanded the city watch to " prevent and forbid " sliding or coasting down the hill when the exchange was in session. At other times the children were free to do as they pleased, and the merchants might look out for themselves.

       The ferry to Long Island lay a little north of the Exchange and yet partly in view of the patrons of  "Der Halle," and a blacksmith's forgo was established at tlie top of the bank overlooking the landing-stage. It was owned by Cornelius Clopper, and the spot was known as "De Smits Ylye." It was a convenient stopping-place for teams crossing from one island to the other; although when Mana-ha-ta was first settled it was not the custom to shoe horses or provide the wheels of the carts with tires.

       The burghers who were seated around " der groot" tree always considered it the crowning pleasure of their tranquil afternoon, to watch their cattle slowly wend their way homeward at sunset from the common, on which they had been grazing all day under the charge of the licensed town-herdsman, Gabriel Carpsey. The herd was collected at sunrise by the official guardian, who blew a few melodious notes on a twisted cow's horn fitted with a mouth-piece, which he wore suspended by a green cord across his shoulders; and this horn served as a recognized badge of office. The old herdsman was a

      

       quaint figure, with his steeple-crowned hat and long staff,  as he shuffled along in his low-heeled shoes, brass buckles, and gray stockings, preceded by the sleek kine, who seemed indifferent to his presence but who obeyed the lowest notes of the horn, and seemed to recognize the different calls that Carpsey blew to direct their movements.

       The " Ylacke" to which the cows were driven was the property of the burgh and set aside as the grazing-ground, for the use of its inhabitants, and covers the site of the common, or City Hall Park, and was beyond the palisades or city wall.

       " De Schaape Way tie," or sheep's pasture, was the common now covered by Broad Street, above Exchange Place. The official guardians of this flock were Claes Groen  and Pieter Lieresen, who herded the sheep and goats of the community at one guilden per head a year. All  the animals in the town were officially examined annually, and branded, and the signs and marks were recorded in a book kept for the purpose.

       The West India Company imported cattle in the first ship that arrived at Mana-ha-ta with the first emigrants who were sent under the auspices of the company, which  was in April, 1625, when one hundred and three head  arrived at the " Plantation." Stallions, mares, bulls,  cows, sheep, etc., were carefully selected in Holland, with a view  " to their breeding and multiplying." The increase of the herd were rented, on June 20, 1640, to various  settlers, and the lease of fifteen cows, eight
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       mares, and two stallions was duly recorded in the official register. The breed was, however, a poor one, and the animals small and weak, but they increased so rapidly that at one time they threatened to become a nuisance to the settlers. The Dutch traders pitched their tents on Capsey's rocks, without duly considering the important question of drinking-water. There were a few springs at the end of the island, but the water was brackish and, as the community grew in size, the supply was insufficient for their needs. There w r ere wells inside of the fort, and others in neighboring localities that belonged to private individuals. The water was not sweet, and the vrouws complained that " it furred inside of their kettles," and the cattle sometimes refused to drink it. It was several years after the settlement of the island before sweet and wholesome water was found about Chambers Street, and this well fortunately afforded an unlimited supply. It was called the " tea-water pump," and servants were sent to it daily to fetch water for the evening brew for the good vrouw's tea-table. Pedlers also carried the water from house to house in pails suspended from yokes hung around their necks, or in barrels called "ankers," that were hung on wheels, to which dogs were hitched and driven through the streets.

       Later a city ordinance was put in force by Governor Stuyvesant to prevent hogs running through the streets, "as they rooted up the wall of the fort." The disposition of swill and garbage became a serious question with
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       householders, and the dog-carts were called into play again, and were driven from door to door to collect the refuse from each house. This industry continued until about 1870, when a city ordinance prohibited the use of dogs for carting purposes.

       S3
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       Birth  and Christening Customs — Caudle-parties — Christening-gifts — Izer-cookies — Folk-lore — Lullabies and Fireside Tales —The Aan-spreecker — Pall-bearers and their Presents — Funeral and Marriage Ceremonies—Brides and their Quaint Costumes—Dress.

       THE manners and customs of the first settlers of Mana-ha-ta were naturally founded upon those of Patria, and they were piously observed and closely followed by the expatriated ladies, who cherished the traditions of their forefathers and despised all innovations. Among the most solemnly observed of the household ceremonies were those attending the birth of a child, and each time-honored custom was followed with un-deviating regularity. The infant was wrapped in swaddling-clothes and put into an elaborately embroidered pocket, which was trimmed with frills of ribbon, the color of which indicated the sex of the child. A tiny ruffled cap confined its ears closely to its head, and the baby was wrapped so tightly in its bands that it could move neither hand nor foot, and was laid in a cradle, or hung suspended from a nail in the wall, without fear of its stirring from any position in which it might be placed.
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       The birth of an infant was announced to the neighbors by hanging an elaborately trimmed pin-cushion on the knocker of the front door, the color of which denoted the sex, blue indicating a boy and white a girl. This cushion was usually provided by the grandmother, and was generally made of such handsome materials that it was handed down as an heirloom from one generation to another, to serve for similar occasions. In families where this was the custom, the name and birthday of each child (whose arrival it had heralded) were elaborately embroidered on either white or blue ribbons and sewn to the cushion, so that this peculiar fashion became the birth-record kept by the women of the family, while the head of the house kept a record of the name, age, sex, and god-parents of his child in his family Bible, which each householder possessed. The church registers were also carefully kept, and those of the Dutch and French congregations are accurate chronicles of the day.

       A very formal ceremony followed the birth and baptism of a child, and this was the grand reception held by the proud mother as soon as she was strong enough to see her female friends. Elaborate preparations were always made for these caudle-parties, as they were called, and " achterlingen," cookies, krullers, and " oly koecks " were provided for the feast. The first of these cakes is a sweetened bread, cut in slices and dried, and is sometimes called rusk. The last-named delicacy is often called a dough-nut, which is a base imitation
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       of the true  "  oly koeck," that always had a iiut or a raisin embedded in its centre, which added greatly to its flavor.

       The particular dainty that was the inseparable accompaniment of the reception, and gave it the name, was the drink that was brewed and served piping-hot to the visitors. It was called caudle, and its concoction was a secret carefully preserved in certain families, who always prepared it and sent it to the house of  "  the lady in the straw "  as an especial mark of their favor. A family receipt that has been handed down from mother to daughter, through the descendants of Cornelia Lub-betse (Mrs. Johannes de Peyster) calls for three gallons of water, seven pounds of sugar, oatmeal by the pound, spice, raisins, and lemons by the quart, and two gallons of the very best Madeira wine.

       Such a rich compound was seductive to the last degree, and the good ladies would sip and gossip, and nod their capped heads together over it with great enjoyment. Caudle was always served in huge silver bowls, around which were hung quaint little spoons, so that each guest might ladle out a portion for herself into the tiny china cups when she was handed the bowl by the servants, and dip out a fat raisin or bit of citron to flavor her " dish of caudle."

       The spoons that hung around the bowls were often gifts to the baby from its god-parents. This bowl was round, and had some scriptural  scene  stamped on it, and about its edge were engraved the name and birthday of
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       the child. The handle was short, curved, and sharply crooked on the end, so that it could be hung on the outside ©f the caudle-bowl, and it was generally ornamented by a heart, on which was perched a beautifully modelled little bird, which in heraldic parlance is termed "acockcantant," that is, with head uplifted and open beak. Why this peculiar emblem was selected to adorn a christening-gift, is not apparent. It is true that it was symbolic of St. Peter, but the connection with a baptismal ceremony cannot be inducted. The cock was a favorite emblem with the ancients on account of its courage and endurance, and Pliny devotes some sonorous and well-rounded sentences in praise of " its proud, commanding gait and stately stride," and wrote that "a cock, with his curved and graceful tail, inspired terror even in the lion himself, that most intrepid animal." The emblem may have been selected in order to inspirit the infant, and encourage it to be brave, although the parents could scarcely have desired that it should emulate the noise of the emblematic "cock cantant." There are many of these spoons to be found among the descendants of the Dutch settlers, and the caudle-party is not obsolete, and is still held by members of old New York families.

       There was another dainty that always accompanied the caudle. These were "izer-cookies," which were toothsome cakes, made of pastry, and put into an " izer " and squeezed flat, and then pushed into hot ashes and baked. The receipt of the Dutch vrouws for these

      

       cookies was copied in various localities, but, strange to say, the cake received a new name in each place. In New Jersey they were called split-cakes, in Philadelphia squeeze-cakes, and among the English settlers in New York they became known as wafers or hard waffles.

       The izer, or wafer-irons, were favorite wedding-presents, and were often decorated with the coat-of-arms of the groom, together with his initials and those of his bride, and the date of their marriage. The izer consisted of two iron plates, each one about eighteen inches in circumference, and fitting exactly into each other, and two long handles hinged them together. The carving on the inside of the plates was pressed into the dough, which when baked had the design printed on the cake. A " Social History of Flatbush " records an advertisement in a local paper of March 16, 1772, which shows how universal was the use of these irons. The notice was as follows :

       " Hard and soft waffle-irons for sale by Peter Goelet, at the Golden Key, Hanover Square, New York."

       The care of the baby never devolved upon a servant; the Dutch ladies set a good example to the women of their day by nursing and tending their own children, who grew up straight, strong, handsome lads and lasses who loved their mothers beyond everything.

       The tender " mutter " found time, amid the countless occupations of the day, to croon over her little ones, and sing them the ditties learned at her own mother's
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       knee.     The favorite song was one that is still fondly remembered, and is as follows :

       V-

       " Trip a trop a tronjes, De varken in de boonjes, De koejes in de klaver, De paaden in de haver, De eenjes in de water plass, De klaf in de long grass, So goot mine kinder popetje was ; "

       which may be freely translated as follows:

       From your throne on ray knee, The pigs in the bean-patch see, The cows in the clover meet, The horses in the oat-field eat, The ducks in the water pass, The calves scamper through the grass, They love the baby on my knee, And none there are as sweet as she.

       There was another favorite ditty of the day which has been orally handed down to the present generation, and may have become slightly altered from the original.

       It  was—

       "Dwnr zat een aapje op-een stokje,

       Achter myn moeders keuken deur, Hy had een gaatje ie syn rokje, Duur stok dat schelmje syn kopje deur; "

       which  means that "a tiny ape sat on a stool behind my mother's  kitchen door; he made a hole in his little
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       jacket through which the rogue pokes his head." The rest of the jingle has become so confused that the Dutch words are jumbled inextricably together and defy spelling or translation.

       But if the mother sang her lullabies to her babies the father was by no means silent and had his own folklore to teach to his children, who would sit beside him on the stoop during the long summer evenings, or cling to him lovingly on the settee in front of the wide-throated fireplace in winter. These great chimneys were characteristic of Patria. The sides were finished with pink, blue, or purple tiles, on which were painted quaintly dressed figures, over which was the number of a text which was the key to the scriptural subjects represented. The Good Samaritan, Balaam's Ass, and Lazarus were favorite pictures. Sunday evening was always devoted to singing hymns and reading the church catechism, after which the father would take one of the pictures on the tiles as a theme for a little biblical instruction, and no well-brought-up Dutch maiden or urchin could have been shaken in their belief in the legendary whale that swallowed the prophet Jonah. Even though in after life they could find no authority for the whale, when they searched the Scriptures for themselves, the graphic scene of the spouting fish was too firmly impressed on their minds to allow them to fancy that any other monster was capable of performing the miracle. Theatrical performances were

       unknown in  the colonies, and a dramatic exhibition,
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       after the manner of the Italian Punch-and-Judy, was the nearest approach that the children of the early Dutch settlers ever caine to seeing a play. This was also a fireside pastime and was only enacted as a great treat. It was rendered by the father of the family, whose broad-tipped, spatulated fingers were decorated with eyes, nose, and mouth, painted on the ends with red pokeberry juice, which served the first settlers in place of ink. The thumb of the left hand was wrapped in a kerchief to make it look like an old lady in a cap, and the play began. It had three performers—

       A Dame. —The thumb.

       A Friar. —The middle finger.

       A Maid-servant. —The little finger. Dame Thumb was supposed to be seated in her best parlor, cap on head and " specs " on nose, and a visiting Friar was supposed to be standing on the stoop outside the front door, which was formed by the ring and forefingers that touched their tips together in front of the Friar, who opened the ceremonies by rapping on the fingers before him, and the parts of the three  dramatis personce  were rendered in different tones of voice. The Friar gave his part in a deep growl, the Dame delivered hers with a simpering lisp, and the little Maid-servant squeaked her words out in a high nasal key. The play began with the rapping of the Friar on the knocker, and the father would say, in a deep sonorous voice :

       " Tap, tap at the door! " 61
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       This call was answered in a small wee voice, as if by the little Maid:

       Servant —" Somebody knocks, mam ! somebody knocks! "

       Dame —" See who it is ; see who it is."

       Servant —" Who's at the door, there ? who's at the door ? "

       Friar —" A friar; a friar ! "

       Servant —" A friar, good dame ; a friar, good dame!"

       Dame —" See what he wants ; see what he wants."

       Servant —"What do you want, sir; what do you want?"

       Friar —" I want to come in; I want to come in."

       Servant —" He wants to come in, dame ; he wants to come in."

       Dame —" Bid him come in, then ; bid him come in."

       Servant —"You may come in, sir ! you may come in !"

       Friar —" Thank you, good dame; " and so he popped in.

       This was done by ducking the middle finger tinder the tips of the ones in front, as if passing through a doorway, and this denouement was always anxiously looked for by the youngsters, and the tiny act rapturously applauded.

       There was another finger-play that was reserved entirely for little children, and a well-brought-up Dutch baby would consider itself defrauded of its rights if it were put into the cradle without having its own baby-entertainment, which consisted in twisting and turning a hand back and forth before its face, keeping time to a droning tune, and the following words, which are rendered phonetically just as they have been transmitted

       from generation to generation, without an idea of their
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       meaning beyond their having some connection with hot buttered waffles :

       "Ter roorches, ter roorches, She Marneche bucleche, borche Ter roorches, ter roorches, As me mither le waffles she boxes, De  butter la door de groches, Ter roorches, ter roorches She mameche buckle che boo."

       The lullaby is still sung by the descendants of the first Dutch settlers.

       The funeral services of the day were lengthy, solemn functions attended only by men, and the grief of the mourners seems to have been exhausted by the attendant ceremonies, judging by the celerity with which all widows and widowers remarried during the early colonial days.

       A death was usually announced by the slow tolling of a bell, which struck a number of times to correspond with the age of the departed. The professional conductor of ceremonies was a duly licensed official and was called an " aanspreecker ; " he went the rounds from house to house, dressed in a long black coat and mantle, and carrying a watchman's staff, which he struck loudly on the ground as he walked. His hat was decorated with heavy folds of black stuff, that fell down his back nearly to  his heels. His duty was to inform each member of the  family of  the death of their relative, and invite them
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       to the funeral, which generally took place three or four days after the death. The aanspreecker superintended this important and often very expensive ceremony, when the friends and relatives met at the house of the deceased, where he received and ushered them into the different rooms set apart for the reception. The best parlor was seldom opened or used except for funerals, and was furnished with quaint high-backed chairs, with rush bottoms. These were called the " dead chairs." After a few prayers, the procession was marshalled, and twelve of the most distinguished men of the town were selected to bear the coffin to the burying-ground. A black cloth, with heavy tassels, called a " dood kleed," was thrown over it. This pall was owned by the church, which always had two or more; the worst one being loaned to the poorer members of the congregation, while the newest one was reserved for the funerals of the distinguished members of the community.

       The twelve pall-bearers literally carried the coffin from the house to the grave. They were distinguished by small white cushions, that were put on the shoulder and held in place by bands that passed across the back and chest, and fastened under the opposite arm. This was the origin of the pall-bearers' scarfs, a custom that has survived to the present time.

       After the interment, the procession returned to the house in the order in which it had gone, and cakes, spiced wine, pipes, and tobacco were liberally distrib-
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       uted, and the assembly was often the occasion of more festivity than was decorous under the circumstances.

       "Containing lots of fun, Like mourning-coaches when the funeral's done."

       At some funerals, a spoon was given to each of the pall-bearers, as commemorative of the occasion. The handle terminated in what was popularly called a "monkey," and the spoons were called "monkey spoons." The figure was probably intended for one of the Twelve Apostles, but was so crudely executed that it resembled an animal more closely than it did a man.

       A " mourning-ring" was usually presented to all the female relations, and inside the circle was inscribed the age, name, and date of death of the deceased; or else they received a tiny brooch, made of a rim of gold holding in place a little glass lid surrounded with pearls and enclosing a tiny snip of hair. These rings and brooches were always worn conspicuously by the relatives and were most grewsome ornaments.

       A widow usually bound a piece of velvet ribbon around her head, in front of the cap, and pinned the ends with the mourning-brooch commemorative of her husband's death and her own loss.

       Catilina de Peyster's funeral was said to be peculiarly "edifying and solemn." Six young ladies were requested to attend as pall-bearers, who were dressed in white sarcenet jackets and petticoats, with their heads

      

       uncovered and their hair powdered and done up with white ribbon. The funeral attracted  great  attention, as it was unusual for women to  attend  them, and when the procession started from Mr. de  Peyster's house  in King Street, headed by the six young ladies and followed  by the white coffin, over which a white embroidered pall was thrown, the w r hole city hurried out  to  watch it march up to Trinity Church. The following Sunday Dr.  Vesey  preached a funeral sermon, and all the young damsels who had officiated as pall-bearers  sat  together in a front pew in the church, close to the parents of the dead girl.

       Marriages were merry festivals. The groom w r as required by law to take out a license, and for many years it w r as only possible to obtain one at Albany, Esopus, or Mana-ha-ta. The official records, therefore, of these three places are pretty accurate family histories of the Dutch settlers. The marriage-ceremony, or  "  iuzegeening," was usually performed at the house of the bride's parents, and all the friends and relations gathered to witness it and enjoy the feast that followed.

       Among the lower classes much rough play was indulged in, and the bridegroom's house  was  sometimes mischievously decorated with May-poles propped in front of his door, on which  were  hung ragged stockings, and they were not removed until he paid his tormentors to carry them away.

       It  was  customary to have a poor-box conspicuously
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       displayed before the door of the bride, and the guests and passers-by were expected to contribute to it, and sometimes a goodly sum was collected.

       On  one occasion, money was solicited for building a church, and enough was subscribed to erect the Dutch Church. Some of the guests tried to evade payment of the money, declaring their signatures to the document had been obtained " when in their cups," and that the dominie had rilled in the sums opposite their names; but the excuse availed them nothing, and they were obliged to pay the full sum recorded against them.

       One of the first newspapers published in New York contains the following verses :

       "A Receipt for all young Ladies that are going to be married,' 1 to make a

       SACK POSSET.

       " From famed Barbadoes on the Western Main, Fetch sugar half a pound, fetch Sack from Spain A pint; and from the Eastern Indian coast Nutmeg, the glory of our Northern toast; O'er flaming coals together let them heat, ' Till the all-conquoring Sack dissolves the sweet. O'er such another fire let eggs, twice ten, New-born from foot of Cock and rump of hen ; Stir them with steady hand, and conscience pricking, To see the untimely fate of twenty chickens ; From shining shelf take down your brazen Skillet: A  quart of milk from gentle cow will fill it; When boiled and cooled put milk and Sack to egg, Unite them firmly, like the Triple League;
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       Then covered close, together let them dwell 'Till Miss twice sings, ' You Must Not Kiss and Tell.' Each lad and lass snatch up their murderous spoon, And fall on fiercely like a starved Dragoon."

       The dress of the bride was a peculiar one. She always wore as many petticoats as she could carry^ as these were a part of her dower and a sign of prosperity, but sometimes a bride would appear scantily clothed, and with "a shift" over her dress. This was in the case of a widow whose first husband had left debts that she had been unable to discharge, and she was married the second time in this curious apparel, so as to signify that she went penniless into her husband's hands, and he accepted her without dower, and was not to be held responsible for his predecessor's liabilities. The minister of the parish when entering the marriage in der Trouw Boeck, would place in the margin some such notice as the following: "In the presence of A. B. C., etc., was Rachel Pier,  with her chemise  over her clothes,  married to Albert Hendrickse Ploeg, by me Dominie Micella, April 30, 1699."

       A maiden bride wore a peculiarly shaped crown, that was generally an heirloom in the family and kept for such occasions. It was sometimes of metal, and adorned with precious stones 3  but more usually was of pasteboard covered with silk, handsomely embroidered in gold and silver. The bride's women also wore an emblematic head-gear. They were not often maidens, but
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       were matrons, who admonished the bride and taught her the various duties to be performed during the services, and had general charge of the ceremonies.

       The staid burghers of Mana-ha-ta were visited in the council-room, December 17, 1658, by an irate woman by the name of Madame Abraham Yosbochs, from whom Annekje Leevens, the wife of Goosen Gerritse Yan Schaick, had borrowed two coronets, one for herself and one for Maria Wesselsen, which had not been returned after they had been worn by the bride's women at a marriage-ceremony. The council passed an order, requiring Mesdames Yan Schaick and Wesselsen " to make restitution of the same."

       Sumptuary laws regarding dress were not required in the colony, but there was an unwritten law that was obeyed without hesitation. Each official had his distinctive costume. The maiden's hair was not covered by the matron's coif. Laborers wore a dress that did not impede them in their work. They never wore long coats—those were reserved for the upper classes ; but every workman and craftsman donned long leathern aprons, both in the house and in the street. One corner of it was invariably tucked under the belt when the wearer was not working, but otherwise it fell nearly to his feet. The leather was often dyed red with the bark of the chestnut or oak tree.

       The peasantry pushed their hair straight back, and covered it with a close-fitting cap. The usual dress was

       " a short gown and petticoat," and it was the pride of the
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       thrifty housewife to have spun and woven the stuff for these skirts herself. They were generally of  linsey-woolsey of the natural gray color, but  were sometimes dyed blue with a mixture of red-maple bark and copperas, or the stuff was colored red with alder-bark. These dyes had been taught to the Dutch women by the squaws. By these distinctive dresses each class could be distinguished. Even the crafts could be noted, and the married women were recognized at a glance from the maidens.

       From the side of the matron always hung a chatelaine, sometimes of gold and handsomely ornamented, but more frequently of brass with steel chains, from which dangled keys, scissors, pin-cushions, and a tiny case called a house-wife (and pronounced  hussuf),  containing thimble, needles, and bodkin. The church-book, with corners and clasps of gold "and silver, also hung by long chains to match, from the chatelaine or girdle.

       In the " History of Flatbush " there is a curious account of one of the Lefferts family, who, during the Revolutionary War, changed all her money into gold pieces, which she sewed into a round pin-cushion and hung by her side. A party of English soldiers once entered her house, and after destroying many of the good lady's valuables, slashed at her cushion with a sword, and " cut the ribbon by which it hung, and the whole party had a boisterous game of ball with the pin-cushion, which once or twice fell into the fire-place." It was finally

       tossed on one side, when the poor woman eagerly and
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       quietly seized it and hid it away, and the soldiers never discovered its precious contents.

       Contemporaneous portraits show that when the good people put on their best clothes, they could be very fine, and the stuffs of which they were made were of the handsomest and richest materials. The portraits at the manor houses of Rensselaerswyck, Livingston, Van Cortlandt, etc., are those of fine-looking men and bweet-faced women. The coats of the former are of velvet, silk, or satin, trimmed with handsome lace, diamond buttons and buckles, and sometimes with rare furs. Around the throats of the men were wrapped yards of fine muslin trimmed with lace, which were called " Stein-wicks," after the gallant soldier of that name; and the ladies were by no means behind their husbands in the richness of their apparel.

      

       Habits, Amusements, and Laws

       The Dutch Learn from the Wilden—Samp-Mortar Rock—The Wilden's Industries—Houses and Furniture—Education of Children—Strange Laws and Punishments—The Kermiss—The First Clubs—Games— The First Hospital and Orphan Asylum—The Rattle-watch—Brant— The Fire Brigade—Light in the City.

       THE first settlers on Mana-ha-ta adapted themselves to their surroundings in a remarkable way. They studied the habits of their wild neighbors and were not too proud to learn from them their secrets of dyeing, preparing tobacco, or planting maize. The time for this, according to the Wilden's doctrine, was " when the birch-tree leaf was the size of a mouse's ear." The savages taught the settlers their fashion of pounding corn into "hominy," which was the "Wilden's name for cracked corn. It was done by making a hole in the stump of a tree, or in a rock, into which the kernels were thrown and then beaten with a heavy pestle. A round excavation in a promontory overlooking Fair-field, Connecticut, is still  called  Samp-Mortar Eock, samp being another  name  for the ground corn ; and tradition declares that the spot was always resorted to,
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       in the autumn, by the squaws, for the purpose of pounding their corn, which was done to a musical croon that kept time to the thud of the pestle.

       The leaves of the corn were woven into mats or tied into brooms, when not used for fodder for the cattle.

       The breakfast of the first Dutch settlers was generally prepared at sunrise, and was of " suppone," which was mush mixed with milk, buttermilk, or " strop," as they called molasses, and if they had tea they drank it without milk. The noonday meal was buttermilk and bread, and the supper consisted of flat cakes baked in the ashes, and sometimes a bit of bacon. Sugar was made from the sap of the maple-trees, and Mr. Knickerbocker, in his amusing, but not always veracious, account of Dutch customs, declares that a large lump of sugar was always suspended by a string over the table in a Dutch kitchen, and each one would sip his tea, chocolate, or coffee, and bite a bit off the suspended lump of sugar, which was swung from one to the other.

       The Wilden were, at most times, freely admitted in small companies within the " palisadoes " of the little burgh, and they brought many commodities to barter. They were cunning weavers of baskets that were waterproof, made of a species of dogsbane, and could make candles and soap of bayberries, or brushes from a block of oak, which they ingeniously split into thousands of bristles.

       The wild people were not pleasant companions, as they followed a native custom and, according to the
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       history of the  Rev.  Charles Wolley, it was their habit to " rub oyl of Fishes, Fat of Eagles, and Grease of Rac-koons" on their skin to keep it from blistering and repel the attacks of gnats and mosquitoes. They seldom washed their bodies or even their faces and hands, and in consequence the Dutch vrouwen, who were neatness personified, thought they were irreclaimable savages, and, although invariably kind to them, did not encourage them to take up their abode within the settlement, except under certain restraints.

       The Algonquin name for the Dutch was " Swan Nak Wak," but the Indians also called them " Assyre-oni,"  i.e.,  cloth-weavers; " Charistonin," or iron-workers ; sometimes " Sauk-hi-canin," or fire-makers; while the contemptuous epithet of " Materiooty," or coward, was sometimes bestowed on the planters.

       The "Wilden taught the settlers to look for the great annual flight of pigeons, which, early in April, always flew north to eat the wild carrot. This flight invariably took place at dawn and never after ten o'clock in the morning. It was so heavy as to darken the sun, and so low that stones, clubs, and like missiles were thrown at the birds, which were slaughtered by thousands.

       The Indians had many medicines made from plants, roots, barks, and herbs. They understood the virtues of stramonium, smut-wheat, golden-rod, elderberry, etc. They would brew catnip-tea for the sick or strengthen an invalid with a decoction of strawberry-leaves. An Indian, if ill, eschewed meat, unless it were that of a
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       female animal, and he understood the virtues of vapor-baths. Their great remedy for cuts and bruises was Seneca-oil, which we now use in the form of vaseline or cosmoline.

       As time went on and the savages became more domesticated, almost every household had one or more of the wild men or women hanging around the kitchen-fire. They never made good servants, but would do " chores " for  the vrouwen, such as cutting and piling the kindling-wood, or lifting heavy kettles on the great swinging cranes, in return for food and a lodging in the barn or under the back stoep.

       The houses were built with long, sloping roofs, and if possible, on a side-hill, so that the front stoep was approached by a few steps, but the kitchen-door at the back of the house was always flush with the ground. It was wide and high, and was built in this way to allow of a horse being driven in every morning, hauling, by means of a long iron chain, a huge bock-log, which made the foundation of the fire that was never allowed to die out entirely. Everyone went in and out of the kitchen-door, except on occasions of ceremony. The front parlor was a sacred apartment that was kept tightly closed except on gala days, and woe to the mouse or the " kack-erlack" (cockroach) that entered it. On the opposite side of the hall, that always ran from the front to the rear of  the house, was the family sitting-room. The bedrooms were large and filled with ponderous mahogany bureaus and four-post bedsteads, under which was " een
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       slaapbauck op rollen," or  trundle-bed,  which was pulled out at night, and into which were tucked from two to four children. The lower classes used great boxes with boarded bottoms for beds, which were filled with sacks of hay, corn-silk, or dried leaves. A great brass warming-pan usually hung on the walls.

       The children of the first settlers were well trained in household duties, as was needful in a place where there were few servants, and each woman undertook much of her own house-work. The boys were made to carry water from the well or run errands to the wood-house, the smoke-house, and the brine-barrel in the cellar. The girls had their daily "stint" inside of the house, and, as there was always " a stretch " on the loom, an idler was often " set to do a yard " as a punishment. As time went on and better servants were to be obtained in the colony, the arduous duties of the house-wife fell on them, but every maiden, whatever her station in life, was thoroughly instructed in the details of house-keeping, and she was not considered eligible for matrimony until she could show her " kos " full of linen, spun and woven by herself, and daintily marked with her initials in cross-stitch.

       The Dutch councillors were wise men whose rules were simple and hardly amounted to laws. They met in solemn conclave at least once a week, and any person might appear before them without ceremony, and state his grievance or complaint. The defendant was summoned, and both parties were usually requested to make
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       their plea and defence in writing. This was often handed to a third party, with a request that he would try to make the two persons agree, but if this were impossible, the councillors again took up the case and pronounced judgment, from which there was no appeal. Crimes were few in the peace-loving community; the principal cases were the charges of the " Schout" against persons caught tapping  (i.e.,  drawing beer for sale) after lawful hours or on Sunday; delinquent debtors, etc.

       On May 12, 1664, Jan Willemsen Van Iselstyn, " for expressing abusive language and writing an insolent letter to the magistrates of Bushwyck," was fastened to a stake at the place of public execution, with a bridle in his mouth, rods under his arms, and a paper on his breast with the inscription, " Lampoon writer, false accuser, and defamer of its magistrates," and afterward banished, with costs. One man was put into a sack and thrown into the river for committing a horrible crime—a punishment that he richly deserved; and his fate prevented the recurrence of such deeds for many a long day.

       On April 12, 1658, Nicolas Albertsen, for "deserting his ship and his betrothed bride after publication of banns," was sentenced " to have his head shaven, then to be flogged and have his ears bored with red-hot irons, and work two years with the negroes." Other men were banished from the colony; but there were comparatively few crimes, and, with these ex-
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       ceptions, the punishments  were generally of  a mild character.

       The worthy Dutchmen and their vrouwen were intensely practical in all arrangements for their horne-couiforts and the proper maintenance of their families, but they by no means neglected social duties and were noted for their hospitality. Besides fireside amusements, they desired more public gatherings, and, looking backward to the pleasures of Patria, they recalled its yearly festival, or Kermiss; the great open-air market that attracted the country-people from far and near. The burghers of Mana-ha-ta therefore yielded to the entreaties of their wives and determined to inaugurate a similar function, at which cattle could be exhibited, farm-implements sold, and the fruit of the loom, the distaff, and the needle of the house-wife might be exposed for sale; and in connection with the market, dances, trials of skill, and other amusements might be indulged in by the lads and lassies, so that all the farmers and their wives might be attracted to the burgh, to spend their money for the profit of its denizens.

       Wisely laid plans were therefore adopted by a committee, which, under the sanction of the government, arranged that the first kermiss should be held on Mana-ha-ta, October 20, 1659. The council commanded " that for all fat cattle brought to the market not slaughtered," posts should " be placed by the side of the church, att the market-house and plaine afore the fort," which was therefore arranged for the accom-

      

       Habits,  Amusements, and Laws

       modation of the public, and in nowise interfered with the weekly market held at the Strand, by the house of Master Hans Kierstede. The keriniss lasted six weeks, and became an institution; and from that day to this a yearly industrial exhibition has been held on " the island by the sea," sometimes under one name and sometimes under another, but always with the same general purpose.

       The kermiss was first held on the spot that the governor used as a parade-ground, an open space directly north of the government enclosure, on one side of which was the church and on the other the official buildings. The spot soon became known as " D'Marck Yelt." Booths were ranged on one side of the open space, and the cattle were tied to the posts by the fence of the first church-yard (a tiny enclosure that had, early in the history of the colony, become too small for its needs and was abandoned for other bury-ing-grounds on the island). The kermiss became the great social festival of the year, and was enjoyed with zest by old and young. The goede vrouwen of the community lent their aid by inviting all their country cousins and friends to stay with them in their cheery, comfortable homes, and a round of merry-making ensued.

       Unfortunately, as the reins of government relaxed, this  kermiss, which at first had been so decorously conducted and widely enjoyed, degenerated into a gathering  of town-loafers  and rude country-boors, who seized

      

       on the chance of indulging in rough games or coarse plays, that soon made the function a saturnalia; and then those of the families whose homes overlooked the green importuned the government to interfere, and demanded to have a stop put to such  excesses,  declaring that they demoralized the community and were particularly hurtful to their carefully trained domestics and young people. The kermiss was therefore  reorganized,  all rough games were prohibited, and  the  meeting-place  was removed to the common, which is now the City Hall Park.

       " D'Marck Yelt," being thus deserted, became a weed-grown and unsightly lot, and it was not until 1732 that several citizens found a use for it, and formed themselves into the first organized club of the city, and petitioned the governor and council to permit them to sod the little triangle and use it for a bowling green. The founders of the bowling club were John Chambers,* Peter Bayard,f and Peter Jay, and the spot was a favorite rallying-place for many years. The club received a regular lease of the ground for eleven years from the city authorities, on the payment of "one peppercorn per annum." In a garden belonging to a tavern near Canoe Place there had been a bowling green for many years, but it was considered

       * John Chambers and Peter Jay married   daughters of  Jacobus Van Cortlandt and Eva de Vries.

       t Peter Bayard married Blandina Kierstede, daughter of Dr. Hans Kierstede.
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       too far out of town to be convenient; and the new bowling green was well patronized, much to the disgust of the innkeeper, who had been frequently reproved and fined by the authorities for permitting his patrons to play the game on Sundays, but who paid the fine without protest, and encouraged the use of his grounds on account of the large revenue he received.

       Backgammon was a favorite game among the early settlers, and there is a minute in the town records regarding the arrest of some sailors, who were at play in Jan Backus's tavern, August 4, 1660, after the inn should have been closed for the night. The " schout" of the town also arrested people for " playing golf in the streets," and an ordinance was passed December 10, 1659, to prevent such a recurrence.

       As a general rule, backgammon, chess, dominoes, and checkers were played only in taverns, and the better class of Dutch colonists seldom permitted such games in their own homes. Billiards were also played, but young men who indulged in the game were looked upon as dissipated and depraved. Cards were sometimes seen, but the games played with them in those days were games of chance, or gambling games, such as lansquenet ; and the pack itself was of German manufacture, with seventy-three cards, on which were painted grotesque, emblematical figures, that were rudely sketched on cardboard and colored by hand. There was no queen in the pack, her place being filled by a cavalier, who, with a knecht, or hired-man, attended the king.
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       The pips resembled those used in German cards of the present day, and were  acorns,  cups, leaves, and hearts. The pack contained, besides the suit-cards, twenty-one " Atouts," that resembled those in the Italian decks, and they had their own significance and use in the game. Whist was not invented for nearly a hundred years after the colonization  of  America. The children of the day played marbles, but their favorite game was "knuckle-bones," which were made from sheep-knuckles, and their rules were similar to those of the children of our times in their game of jack-stones.

       The people of Holland were noted for their care of the aged, sick, orphans, and prisoners, and the humanity shown to the unfortunate and oppressed was greater in the Netherlands than was the custom in any other of the partly civilized European countries of that day.

       The Dutch in the New World were not behind Patria in these respects; and as early as 1658 a hospital was provided " in a clean house, with fires of wood, and a nurse was engaged to look after the sick," and the establishment was put under the superintendence of Dr. Jacob Hendricksen Yarravanger, who was the city physician, with the famous Dr. Hans Kierstede as the chief in authority; and our present New York Hospital can - point proudly to the fact that its organization is older than any other of the kind on this side of the Atlantic Ocean. There were few paupers in the burgh, but in 1685 "Topknot Betty" was given three shillings a week

       from " the chest."    Soon after the middle of the seven-
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       teenth century, the council made the necessary arrangements to take charge of, and provide for, all the orphans of the community at the public expense, and certain revenues were set apart for this purpose.

       In  the same year, a Rattle Watch consisting of four men was established, which was uniformed in blue dapple, turned up with orange facings. These officers were armed with lanterns, rattles, and long staffs, and their duty was to patrol the burgh by day and night, and call out the state of the weather, the hour, and any news of great importance that had been received at the city gates. This custom was continued until the beginning of the nineteenth century; and old people remembered hearing the news of Burgoyne's surrender being called out mournfully by the British sentries, who had, for the time being, taken the place of the city watch.

       In case of fire, the watchman sprung his rattle, and called " Brant! Brant!' This cry was in use all through the time that the English governed the colony, and until the town watch was superseded by the city police, although it was the Dutch word for fire. It happened that a famous Indian chief had adopted the name of Brant. He was a great warrior and frequently on the war-path, and the worthy denizens of town or country never slept peaceably, as they dreaded being scalped at night  by the savage and his tribe. Nurses used the name of  Brant to terrify their charges into submission, and the same old lady who remembered hearing the watch report  the defeat of the British and surrender of
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       their bragging general, also recalled how she would cower and bury her head under the clothes of the trundle-bed when she heard the watch run through the streets shouting "Brant! Brant! rouse ye! rouse ye!" and saw her father spring from the high-post bedstead beside her, to run to the fire ; as she believed most firmly that Brant, the Indian sachem, was coming to claim her in punishment for some childish peccadillo.

       As early as August 15,1658, according to the minutes of the council, two hundred and fifty buckets, with ladders and hooks, were ordered from Holland. These were hung beside the Stadt-Huys, but in addition to these public arrangements, each householder was required to keep a number of leather buckets always hanging in a row under the " bock stoep." They were marked with the owner's name, and at the call of " Brant!" each man would seize a long pole and string his buckets on it. They were filled at the nearest pump and passed from hand to hand to the burning building. After the fire was extinguished, the buckets were thrown in a heap, and returned by the servants the following day. One of these buckets has lately been presented to the New York Historical Society; it was marked Kufus King, and had seen service as lately as 1815.

       The streets of the dorp were irregularly lighted on dark nights by lanterns hung out on a pole from an upper window of every seventh house, and the town was not lighted by the authorities until 1762, and even then on moonlight nights the lamplighter did not go his rounds.

      

       Rensselaers of the Manor

       The  First Patroon—Prince Maurice in Amsterdam—Governor Wouter Van Twiller—The First Gold Thimble—Arent Van Corlear—Colonization of Rensselaerswyck—The Dorp of Beverswyck—Size of the Manor—Signatures of Sachems—Jealousy of English, French, and Dutch—Piety of the Patroon—Map of the Manor—Death and Will of the First Patroon—Successors to the Title—Der Groot Director —Charles Stuart and the Dominie.

       WHILE the little colony on Mana-ha-ta was being settled under the wise superintendence of the great West India Company, a principality was founded at the head-waters of the Hudson River by one of the members of the society.

       Kiliaen Van Rensselaer was a governor in the East India Company, of Holland, and had advocated its extending its plantations to America, as well as the formation of a branch of the original society to look after its affairs, and had become one of its principal stockholders* He belonged to a powerful family in Holland whose ancestors had fought in the wars of the Crusades, and for their bravery in battle they had been granted an augmentation of arms by the Knights of St. John, the cross of which community was placed on the shield of
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       the Van Rensselaers.  It  is silver on a red ground, and was used with the motto, " Niemand Zonder " (no man without a cross).

       The family were noted for their bravery in battle and their wisdom in council. History relates that after the victories of Prince Maurice he made a triumphal entry into the city of Amsterdam, which was magnificently illuminated in his honor. One of the most gorgeous of the decorations was on the estate of the Van Rensselaer family, which was on the principal street of the city, surrounded by high stone walls, which, together with the roof of the house, was closely set with large iron baskets called " cressets," that were filled with inflammable materials and set on fire. The brilliant effect produced by this illumination astonished Prince Maurice, who was pleased at this opportunity of showing his gratitude to a family who had lavished money in his behalf and for the honor of their country. So he summoned the Heer Van Rensselaer from the crowd of mounted gentlemen who were escorting their prince in his triumphal procession through the town and congratulated the gratified heer on the novelty and beauty of the decorations, and said that the family should adopt the motto of " Omnibus Effulgeo," " I outshine all," and take for their crest the flaming cresset. The motto and crest were accordingly at once adopted by the head of the family, as, at that time, an augmentation of arms was more highly prized than any other reward.

       The family estates of the Van Rensselaers are in
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       Holland,  three miles southeast of Nykerk, in the province  of  Guelderland.  It  was a " Eeddergoed," or large tract of  land sublet to vassals, the terms of whose lease required  all males to follow their lord to war, and the possession of which conferred nobility. The estates were called  Eensselaerswyck, the significance of which was deer's-park or deer's-lair, and the property retains the  name to the present time. Numbers of buildings cover the demesne, and their quaint gable roofs are  surmounted by numerous weathercocks of the arms and crest of the family. The graveyard beside the church is filled with stones, on which are the names of many of the young men of the family who were killed in the service of their country.

       Der  Heer Kiliaen Van Eensselaer, the founder of the Dutch patroonship in America, was a man of strong character and considerable wealth. He had inherited the  family estates called the " Eensselaerswyck Eedder-goed " in Guelderland and also the beautiful house and grounds in Amsterdam. He married twice; first, Hille-gonda Van Bylant, by whom he had one son, Johannes; and  secondly, Anna, the daughter of Johannes Yan Weely.  The only sister of the first patroon was named Maria.  She married Eikert Van Twiller, and became the  mother of Elizabeth, who married her cousin Johannes  Van  Bensselaer, and of the celebrated Wouter Van Twiller,  the second governor of the New Nether-land colony.

       Kiliaen Van  Eensselaer, a son of Johannes, had four

      

       daughters, Maria, Hillegonda, and Elenora, who died unmarried; and the  youngest  one, Susanna, who married Jan de la Court. Der Heer Van  Rensselaer  also had four  sons  by his second marriage. They  were  Jan Baptist, who married his cousin Susanna Yan Weely; Jeremias, born 1662, married  Maria  Van  Cortlandt (from whom all the family in America are descended); the Rev. Nicolaus Van Eeusselaer, who married Alida Schuyler, and Rikert Van Rensselaer, treasurer and staadtholder of the North Viaeuen  estates,  from whom are descended the Holland members of the family; but the name died out in that country early in the present century, and is only continued on this side of the Atlantic.

       Madame Kiliaen Van Kensselaer was noted for her beautiful needle-work, and has been immortalized by a curious honor that was bestowed upon her. According to the Dutch chronicles Madame Van Rensselaer was in the habit of sitting at her window to sew, and attracted the attention of a young goldsmith whose shop was opposite her house. The young man was indebted to the old lady for many slight deeds of kindness, and was anxious to prove his appreciation and gratitude by presenting her with some article of his own manufacture. He noticed that she used a clumsy ivory thimble without a top, which was like those now used by tailors, and he therefore made one of gold, which he presented to his benefactress on her birthday, with the wish that " she would wear  the finger hat  as  a covering to her diligent and
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       beautiful  finger." This invention of a metal thimble with a  crown on it has not been forgotten in Amsterdam, the native city of the industrious lady, as is proved by the following extract from the " Pall Mall Gazette," November, 1884, in which was the translation from a Dutch paper of the day, as follows: " A bi-centenary of a curious kind has recently been celebrated at Amsterdam, being nothing less than the invention of the  thimble.  It is  just two centuries since, last October, that the first European (gold) thimble was made by Nicolas Yan Benschoten, a goldsmith, who devised the article for the protection of the finger of Madame Yan Rensselaer."

       In order to colonize in America, Kiliaen Yan Rensselaer selected Arent Yan Corlear to superintend his  affairs and gave him the title of " Director of the Colonie," and caused him to emigrate in 1630.

       The choice could not have fallen upon a better man. The new governor proceeded at once to collect a number of families who were qualified to make good colonists, and all sailed for the western continent in vessels belonging to Heer Yan Eensselaer, and bearing his pennant. It is stated that the first company arrived in the ship Goede Yrouw. The settlers were accompanied by a company of soldiers under a competent leader, and the ships were filled with all the necessaries for  the foundation of a colouv, and returned laden with

       v *

       furs  for der Heer Yan Rensselaer, which encouraged him to proceed with his venture. The new-comers established  themselves  at the Manor of Bensselaerswyck, a
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       property that had been selected by the agents of the patroon. It was at the head-waters of the Hudson River, and surrounded the site of the Indian castle of Laap-haw-ach-king, a place where the Wilden of the North were accustomed to gather yearly to exchange their furs for the clams, fish, and wampum offered by the members of the ocean tribes.

       This "castle" had been purchased from its owners previous to the " erection of the manor " * by the West India Company, and the site became the cause of much contention between the governors of Mana-ha-ta and the directors of Rensselaerswyck, as the settlers built close to the walls of Fort Orange and called their village Beverswyck (or the " house of the beaver"); and as the property of the patroon included the village and many miles on either side of the river, its ownership was always a cause for dispute. This was of no consequence so long as der Heer Van Rensselaer was the guiding-star of the Amsterdam Chamber, but after his death it led to many vexatious squabbles, that were only settled on the usurpation of the English, who cut the Gordian knot after their invariable custom, by claiming ownership of the entire territory, and requiring the patroon to sue for new manorial rights. By this proceeding and its consequent fees they reaped great advantages for the home-government. The Manor of

       * "Erection of the manor"  signifies the  purchase of the land and the granting by the government of manorial rights to the proprietor with the title of patroon.
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       Kensselaerswyck covered what is now divided into the counties of Albany, Eensselaer, and part of Columbia, in the State of New York. The tract of land was twenty-four miles in breadth by forty-eight miles in length, and it contained over 700,000 acres. A beautiful range of hills bounded the demesne to the east and west, which was watered by between thirty and forty streams emptying into the Hudson River, which flowed through the centre of the territory.

       The agent of the patroon called upon the Indian owners to name their own price for the land selected, and formally bound them to the sale of their property, by  requiring the sachems of the tribes to place their marks or signatures on a legally drawn deed of sale, which was fully and carefully explained to the vendors. This deed is still in existence ; it contains the names of Kottomack, Nawanemit, Abantzeeme, Sagiskwa, Kana-omeek, and the villages they sold were called Semes-sarse, Petanock, and Negagvnse, together with the Indian castle of Moeneminues.

       After purchasing the lands from the savages, the patroon completed his bargain, first with the College of XIX.,  and then with the West India Company, and received from them the patent of the manorial rights, the original of which is dated August 13, 1630, and is deposited in the royal archives at The Hague.

       It  was in this quiet way that a principality was created in the New World, independent of all other plantations,  and subject to no government but its own,
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       and widely separated by untrodden forests and  deep streams from any of the European  settlements.

       To the north, beyond the River St.  Lawrence,  there was a French colony. An English  settlement  was far to the eastward, on  the edge  of the Atlantic Ocean, and at the mouth of the river, nearly two hundred miles  to the south, was  the  New Netherland plantation of  the West India Company, while westward was a  wilderness sparsely inhabited by wild men.

       There seemed every reason that the Europeans should live in harmony and strengthen their positions in their new homes by supporting each other in their self-imposed exile, but each one of the three colonies looked with envious eyes on the central manor, which, however, throve and prospered under the wise management of its directors, with provoking indifference to the encroachments of French, Puritans, and Dutch, who were always ready to  be  aggressive, in the hope of obtaining control over the rich and independent principality settled so quietly and contentedly in their midst.

       The first years after the purchase of the manor saw one hundred and fifty adults settled at Eensselaers-wyck, as the new purchase was named, after the estate in Holland. The head of each family was permitted to select a tract of land on which a house  was  built for him, and he was encouraged to clear and cultivate a portion of the ground, after having signed a  lease  for

       a term of years and renewed the vows of fealty and

      

       allegiance to the patroon that had been taken before the departure from Patria. One of the few stipulations made by the directors in their leases was the wise one that the emigrants should settle close to each other, not only for their better protection from the Wilden, but also that each community might be near a chapel in which religious services were conducted by dominies selected by the patroon and paid for by himself. The leases of the settlers were granted on very low terms, and sometimes with peculiar conditions. One of them, dated January 14, 1649, for "the old Indian maize lands at Catskills," was rented to Jan Dircksen, of Bremen, and is translated as follows: " The tenant is to read a sermon or portion of the Scriptures every Sunday and high festival to the Christians in the neighborhood, and to sing one or more Psalms before and after prayers agreeable to the customs of the Church of Holland."

       Owing to the energy of the directors and the liberality of the patroon, the " Colonie of Rensselaerswyck " was planted within four years after the land had been purchased from the savages, and the men were as busy at their ploughs and the women at distaff and loom, as if they had never been transplanted but had been born and bred amid their new surroundings, which at once assumed a home-like, comfortable appearance. In the archive-house of the manor is a map drawn by John E. Bleeker in 1767 ; the names of the manor tenants are recorded on it.

       Q3
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       " Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, Patroon of the Manor called Rensselaerswyck," petitioned their High Mightinesses the States General of Holland, on February  5,  1641, for a  veniam testandi,  in order " to  enable  him to  dispose by last will, according to his pleasure, of the aforesaid Manor or feudal estate." This petition was granted the day it was received, and the will disposing of the American estates was accordingly at once drawn up. In it the colonial property  was  devised to the sons on whom and to whose male heirs the estate was strictly entailed. As the children were minors, the patroon appointed as their guardians, his wife's brother, Johan Van Wely, and also his nephew, Governor Wouter Van Twiller, who were soon called upon to administer to the estate, as Kiliaen Van Reusselaer died in 1645, very soon after executing the instrument.

       It is doubtful if the great American estates were  ever visited by the first owner, the Patroon Kiliaen Van Rens-selaer. But, as has been mentioned, he was at first represented at Rensselaerswyck in the management of affairs by Arent Van Corlear, a man whose gentle manners and keen sense of justice made him beloved by all who knew him. The savages revered him, and adopted his name as a term of respect which they afterward bestowed on each governor in turn. He was a public-spirited man, and encouraged the settlers to push their plantations beyond the bounds of the Rensselaerswyck principality, and helped to found  Schenectady  in 1661. He married Antonia Slagboone, the widow of Jonas
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       Bronck,  who left his name to a little stream in "West-chester County, New York. Yan Corlear was drowned in  a squall on Lake Champlain, and was succeeded in the  directorship by Brant Arentse (the Eagle's son) Yan Slechtenhorst, and after the patroon's death, one son after another, as he became of age, was sent to the colony to look after the interests of the family and assume the title of " Director of the Colonie of Renaselaerswyck."

       Johannes Yan Rensselaer, the eldest son, made one trip of inspection to America after succeeding to the estates, but returned to Holland, where he died, leaving an infant son named Kiliaen to succeed to the title of patroon. This boy died unmarried, and was succeeded by his uncle, Jan Baptist Yan Rensselaer, who had emigrated as early as 1651, and was director of the colony for many years during the non-age of the youthful heir.

       A quaint little church was erected at Beverswyck at the expense of the patroon. This was decorated with stained-glass windows on which were the arms of the family and the name of the director, Jan Baptist Yan Rensselaer. His only child died in infancy, and on his own death the title and estates passed to the third son of Kiliaen, the first patroon. This was Der Groot Director Jeremias Yan Rensselaer, who was born in Amsterdam, and had moved to America when very young,  where he married an accomplished and charming wife. She was a native of Mana-ha-ta, of Dutch parents,  and was a beautiful, tall, black-haired woman,
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       with sparkling eyes and a neck and arms of dazzling whiteness. Maria Van Cortlandt was the daughter of Oloff Stevenzon and his wife, the energetic pioneer Annekje Lockermans. The wife of der groot director was born in New Amsterdam while that place was yet in its infancy, and she was closely connected with all the rulers of the colony. Jeremias Van Rensselaer was devoted to his American beauty, and must have presented her with pride to his mother and relatives in Holland.

       The handsome oil-paintings that hung in the manor-house represent der groot director in a magnificent velvet coat, lavishly embroidered and decorated with gold lace. Madame Van Rensselaer wears a satin gown trimmed with lace, and the turn of her head and her cast of features show her strong character. She was unfortunately injured after the birth of her eldest child, and was so crippled that she limped in her walk for many years, and finally was confined to her arm-chair, from which she directed the affairs of her household with consummate ability.

       Jeremias Van Kensselaer was the last director of the colony, as he inherited from his brother the manor and patroonship, and the estate was thenceforth governed by the owners themselves, who became residents of the New "World.

       The title of patroon was borne by his heirs in the male line in direct descent down to the breaking out of

       the War of the Revolution, when the eighth patroon,
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       Stephen III., who was under age, resigned his title and manorial rights, that had been held by his family for over one hundred and fifty years, to become a plain American citizen.

       Dominie Nicolaus Van Bensselaer, the younger brother of Jeremias, emigrated to America in 1674, and speedily fell in love with pretty Alida Schuyler, an American-born maiden of only seventeen summers, the granddaughter of the brave Van Slechtenhorst, whose two daughters had accompanied their father to the American wilderness and settled with him in the heart of the savages' country.

       It was while presiding over the director's hospitable board that Margretta Van Slechtenhorst was wooed and won by one of her countrymen who had emigrated from Guelderland at the request of the Patroon Van Rensse-laer, as he wished to have the son of a neighbor, in whom he could have implicit confidence, to represent some of his vast interests in the manorial estate. This was der Heer Philip Pieterse Schuyler, who, with his lovely wife, settled near Beverwyck and brought up a family of ten children, and there are but few of their descendants who have not left their mark on each decade of colonial history.

       Charles Stuart, afterward Charles II., king of England, had spent many months of his young life in Amsterdam, where he was surrounded by a crowd of English cavaliers who were always striving and contriving to place him on the throne of his native land.
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       There was very little ready money among the exiles, who were often indebted to the "  base  mechanicals of Holland,"  as  Queen Elizabeth termed them, for food and lodging. Among those who extended their hospitality to the young prince were the Van Rensselaer family, and Nicolaus became intimate with Charles and his courtiers. This son of the first patroon was destined for the church, and was a dreamy, studious youth. Nicolaus was noted for his soothsaying, but could seldom be prevailed upon to reveal his dreams or prophesy for his friends. Prince Charles heard of the predictions of the young Dutchman, which so often were fulfilled, and sent for him and begged to know his own fate. At that time England was in the turmoil of the Revolution, and yet Van Rensselaer promptly told the prince that the misfortunes which had surrounded him from childhood were nearly at an end, and that he would soon be called upon to take his seat on the English throne. Prince Charles was of course delighted with the prediction, and presented the prophet with a handsome silver snuff-box, which is still in possession of the family, and also told his Dutch friend to call upon the king of England for recognition. The dominie did not forget this royal command, but followed the king to London on his accession. Charles most graciously recognized the young man and caused him to be made chaplain of St. Margaret's, Westminster. This prophecy of Nicolaus Van Rensselaer's was so celebrated that one of the clergy of

       Mana-ha-ta, the revered Dominie Selyns, many years
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       after considered it noteworthy, and addressed the following lines to the picture of his brother divine:

       Op t'Conterfeytsel, van  D.  Nicolaus Eensselaer, Propheet van

       CABEL  II., Konick van Englandt. Is't Eensselaer, opt neit ?

       Die Neerlandt onderrecht heft Van zeegen en verdrict,

       En CAREi/s-croon verseght heeft Zeer lang voor zyn gebiedt.

       The verses were translated by the Hon. H. Murphy in his work on Dominie Selyns's poetry:

       On the Portrait of Dominie Nicolaus Eensselaer, Prophet to Charles II., King of England.

       Is it Eensselaer or no ?

       Who Netheiiand informed has Of blessings and of woe,

       And Charles's crown forewarned has, Long ere he came thereto.

       It is remarkable that the two most celebrated prophecies of the dominie were fulfilled, and it is certain that his contemporaries devoutly believed in his soothsaying qualities, and he was consulted by high and low on all important occasions. Dominie Van Kensselaer was the owner of a watch which is noted as being the first one imported to America. The case was of brass, and it was regarded as a great curiosity, for even as late as the beginning of the nineteenth century watches were rare in the colonies.
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       The Second Governor—Nutten Island—The Murder of Brinckerhoff— Arrival of Governor Stuyvesant—The Accomplished Mrs. Bayard— Wreck of Dominie Bogartus and Governor Kieft—The White Hall— The Wilden—Swedes, French, and English — Encroachments of the Massachusetts Colony—Governor Stuyvesant and his Council—Lady Moody—The Quakers—Imprisonment  of  Director Van Slechtenhorst —Jeremias Van Rensselaer Assumes the Directorship.

       OWING to the influence of the Patroon Yan Kensse-laer among his associates in the College of XIX., his nephew Wouter Van T wilier was appointed governor of the colony on Mana-ha-ta to succeed Peter Minuit.

       The new governor sailed for America in the Zoutberg (Salt Mountain), and arrived at the mouth of the Hudson Kiver in the spring of 1633. He was attended by one hundred and four soldiers, the first regiment that ever reached these shores.

       The appointment of Yan Twiller was important for the well-being of the  colony  of Rensselaerswyck, as it insured harmonious  terms  between it and that of Mana-ha-ta, as the latter held  the key  of the gateway to the Atlantic Ocean, the only road  to  Europe.

       The colonies throve under the management of Yau
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       Twilier, who determined to settle permanently in America, and he therefore purchased several different plantations from the Indians, among others the beautiful island that lay south of Mana-ha-ta, called by the first settlers Nutten Island, but now known as Governor's Island, after its first Dutch owner, Wouter Van T wilier. The little isle was covered with shell-bark hickory-trees, which were highly prized by the Wilden, as from their nuts the natives concocted a drink which was the only brew they were acquainted with before the arrival of the Europeans, by whom alcoholic drinks were introduced. One of the few assaults made on the Dutch at Mana-ha-ta took place on this spot in 1640, when several boys from Mana-ha-ta, attracted by the fame of Nutten Island, waded across Buttermilk Channel, which divided it from Nassau (or Long Island), and began to gather the nuts. The savages resented this intrusion, and fell on the party and drove them away, but not before one of them, Dirck Brinckerhoff, was killed by a poisoned arrow. He was the son of Abram Brinckerhoff, who had lately emigrated from Drautilandt, with a wife and four children, all of whom lived to become good colonial subjects, with the exception of the unfortunate youth who lost his life for the sake of a few hickory and chestnuts.

       After the death of the first patroon in 1645, the interests of the two Dutch colonies became more and more identical, although the process of consolidation was not without friction. .
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       Governor Yan Twiller was succeeded by William Kieft, a testy, quarrelsome little man, who was always squabbling with someone, and he in turn was followed by the great governor, Peter Stuyvesant.

       The belief that the New World was overlaid with gold, silver, and precious stones was its chief attraction in the eyes of Europeans, and it was supposed that these minerals were to be scraped from  the surface  of the land. Fabulous tales of the wealth reaped by Spaniards in the conquests of the southern continent were fully credited, and adventurers from every country were eager to grow rich in the same way. In consequence all deeds and grants of lands were carefully drawn, so that the purchaser might have entire control of metals or precious stones found on them. Governor Kieft steadily pursued this fallacy, and imagined that he was about to make his fortune by discovering gold on the island of Mana-ha-ta. He also encouraged  the sachems of the different tribes on Sewan-ha-ka and New Jersey to bring him specimens of ore, and fancied that he had realized his dreams of wealth when he purchased specimens of copper from mines that had been worked, time out of mind, by the savages, and from wliich they made pipe-bowls, arrow-heads, and a few simple household necessities. These mines were at Belleville, on Second Kiver, and at Bound Brook, New Jersey. The governor was soon recalled to Holland, and he carried off with him a quantity of quartz and other minerals, intending to return to America with a staff of laborers
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       and  work the mines on the best-known European methods. He sailed for Europe in the Princess, in which was also Dominie Bogartus, and the first news of the  travellers that was received by the colonists was that  the vessel had been wrecked on the Welsh coast, and that the governor, dominie, and eighty-two other persons had been miserably drowned, and the precious ora dropped to the bottom of the ocean.

       Governor Petrus Stuyvesant was a brave, noteworthy personage, who had lost a leg in his services for his country. He had been governor of the island of Cu-racoa, which post he resigned in order to return to Europe, in hopes that the superior surgical knowledge of the  men of his own country might alleviate the suffering caused by his wound. He was too valuable a man to  be allowed to remain quietly at home, and the government of the States General of Holland urged his acceptance of the government of the colony on Mana-ha-ta.

       Governor Stuyvesant was accompanied to the New World by his wife and a widowed sister, Anna—Mrs. Samuel Bayard. No one could know the accomplished sister of Governor Stuyvesant without admiring her. She had lost a devoted husband in Bayard, and, having few  ties in Holland, determined to follow the fortunes of  her brother when he was appointed governor of the New  Netherlands, and make a home for herself and her little  family in America. She brought a tutor with her,  for she wished her children to be accomplished and well-educated,  but the tutor fell in love with a young
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       woman after lie reached the colony, and,  as  he  became useless  as a teacher,  Madame  Bayard  released  him from the bond that bound him in her  service  for a term of years, and herself undertook the education of her children. In this she succeeded  so  well that her  eldest son was soon called upon to become clerk of the  council,  being one of the few young men in  the  colony who thoroughly understood Latin, French, Dutch, and English.

       The first governors had been content to live in a small house, next to the chapel inside of the fort. This was now turned over to the chief secretary, and Governor Stuyvesant selected a beautiful site at the point of Mana-ha-ta, and ordered a large stone house built for the gubernatorial use. It was constructed  of  a gray stone, and from its color was named "The White Hall." The ladies of the family planned the lovely gardens that surrounded the mansion. They laid out prim, straight walks, bordered with box, behind which were beds of lavender, peonies,  roses,  tulips, and other flowers. Bows of fruit-trees surrounded a vegetable garden. To the north an imposing gateway opened on " The Broad Way." The governor's periagua and yacht lay south of the house at the Indians' " safe landing place," Capsey's rocks, and on this  spot  took place all the official receptions of visitors from foreign shores.

       When Governor Stuyvesant  assumed  his office, the two Dutch plantations had  been colonized  little  more

       than fifty years.   They had  gone  through many thrilling
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       experiences, for notwithstanding the good intentions of the officials, and the benevolence of the pioneer women to the Wilden, who encompassed them on every side, there were always causes for complaint against unruly adventurers, who defied authority and pushed their way into the wilderness in search of game, etc., and who often treated the aborigines with great brutality. It was not to be expected that the savages could distinguish between the various colonies from Europe which had settled so unexpectedly in America, with their different languages and different creeds. Dutch, English, French, Swedes, all were alike to them, nor could the wild men always be pacified after they had received some insult from a European, even though they recognized the fact that one colony was not responsible for the misdeeds of another. They brooded over their wrongs, and outbreaks were always imminent, although the Dutch were always conciliatory in their treatment of their wild neighbors, and constantly called the tribes together and tried to keep them in good humor by making them handsome presents.

       Besides the mutterings of an Indian war, always to be heard near the Dutch settlements, the Swedes on the South  (i.e.,  Delaware) River quarrelled with the people of Mana-ha-ta; and even as early as 1627 Governor Bradford, of the Plymouth colony, wrote to the Dutch governor and questioned his right to assume control over the settlement of the New Netherlands, and declared that the property belonged to the king of England.
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       The log of the Mayflower records the fact that the emigrants were bitterly disappointed that at the end of their long  voyage  they had not struck the inouth of the Hudson River, instead of  Cape Cod;  and they wouiu willingly have continued their  trip until  they reached the Dutch settlement, had not the captain and owner of the vessel refused to carry them any farther, and hur riedly placed the discontented passengers "on the stern and rock-bound coast," and departed for Europe, leaving the Pilgrims to grumble on their desolate situation and struggle for life itself, in the wilderness that surrounded them ; opposed by such foes as savages, cold, hunger, and poverty, and with no hope of aid from any mortal.

       The Pilgrims were in a plight indeed, exiles from their mother-country, outcasts from its established religion, scorned by the government, who were glad tc see such turbulent persons pass out of their jurisdiction. They had wandered to Holland in search of homes, and then restlessly turned their faces toward the New World, where they hoped to be autocrats and autonomous.

       Unlike the Dutch settlement, which was planned with prudence and judgment, with all wants foreseen and provided for, the Pilgrim settlors emigrated with few of the requisite tools, and were unprovided with materials or workmen to provide them with homes. The greater number were villagers or towns-people, and had no idea of how to cultivate the soil or provide for the necessaries
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       of life in a wilderness. A more hap-hazard, foolhardy undertaking was never conceived, and it was not surprising that all but a handful of the most hardy of the emigrants died during the first few years after the settlement was planted on the rocky coast of New England. The women were not helpful housewives, like those of Holland. They had learned much from their hosts during the sojourn of the congregation among the Dutch, but they were not capable of providing for their family food, clothes, etc., as the Dutch women had been trained to do. It was no wonder that the

       whole community cast envious eyes on the thriving Dutch plantation, and longed to oust the possessors from the comfortable homes they had established and fill them with their own families; and, with the domineering disposition they always displayed, the Massachusetts colonists tried to wrest the lands on Mana-ha-ta from the Dutch, who had discovered the territory, and lawfully purchased it from the aborigines, and, failing in the attempt, pioneers from Massachusetts encroached on the Dutch possessions wherever it was possible, and, when once settled within its confines, it was impossible to drive them away.

       Between the turbulent Swedes to the left, the encroaching English to the right, the marauding Indians and French on the north, the dread of invasion by way of the sea, and the squabbles and dissensions within the precincts of Mana-ha-ta, Governor Stuyve-

       sant  had  a busy life,
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       Tlio chronicles of the day record his journeying to Connecticut to repel  some  English  settlers  who had built on the Dutch  possessions,  or sailing to the "South " River to conquer the Swedes; and the records of the " Honorable Council "  are filled with his letters to that board of municipal governors describing his adventures. When at home he  was  constantly called upon for the decisive vote in the council, and intricate law cases were submitted to him for jurisdiction.

       A close study of the records of New Amsterdam throws some light on the domestic and political life in the colony. The council was composed of the most  noteworthy  or esteemed men of the place—Beekman, Yan Teenhoven, Johannes de Peyster, Charles Brown  (a  renegade Englishman who afterward left the colony. In the records his name is given as Carel Yan Brugh, but he seems to have been no relation to Johannes Yan Bru^h), Govert Lockerrnans, Jacobus Kip, etc., with Governor Stuyvesant as presiding officer. All affairs, great and small, were brought before the council, who were forced  to  enact city ordinances— one  of which was against the hogs of the East India Company, as these hogs wandered at will through the  streets  and preferred to uproot the walls of the fort to disposing of the garbage, as they should have done. The question of bakers' bread was a serious one, that took much of the time of the councilmen,  as  complaints  were  loud and frequent from the towns-people that the bread was under-weight,

       or not made of properly bolted flour.
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       The question of the proper quality of sewant and wampum was frequently a source of contention, as the pious settlers of the Massachusetts colony were not above mingling the native currency of shells with beads of glass, wood, and iron, and passing the worthless coinage as the true currency.

       One amusing case came before the council when Madame Geues accused Goody Huybert of stealing linen napkins that were bleaching on the former's lawn. The Goody was brought into the court-room and loudly protested her innocence, and, on being remanded without bail, tried to steal off in a boat to Beverwyck. The schout (sheriff) was too quick for her, and arrested her and brought her again to the Stadt-Huys, where the whole council — governor, schepens, burgomasters, schout, fiscal, etc. — were assembled to try the case. The napkins in question were brought into court and identified by Madame Geues, and after some discussion, as the lady was by no means implacable, and only demanded that the napkins be restored to her, Goody Huybert was ordered to depart to Beverswyck, never to return to Mana-ha-ta on pain of imprisonment.

       Among the peculiar persons who were attracted to the  Dutch colony was an Englishwoman by the name of Lady Moody. She had been driven from the Massachusetts settlement, as Roger Williams and so many other worthies were, and she was forced to seek refuge

       at  Gravesend, or Nassau, on Long Island, where the
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       modest house that she had erected for herself overlooked the harbor and was opposite the plantation of  Margaret  Hardenbrook de Vries, on Meta Kooseka (Staten  Island).

       The religious views of Lady Moody are incomprehensible in these days, but she held them with tenacity, and  was  contented to expatriate herself in order to be allowed to  believe them in peace. She was a studious woman, and surrounded herself in her isolated home with a collection of books which at that time was the most valuable on the continent. Mrs. Stuyvesant persuaded her husband to pay with her an official visit to the recluse and extend to her his gubernatorial protection. The governor and his wife were charmed with the learning of Lady Moody, and the aegis of their friendship enabled her to live in peace and contentedly to the end of her life in her lonely home.

       But the governor was not equally lenient to the Quakers, who flocked to his settlement from that of Massachusetts, and he ordered them away and treated them with great harshness. One of them was ordered to be whipped, and " endured the lash until he fainted, for several days in succession, and was thought to be near his end." He was then ordered to " work at the wheel-barrow," which he refused to do. It was then that Madame Anna Bayard, who was a woman of very enlightened views, interfered in behalf of the unfortunate man. She implored her brother to release him, and importuned him so persistently and

       no
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       effectually that at last the governor was induced to liberate him.

       Director-General Stuyvesant's harshness to the Quakers was reported to the States General of Holland, and the governor was reproved for his severity and commanded to tolerate all religious beliefs, after the manner of Patria, to whose shielding arms Huguenots, Labba-dists, Quakers, Puritans, etc., were wont to flock, sure of finding protection and tolerance within the borders of Holland.

       The governor, balked of his little amusement of frying and boring holes in the Quakers, after the example of his English friends in Massachusetts, turned his attention to Fort Orange, and brewed a quarrel with Brant Van Slechtenhorst, the director of Rensselaers-wyck. The dispute arose over the boundary-line between Fort Orange and the surrounding hamlet of Beverswyck, which was undoubtedly on the manor lands. There were two wrongs and no right to the discussion, which waxed hot and fierce, and Governor Stuyvesant started for Bensselaerswyck in his yacht. He had a stormy voyage up the Hudson that lasted a fortnight before he could land his army of about twenty men at the Fuyck, * as the Dutch called the disputed territory. Director Yan Slechtenhorst was seized and

       * Fuyck is the name of a fishing-net that is very large at one end and tapers to a point at the other. The disputed property was of this shape, and hence the nickname. At one time the city  of Albany was always called  DP  Fuyck.

      

       The Goede Vrouw of Mana-ha-ta

       imprisoned for refusing to strike the flag of the patroon to the governor's signal, and  also  for defending the manorial rights of his master, and was carried off to Mana-ha-ta by the orders of Governor Stuyvesant, where he was imprisoned. During his absence, Jeremias Van Rensselaer, the son of the patroon, was ordered to assume the directorship of the manor. Governor Stuyvesant always meant well, but  generally allowed his hot temper to lead him to do wrong, and this highhanded deed led to much confusion, which took time and trouble to set straight, and it was not until the colonies passed into the hands of the English that commissioners were appointed by their new owner, the Duke of York, to decide on the title of the patroon and the rights of the director of the colony of Eensselaers-wyck, with the result that the fee of all the land seized by Stuyvesant was restored to the manor, and Van Slechtenhorst was honorably acquitted, although not compensated for his unwarrantable arrest and imprisonment. Among the commissioners that arbitrated this dispute, was John Churchill, afterward the celebrated Duke of Marlborough, and it was said that the fees that he received on this occasion laid the foundation of his fortune.
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       Alarming News—Visit of Governor Stuyvesant to Rensselaerswyck—Indian Outbreak—The Brave Governor—The English Fleet—The Earls of Stirling- and their Property in America—The Birth of New York —Feast Days and Holidays—The Predicament of Governor Nicoll— Colonel Lovelace's Reception at Rensselaerswyck—Refinement of the Dutch Families—Anecdote of the Ambassador of the Court of St. James—Recapture of Mana-ha-ta—Sunday Observances—New York and Its Cosmopolitan Inhabitants—The First Assemblies.

       THE la-dies of Mana-ha-ta exerted all their influence over the governor and his council to persuade them to rest at peace with the other colonies, even at the risk of losing some territory, and they gained the consent of the authorities to allow all persons to exercise their religious beliefs in freedom and quiet, after the manner of Holland, which was the most enlightened country of the day in those matters, where each person might follow his own religious convictions without question from neighbors or government; and it was with a sense of relief that the women of Mana-ha-ta discovered that their husbands and fathers had yielded to these entreaties, and were busily employed in a new and quite harmless pursuit, and that the meetings of the council were
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       now occupied in selecting a device for a flag for the colony. In this the women  were  only too glad to aid them, and did so, by making a  silk  banner embroidered with the selected device, which  was the  arms of  the New Netherland Company, and they presented it  to  the governor for his own use, while  a less  elaborate banner was made by a milliner, under the direction of the council, which was to flaunt from the flag-pole in the fort.

       Up to the middle of the seventeenth century the colony on Mana-ha-ta had received no official cognomen ; even the spelling of the Wilden's name was  eccentric  and changeable. The place w r as at first such an unimportant trading-post that it was hardly worthy of the honor of a title. Then as it grew in importance and was regularly colonized by the West India Company, all the country at the mouth of the Hudson River was vaguely designated  as  The New Netherlands. But  as  time wore on, and the company was rent with internal dissensions, the States General of Holland gradually assumed protection over the plantation, and they determined to encourage the settlement on the island of Mana-ha-ta by taking  it  publicly under their care and bestowing on it a more distinctive name than the Towne of Mannados,  as  it had sometimes been called. It was therefore arranged by the governor and council, under instructions from the home government, to hold a  grand and  formal function on oiae of  the  feasts of the Church, and accordingly, on Candlemas, February
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       2, 1653, amid firing of guns and general feasting at White Hall, and rejoicing among the towns-people, the new silk banner was unfurled on the governor's house, and the seals of the town (which had been carefully arranged by the best heraldic authorities in the colony) were duly impressed on the parchment which proclaimed that the tiny " dorp" had developed into a "burgh," with properly authorized officials, and that the name of the new city was to be henceforth and forever New Amsterdam.

       The good people flattered themselves that the name would be as imperishable as the government that they instituted, and indeed for eleven years all went fairly well, and the town throve and grew in importance; but, even during this time of seeming prosperity, the Dutch burghers were troubled by rumors from Europe that warned them that the English government (egged on by the envious settlers at Massachusetts) were arranging to invade their settlement and annex it to the other British possessions in America.

       New Amsterdam was in no condition to repel an invasion. Its fort was a wretched structure that could not even withstand the attacks of the city hogs, but was crumbling under their daily onslaughts. Nor had the town any money to repair it, or throw up new defences, or even to pay an army to occupy and defend it, much less provision it against a siege.

       Governor Stuyvesant did what he could to put the city  in a proper condition.  He  ordered  the  breeches in

      

       The Goede Vrouw of Mana-ha-ta

       the fort to be filled with earth; he sent  to  the neighboring  farmers,  and commanded them to hasten to  New Amsterdam with all the provender that they could  spare, and  set  his own servants to work  to  gather his  crops, intending  to  take them inside the walls, and devote the products of his farms to the welfare of his subjects, and so provision  them against  a  siege.  But the  governor needed money, and was forced to turn  for  help to the rich and prosperous principality that adjoined his settlement, and write to the colony of Rensselaerswyck for assistance; and although, after the high-handed treatment received by Director Van Slechteuhorst, there was little cordiality between the two  governments,  Stuy-vesant  was  forced to eat humble-pie and  beg  the present director (Jerernias Van Rensselaer) to aid him in the dilemma.

       A landsdaght, or diet, was convened in New Amsterdam in the early part of 16G4, over w r hich "der Groot Director " was requested to preside. The members were called on to deliberate on  the  unprotected  state of  the colony, and the Manor of Rensselaerswyck was asked to loan money to erect proper fortifications on Mana-ha-ta. The modest sum requested was 5,000 or 6,000 guelders, and Stuyvesant urgently demanded this in  a  letter dated July 8, 1664, addressed to his  "  Honorable and dear Heer Van Rensselaer." The director positively refused to advance the sum required without security, and the irate governor was forced to board his yacht and brave the perils of a voyage up the Hudson River to Kensse-
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       laerswyck, hoping to soften the heart of the director and persuade him that it was to his own advantage to defend New Amsterdam from the English, not only by giving money, but also by ordering oat the reserves of the colony in its defence. This the director was quite able to do; he had a large sum of money at his command from the resources of the colony, and he also had a good private fortune. Madame Van Rensselaer was also rich and the daughter of one of the wealthiest citizens of New Amsterdam. The governor was received on his arrival at Rensselaerswyck with all the honors befitting his office, and der Heer Yan Rensselaer and his wife gave a grand entertainment for him, but the weighty errand on which Stuyvesant had come was politely put aside and ignored.

       The director could have called out a goodly troop to rally under his flag had he been so disposed, as every tenant on the manor was bound by his oath of allegiance to the patroon to obey a call to arms at the shortest notice; but Madame Van Cortlandt in New Amsterdam, and Madame Van Rensselaer, her daughter, at Rensse-laerswyck, threw all their womanly influence into the scale to prevent calling out the troops, or advancing money. The ladies dreaded a war beyond all things, and they seemed to imagine that they could avert it if they could prevent the defensive preparations for it. As things turned out, perhaps they were wise in stopping warlike demonstrations that would have been insufficient and ineffectual, and they certainly prevented blood-

      

       shed. Their argument was "  that  they cared nothing about who were called the lawgivers or rulers in Europe, as long as they commanded at home," and while they were disputing  the  weighty  question  with their lords, armed only with their womanly  weapon,  the tongue, they conquered before their lords and masters realized what was going on.

       It was no wonder that the ladies wanted peace at any price; they had only lately recovered from the terrors of an Indian outbreak, and hardly yet slept comfortably in their beds. The Masquaas, on the west side of the Hudson, and the Machicaus, on its  east,  had gone on the war-path to revenge the murder of  a  young brave who had been wantonly killed by a drunken, worthless scamp, who had wandered to Mana-ha-ta from another colony. The Wilden did not separate the unauthorized deeds of an outcast from organized attacks of a government, and they simply revenged their wrongs on the first defenceless person that they could find, and, after murdering several trappers who were quietly pursuing their work in the forests, the savages finally fell on the scattered settlements on Staten Island, Pavonia, and Hoboken, and murdered men, women, and children in their  sleep. The "up-river" tribes joined in what they determined should be a war of extermination, and the massacres extended to Esopus, a settlement on the Hudson River, half-way between Mana-ha-ta and Eensselaerswyck, the inhabitants of which were murdered in cold blood,

       while a terrific encounter took place on Nutten Island;

       118
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       and although the Indians were driven to their canoes, it was not without considerable loss of life among the colonists, who, while defending the Mana-ha-ta settlement on the south, learned, to their consternation, that Madame Stuyvesant, with her children and a few attendants, were at their " bouwerie," some miles north of the city walls, and with no adequate means of defence. The governor was absent on one of his many missions, but the brave lady sent word to the burghers that they need feel no alarm on her account, and quietly sent for a number of Frenchmen who had lately come to the colony in search of work, and engaged them to defend her house, which she prepared for a siege. The savages fortunately did not attack her, and gradually returned to the interior without doing any further damage, and the community settled shudderingly down to something approaching repose, and prayed that they might be left in peace by Indians and Europeans.

       But their tranquillity was of short duration, and thu people of New Amsterdam were startled from their beds early in the morning of August 22, 1664, by the booming of guns which they knew could not come from their ruined fort, and they were terrified when they learned that their foes were upon them, and that four English war-vessels were in the lower bay, just below " the Narrows."

       Governor Stuyvesant was again away enjoying the hospitalities of his kind hosts at Rensselaerswyck, and

       the few troops that were at his command were either in
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       attendance on him or  were  supine and without a leader in the worthless fortifications.

       This English marauding expedition was commanded by  Colonel  Richard Nicolls, a  groom  of the bed-chamber to  James,  Duke of York, lord high admiral of England and brother of Charles II.,  king  of Great Britain, Ireland and Wales. The Stuarts  were  always  impecunious,  extravagant, and unscrupulous, and  they lost no opportunity of enriching themselves at other persons' expense. When one of the common herd took other persons' property in those days, he was punished by death or transportation, and his crime was called " theft," but when the  same  deed was committed by royalty, particularly if it was done by English royalty, it was commended as an honorable action by the  loyal subjects and the historians, however the victims might protest and nations remonstrate. An iron arm silenced all objections, and the "king ruled by divine right."

       The enterprise against the Dutch colony was quietly planned. The English had no  real  dispute with them, although at war with Holland,  a  country which was at that date "masters of the  sea." So,  after the fashion of England, it turned its arms against the little Dutch settlement at Mana-ha-ta rather than  the  well-de-feuded ports of Holland, and the small English fleet slipped past the Dutch men-of-war  in the European waters and sailed across the  ocean  to  take possession  of a colony that had not the power and scarcely the will to defend itself.
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       admiral of England, was able to direct naval expeditions and turn them to his own advantage. The diary of Samuel Pepys, who was one of the naval board at that time, shows the corrupt condition of all the government departments under the misguidance of Charles Stuart, and particularly that of the naval, which was controlled by the brother of the king. The Duke of York determined to make a kingdom for himself in the New World ; he had seen how his servant William Penn was becoming rich and independent; he was well acquainted with the success of the colony at Bensselaers-wyck, and had looked with envy at the growth and increase of the Mana-ha-ta plantation. By a curious and ingenious process of reasoning, the Duke of York considered that the island of Stirling, Nassau, or Long Island, as it was variously termed, belonged to himself, together with what are now known as the States of New York and New Jersey. It is true that the duke had bought the land from Henry, the third Earl of Stirling, but, with characteristic forgetfulness, he had omitted to pay any part of the purchase-money, and had acquired no title whatever to the lands in question; but that was of no consequence in the eyes of his royal highness.

       In order to arrive at any understanding of the question, it is necessary to revert to the ancestors of the earls of Stirling and their early connection with the house of Stuart.

       The family of Alexander traces its descent from Alex-
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       ander McDonald, a younger  son  of John, Lord of the Isles,  by his  marriage  with Margaret, daughter  of Robert IT. of Scotland. The clans of  McDonald,  McAllister, etc.,  are  of this  descent. The  seat of  the  ancient  barons is at Meustrie, five miles  east  of Stirling,  in  Scotland,  at the base of the Ochiel Hills, on a small  stream  in the shire of  Olackmannon. It  had  been  occupied  since 1485. Alexander Alexander (which name  was a  corruption or variation of McAllister) was fifth Baron Meustrie. He died February 10, 1580, leaving a brother, John Alexander, who inherited the estates of  Gogur, and  a  son, William Alexander, who inherited the  estates of Meustrie, and was created, in 1633, Earl of Stirling, Yiscount Canada, and Lord Alexander of Tullibordie.

       William Alexander, sixth Baron and Laird  of Meu-'strie, was a man of education and accomplishments far in advance of most of the Scotchmen of his time. When a young man, he had made the tour of Europe with his cousin, the Earl of Argyle. It was an unparalleled journey to make in those days, and conferred an air of distinction and breeding on the young traveller that could not have been acquired in the  fastnesses  of his native land. William Alexander had also acquired a reputation as a scholar and a poet, and  as he  was  "  a sprightly youth and possessed of elegant manners," he was soon introduced into the highest court circles, where he became a general favorite and the intimate friend of King James VI. of Scotland. The young men had met by chance on a sporting expedition
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       among the cliffs of Ben Cleugli, and the king invited Alexander to Stirling Castle, with the result that the boyish acquaintance ripened into a well-cemented friendship.

       James consulted his friend on all occasions, and implicitly followed his advice. It is said that "he esteemed him greatly as a wise and learned man," ard his majesty was pleased to prefer him to the " Master of the Bequests," and made him a knight. In one of the king's letters, he calls Sir "William Alexander " my well-beloved companion and philosophical friend." The king was somewhat of a pedant, and loved to be considered wise, and he found it convenient to have always at his elbow a well-informed person on whose accuracy and learning he could depend; and his majesty often quoted Sir "William Alexander's opinions as if they were his own, greatly to the amusement of the scholar, who, while recognizing the source of some of the wise sayings of his king, only bowed in humble admiration of the learning of his master, as a good courtier should do.

       In  1621 the Laird of Meustrie became greatly interested in the exploration and discoveries on the American continent, and he succeeded in inflaming the king's curiosity about the New World. After some debate, the  laird and his master concluded to colonize, and concocted a scheme by which they might enrich themselves with little trouble or expense. By quietly ignoring the

       claims of other nations of prior discovery, and overlook-
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       ing as worthless the ownership  of  the aborigines, they decided that the king of England  was  sovereign of all of America above the fortieth  degree of  latitude and below the St. Lawrence River. Under these conditions, James granted to his " well-beloved friend' a royal charter under the great seal, dated at Windsor  Castle, September 10, 1621, which gave to the laird of  Meu-strie all the territory lying to the east of the River St. Croix and south of the St. Lawrence River. Sir William, in return for this large grant of land, undertook to colonize it at his own expense, and accordingly, in March, 1622, the first expedition of settlers left England for the New World. The vessel in which they  set  sail only succeeded in reaching the shores of Newfoundland, and, after the emigrants had suffered incredible hardships, the enterprise was abandoned. But Alexander by no means relinquished his project, into which the king entered most heartily, and between them they arranged a new plan of colonization, which would accomplish the purpose at no  expense  to themselves. This was, to divide the country into large tracts that should carry with each estate a title, after the fashion of Holland, where certain demesnes were called " Red-dergoeds," the owners of which bore as a title the name of the land. The purchasers of the estates were required to pledge themselves to colonize at their own expense,  within a certain period, under pain of the forfeiture of the property, and  were  to  be  permitted to

       select  an  appropriate title  for themselves  and  their
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       purchase, on the payment of a certain sum of money to Sir William Alexander.

       It was under this arrangement that the knights baronets of England were created in April, 1625, by Sir William Alexander, and all the patents were signed by him; and one hundred and fifty baronets were thus created under his own patent, which proves how greedily the bait was seized by the wealthy men of England, who gladly purchased a title that carried with it large grants of land on what they fancied were easy terms. It proved so indeed, as none of the baronets carried out the provisions of the purchase, which were to colonize the new country as soon as possible, and, in consequence, the estates in Nova Scotia reverted to the original grantor, while the gentlemen retained their titles, which was all that they desired to have, and remained residents of their native laud. The king and his " philosophical friend " found themselves enriched by the sale of these titles and the land that they had acquired without effort or expense. The first baronets were styled " of Nova Scotia," and the initials N. S. are still to be found in the peerage after the names of the one hundred and fifty first creations.

       The affection of the royal family for Sir William Alexander did not cease on the death of James I. His son and successor, Charles I., gave Sir William the privilege of coining small copper money, and also made him secretary of state for Scotland, which office he

       filled for fifteen years, for which he was created a peer

      

       The Goede Vrouw of Mana-ha-ta

       and made Earl of Stirling, a title that was selected by the king himself and bestowed as an especial mark of the royal favor, as it was that of his own hereditary stronghold, the great Scottish castle of Stirling.

       In 1628 Alexander had received a fresh grant of territory that covered all the country that lay between the St. Lawrence River and the Delaware River, from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

       There is in the office of the Herald King of Arms a letter from the king, dated March 15, 1632, addressed to Sir James Balfour, Lyon King of Arms, ordering him to marshal the arms of the lately created Viscount Stirling, and in January 28, 1635, the arms of the earl were again augmented, by order of his majesty. In January, 1634, the land (or continent) granted to the Earl of Stirling had been most particularly confirmed to him, with the additional specified tract, which, in the words of the original deed (now on file in the Land Office), is as follows: " That part of the Main land in New England, from St. Croix (River) adjoining New Scotland, along the sea-coast to Pemaquid, and so up the river to the Kenebequi, to be henceforth called the County of Canada, also the Island of Matowack or Long Island, to the West of Cape Cod, to be hereafter called Isle of Stirling."

       The son of the first earl who bore the title of Viscount Canada pre-deceased his father, and the title was inherited by a young child who did not long survive, but iied three months after his grandfather. The title then
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       reverted to Henry, the second son of the first Earl of Stirling, who had married Mary, the daughter of Sir Peter Yanlooe, an alderman of London. The third Earl  of  Stirling died August 16, 1664, but before his death he had found his estates in America a most troublesome possession. By his commands, an agent by the name of Forrester, Forest, or Farett, as it is variously spelled, had emigrated to the Isle of Stirling in order to look after the interests of the English proprietor. Under authority from the Earl of Stirling, Major Forrester had sold a considerable amount of property to settlers who had wandered there from other colonies and who were glad to receive what they considered good titles for the land they occupied and already had under cultivation, and also to consider themselves under the protection of England. The Isle of Wight, now known as " Gardiner's Island," was bought from the Indian owners, but it also received a title from Major Forrester, as agent of the Earl of Stirling.

       These transactions came to the ears of Governor Stuyvesant, who believed that the land in question belonged to his masters, the States General of Holland, and were under his jurisdiction. The governor therefore quietly sent for Major Forrester, who unsuspiciously went to a conference held at Mana-ha-ta, where he was seized by order of the governor and put on a vessel bound for Holland. The governor, no doubt, thought that he had easily disposed of a troublesome person

       who was  encroaching  on   his   prerogative, but, as it
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       happened, the vessel on which Major  Forrester was transported was wrecked on the English  coast, and ho made his escape from his captors and  proceeded to London, -where he laid his case before his employer, Lord Stirling, who at once carried his grievances to  the ears of the king. It w r as under  these  circumstances that the Duke of York  offered  to buy out the rights  of the Earl of Stirling, who gladly sold them for the sum of £7,000, and the Duke of York, without going through the formality of putting down the purchase-money or acquiring the necessary title-deeds, immediately sent the expedition to seize on  the Dutch  plantations in the New World. The expedition was quietly planned, and the colonists had hardly received warning of the project before their foes were upon them.

       Governor Stuyvesant rushed from Kensselaerswyck to New Amsterdam  as speedily as  possible, only to find matters beyond his control.  He  had no defences,  no soldiers, no  provisions,  and no  money  at his command. The burghers, incited by their vrouwen, declared their intention of capitulating, as they  preferred  to keep their houses, property, and lives intact, and they saw that there was but little hope of  successfully  defending their unprotected situation. The governor,  however,  showed fight, like the brave  warrior that he was,  and he ordered the guns to be manned and fired on the enemy, but here again he was balked,  and this time  by the dominie, who laid his hand on  the governor's  arm and  commanded  peace.
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       Worried and harassed on every side, unsupported by his council, defied by the petticoat government, the poor governor could only submit and sign articles of capitulation, and then retire disgusted to his bouwerie.

       September 8,1664, saw the untimely end of the Dutch burgh of New Amsterdam and the birth of the city of New York, which sprang, like Minerva, full-grown from a warrior's head. Down came the ladies' silken flag, and was carried off (to be used as a bed-spread by one of the thrifty dames), and up went the banner of St. George, and for over one hundred years the colony was doomed to be oppressed by the misrule and avarice of the rapacious English government, with only a brief respite during the few mouths in 1673 when it returned to the order and tranquillity that prevailed under the rule of the States General of Holland, before being again brought under the English government.

       Johannes Van Brugh, burgomaster and schepen of New Amsterdam, was one of the first of the Dutch worthies to bow his neck to the yoke. He lived in a stone house on Hanover Square, and some of the handsomest trees on the island shaded his house, which was large and well-furnished, after the manner of Holland. At the suggestion of Madame Van Brugh (who was the daughter of Annekje Jans) they gave a large entertainment in honor of the new arrivals, and invited all their friends to meet Governor Nicolls and his suite, as the good lady hoped to conciliate the English in this way;

       and as she and her husband were among the oldest in-
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       habitants they considered that the duties of hospitality fell on their shoulders in the  absence  of the official  representative  of their countrymen. It  was unfortunate that the entertainment was not received in the spirit in which it was tendered. The new arrivals were haughty and overbearing in their manners, and, it is said, misbehaved themselves toward their hosts and their  guests, so that the well-meant efforts of the good lady  resulted in making a breach between the governor and the people of the town, for which his excellency was heartily sorry when he began to realize how much he had lost by his rude behavior. After-efforts toward reconciliation (which, to do the governor justice, he did his best to make) never completely healed the breach caused by the first outbreak at this entertainment. The officials wore obliged to meet Governor Nicolls at occasional formal entertainments, but the staid and older members of the town, particularly the ladies, would have nothing whatever to do with his excellency or his court, and they were quietly ignored in all the pleasant entertainments which were constantly being given on the sociable little island of Mana-ha-ta.

       Apparently the ladies were correct in their opinion that a change of name and owners would make but little difference in the happiness of the community. It was many years before they realized that it had not been for the good of the  people,  as  at first they believed it to be. The English rulers could not speak the language of their subjects, and almost all were retained in
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       the official positions that they had held previous to the conquest, and the place apparently remained a Dutch settlement, and the new governor was a thing apart from the home-life of the colonists, and had no influence over their social customs. The Dutch vrouwen controlled their households as before, and governed their husbands with silken threads. The "good man" was permitted to make the acquaintance of the English, and the young folks to mingle in the amusements devised to conciliate and amuse them by the new governor, who was accustomed to the life of a court, but the worthy vrouwen held aloof and bided their time.

       There were many feast-days and holidays that were always observed by the Dutch. Paas was a cherished one and never forgotten, nor was Candlemas overlooked. New Year's Day was the grand festival of the year, and its observance, inaugurated by the first settlers, was handed down to their descendants, and was followed until about 1870, when the size of the city of New York rendered its further observance impossible. The Dutch ladies always made grand preparations for the great feast  of " Nieuw-Jaar," and that of 1667 was more rigorously observed than usual, as they wished to mark their adherence to their time-honored customs. Each burgher rose  early and dressed himself with care, prepared to go the rounds of the city and call on every lady of his acquaintance, to wish her a happy new year.

       The governor's wife and his sister, Mrs. Bayard, received  the honor  of the first visit. They sat in state in
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       the best parlor of their bouwerie, clad in their handsomest  robes,  and  received sluy after  sluy load of  visitors. The  best  part of the function was the tasting and sipping of various cordials prepared by the matrons themselves after secret family receipts. The wine  was  handed with the remark, " Credencense !  "  and accepted with a deep bow and the wish of " A happy new year," after which each gentleman bowed himself out, to be succeeded by nearly every man of the little town who wished to pay his respects to the governor's wife, while the first-comers hastened back to the city to greet every lady of his acquaintance with the same good wishes.

       It sometimes happened that among the festivals which the Dutch patronized in memory of Patria all were not held under proper supervision, and they therefore degenerated and became like the keriniss—too much of an orgy to please the proper women of the town. One of these was called the Feast of Bacchus, and the revels became so unlicensed that the attention of the governor was called to them, with the entreaty that he would take measures to repress its celebration. It was denounced as " unprofitable, unnecessary, and censurable," and it was called a " pagan  feast,  tho' it may be tolerated and looked at thro' the fingers in Patria."

       The hospitality and simple pleasures wisely instituted by the Dutch made the city of New York unique among its neighbors, and, down to the outbreak of the Revolution, its inhabitants were noted for their kindness to strangers. "All felt it, all praised it,"  says  a contem-
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       porary writer; " nothing was too good and no attention too engrossing for a stranger. That name was a passport to everything kind and generous. All who were introduced to the new-comer invited him to home and board, and treated him like one of the family." The houses even were planned like those of Madame Van Cortlandt, with a "slaap-bauck" in the sitting-room ready to be offered to a stranger at a moment's notice.

       The sixth of December  (St. Mcolaus's  Day) was especially honored the year the Dutch city had capitulated to the English fleet. It was the saint's-day of the burgh, and was always celebrated with peculiar ceremonies. All the Dutch citizens were decorated by their vrouwen with new orange-colored bands or ribbons, on which were inscribed the old Dutch war-cry, " Orange Boven." This afforded much quiet amusement to Governor Nicolls and his English officers, who felt that they could afford to allow such a harmless exhibition of loyalty to Holland from burghers who went no farther in their demonstrations. But in spite of the seeming security and supremacy of the English governor, who proclaimed the " duke's laws" and instituted many changes in the government, he was in fact in a mighty precarious position. From the time of his arrival in the colony he had received no support from the home government, no provisions, and no clothing for his soldiers, and they were few in number and utterly inadequate for his needs. He tried to fill his empty " chest" by building a tavern adjoining the alley beside the
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       Stadt-Hujs, on Pearl Street, opposite  Coenties  Slip. A covered way connected the two places, much  to the horror of the Dutch worthies, who thus saw "  tapping  " and drinking encouraged by the governor, when it had always been hitherto the practice to frown  on  or  prevent  it. The Duke of York had been willing enough  to seize on the American colony when it cost him nothing, as  he hoped to get a large revenue from it at no  expense to himself ; he wanted money from his new  possessions, but had no idea of spending any, even to insure his retaining them. The town, which had been poorly fortified against his attack, was no stronger than at its capitulation. The English governor was surrounded by enemies—passive and peace-loving ones it might be, but still quite willing to return to their allegiance to Holland, and on the slightest encouragement to send him to a rural retreat after his predecessor, Governor Stuyvesant.

       Two tribes of savages on the northern border went on the " war-path," and Governor Nicolls was distracted with anxiety. Of course the worthy denizens of the colony were well-acquainted with these difficulties, and hoped that they would disgust the English and force them to leave the plantation. Nicolls tried to  coerce  his subjects into contributing money for his expenses, but as he had no means of enforcing commands when he issued them, he was no better off than he was before.

       The small English army quartered in the battered fort were barely sheltered from the  elements,  and only
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       provided with coarse and dirty straw for bedding that had been discarded by the Dutch soldiers as worthless, and the old vrouwen of the place shook their heads over the thriftlessness of a government that failed to provide for the health and comforts of its dependents, and the ladies were delighted when they heard of a letter the English commander had written to his superiors, in which he said: " Such is our straits that not one soldier to this day, since I brought him out of England, has been in a pair of sheets." To the Dutch vrouwen, who knew how dependent their husbands were on home comforts and cleanliness, this state of affairs meant defeat and the probable abandonment of the enterprise by the enemy, who had so far gained nothing by their capture; since the women concluded that the soldiers would rebel unless their wants were better attended to. The soldiers, however, were forced to remain, and it was Governor Nicolls who resigned and, determined to beat a retreat, demanded his recall from the home government. Colonel Francis Lovelace soon arrived to take his place.

       The new governor found many vexed questions awaiting his arrival for adjustment, and among others, the dispute on the northern borders with the savages. Nicolls carried Colonel Lovelace in the gubernatorial yacht to Kensselaerswyck, and the governors spent a week at the manor-house, and were feted by the patroon and  his wife. The hospitality and courteous manners of  the Dutch families keenly impressed the soldier-
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       governor, who found, in what he supposed would be a wilderness, more refinements and luxuries than he was accustomed to at home. King Charles had particularly recommended him to be friendly with the Patroon Van Rensselaer, to whom and  to whose family  the king had been so  greatly  iudebted during his  exile;  and Governor  Lovelace, after being entertained at Rensselaers-wyck, wrote a private letter to his  sovereign,  in which he said, " I find some of the  people have the  breeding of courts, and I cannot imagine  how such is  acquired." There was another ambassador connected with the Court of St. James, who  was  at the same time discovering for himself that the English were behind the Dutch in their notions of good-breeding and cleanliness. This was Sir William Temple, who had been sent ambassador to The Hague. He was one of " the most elegant and accomplished gentlemen at the court of Charles II. —a wit among the courtiers, and a courtier among the wits," says Macaulay in his "Essays." This great man, who had inherited a handsome estate from his father, Sir James Temple (Master of the Rolls in Ireland, and one of the Privy Councillors), was educated at Cambridge, and was fond of literary pursuits, and jotted down some of his experiences during his residence among the Dutch, where, says Macaulay, " he was surrounded by objects interesting in the highest degree to a man of his observant mind. The simple life of the burghers struck him with astonishment; he was  accustomed  to see in  England great display and  but few com-
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       forts." " Dining one day with the chief burgomaster of  Amsterdam, he noticed that every time that he spat on the floor, while at table, a tight, handsome wench, who stood in a corner holding a cloth, got down on her knees and wiped it up. Seeing this, he turned to his host and apologized for the trouble he was giving, and received the jocular response: ' It is well for you that my wife is not at home, for she would have turned you out of the house for soiling her floor, although you are the English ambassador.''

       Mana-ha-ta was destined to be captured and recaptured, time after time, without a blow being struck in its defence, and the year 1673 saw its capitulation to a Dutch fleet, which sailed into the harbor and quietly demanded that the English robbers should renounce their prey. Governor Lovelace had no option but to obey, and the burghers and their wives rejoiced greatly over the bloodless victory. The latter pointed out with pride that lives, property, etc., were intact, and all owing to the feminine judgment that had counselled submission to the English the year before, when the British fleet had been the conquerors without firing a musket, and in turn had yielded to the superior force without even a word of protest. The English had jeered at the Dutch for their cowardice, and in turn had displayed the same pusillanimity.

       Now, the most worthy of the citizens of Mana-ha-ta were called on to form a government. Admiral Colve (one of  the  commanders of the Dutch fleet) was placed

      

       in the governor's chair; Oloff Yan Cortlandt, William Beekinan, Johannes de Peyster, Nicholas Bayard, and Guilian Verplanck composed the council, and occupied themselves at once in restoring to the city its Dutch laws, civic seals, and old insignia.

       The dignified custom of observing Sunday was at once resumed, and the first one after the capitulation saw the worthy governor, schepens, and burgomaster meeting at the Stadt-Huys, when summoned by the tolling of the bell, clad in long cloaks and huge bell-crowned hats, marching in stately procession, striking in unison their ponderous gold-topped staffs of office, to the old church, preceded by the "bell-ringer," carrying velvet cushions to be placed in the government pew for the better ease and comfort of the worthy magistrates; while their wives and children quietly gathered in the same building, each one provided with a small square "foot-stove," which warmed their feet during the long and somewhat tiresome thanksgiving services that ensued.

       But this state of affairs was not destined to last long. The Dutch colonies in America had been for years a source of trouble and annoyance to the States General of Holland, who had been forced to protect their emigrants at great expense to the state, while the profits of the colony were absorbed by the West India Company. The government could protect the water-soaked lands of Holland during the war with England with

       comparative ease, but it was difficult to defend a colony

       138
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       the  boundaries of which were so undefined and of such great extent; it was little wonder, then, that, when arranging the treaty of peace between the Netherlands and  England, the colony of Mana-ha-ta became a shuttlecock between the two powers, and the Fatherland finally  tossed it, with a sense of relief, into the hands of  the rapacious English.

       Governor Colve received orders from his government to resign his seals of office to the properly accredited English authority, and on February 9, 1674, Sir Edmund Andross arrived in the colony, and Mana-ha-ta yielded again to a bloodless conquest, quietly resumed the name of New York, accepted the English officials and their laws, tucked the silken flag of New Amsterdam over the bed of the goede vrouw who  reclaimed her handiwork, and settled down to the  altered state of affairs with as much grace as possible.

       While it is true that the inhabitants of the plantation on  the  Hudson River were chiefly of Dutch extraction, many of the immigrants were from other countries. Having  found in Holland relief from religious persecution, many of these persons gradually drifted to the New World,  where they felt more sure of a livelihood than was possible in the crowded countries of Europe, and the point of attraction in America was the Dutch settlement. Many of the wanderers had married in Holland, where the women were noted for comeliness, virtue, housewifely  qualities, and these ties drew families of
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       mixed blood to Mana-ha-ta, and the  colony became cosmopolitan  in its character at a very early date.  As early  as  1668 arrangements had been made for weekly reunions by the principal families of the town. These sociables were the first of  the  assemblies,  or  dances,  for which New York  has  always  been  noted. The  ladies planned the entertainments and kept the management of them always in their own hands. They  were  at first held at the houses of the members in turn. The quantity and quality of the refreshments were determined on by the matrons, and were simple in the extreme, and generally consisted of roast oysters, cakes, and jellies. The gathering took place at six o'clock in the evening and broke up at nine, precisely, after a nightcap of hot spiced wine, served in silver tankards. These assemblies were continued until the breaking out of the War of the Revolution, and were attended by the descendants of the original projectors, and the membership was almost considered hereditary. The principal families concerned were the Van Cortlandts, De Peys-ters, Kips, Lockermans, Lawrences, Stuyvesants, Bayards, Provoosts, Varleths, Schricks, etc. As the young people grew up they were permitted to join these  assemblies,  which became a  favorite  place for courting, and many matches were  made  at  these  hospitable gatherings. But they also covered political meetings, which could be held under the nose of  the  government without suspicion, where the  men  discussed affairs of state and their

       wives were able to throw in quiet words of counsel, that
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       received due attention and had their weight in matters even of the gravest importance.

       The first history of Mana-ha-ta, written by a native-born citizen, is worth quoting. The writer was named Daniel Denton, and his descendants live today in Jamaica, Long Island, as he did. He was the son of a clergyman, born at East Hampton, Long Island, and settled at Jamaica, where he became a burgomaster, and his description of the colony may be repeated in his own quaint language. It was written in 1670, and, as has before been mentioned, he refutes the derivation of the word Mana-ha-ta, given it by an ignorant English traveller who was unacquainted with the language, and who had blindly adopted some jocose remark and declared that it was derived from a " drunken orgie " held on the island by its discoverers.

       This statement is declared incorrect by Denton, and, as he was familiar with the Algonquin language, he is probably right. The author describes the island of Mana-ha-ta in the following words : " Here you need not trouble the shambles for meat, nor Bakers, nor Brewers, for Beer or Bread, nor even to a Linen Draper for a supply. Every one Making their own Linnen and a great part of their Woolen Cloth for their ordinary wearing. You may travel from one end of the country to the other with as much security as if you were lockt within your own Chamber, and if you chance to meet with an Indian Town they shall give you the best Entertainment they have, and upon your desire
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       direct you on your way. But that which adds Happiness to all the rest is the Healthfulness of the place where many people in 20 years time never know what sickness is. Which they look upon as a great Mortality if 2 or 3 die out of a town in a years time—you shall scarce see a house but the South side is begirt with Hives of Bees which increase after an incredible Manner."
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       Death of Governor Stuyvesant, and His Epitaph—Death of Mr. and Mrs. Van Cortlandt—Their Children—Purchase of the Van Cortlandt Manor—The Marriage and Home of Dominie Selyns—Death of Annekje Jans—The Varleth Family—Madame de Peyster and Her Children—Marriage of Maria de Peyster and Death of Her Bridegroom—The Second Marriage—The Spratts and the "White Lad}e of Baldoon "—The Food of the Early Colonists—Introduction of Vegetables into the Colony—The Wilden's Names for Fish, etc.— Patriotic Crabs—Manufactory of "Sout"—Poems on Fish.

       YEAKS passed by, and the goede vrouwen were beginning, sorrowfully, to discover that the change in  the government was having its effects, and that a change in the manners and customs of the younger generation was taking place in a way that was by no means pleasing to the conservative pioneers. One by one the  heads of the families were called to a better land,  and there was no one to take their places.

       The  doughty warrior, Petrus Stuyvesant, died full of years,  mourned by all who knew him. Dominie Selyns wrote  an epitaph for the occasion in his native language, which hardly  seems dignified and worthy of so great a

       man, and is perhaps  the reason why it is not cut on the
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       cenotaph that is now in " St. Mark's, in the Bouwerie," which simply records the name and date of the death of the hero. The lines written by Dominie Selyns  were as  follows, and contain two puns on the name: " Stuyft niet te  seer  in't sant want daer leyt Stuyvesant," which may be translated:  "  Stir not the sand too much, for there lies Stuyvesant."

       About the date of the great Dutch governor's death the goede vrouwen of Mana-ha-ta were called  to  mourn the loss of one of their principal members and first  settlers.  This was Annekje Lockermans (Madame Van Cortlandt), who died suddenly in 1684, soon after the death of her husband, wise, kind-hearted Olof Steven-zon Van Cortlandt, who died on the 4th of April, and his widow survived only until the 14th of May, and was believed to have died of a broken heart. The worthy old minister, Dominie Selyns, was deeply grieved at the loss of two of his principal parishioners, with whom he had been on terms of the greatest intimacy for many years, and he wrote the following lines as an epitaph for the well-beloved wife and mother:

       " GRAAFSCHRIFT.

       Voor J. W. Anna Loockermans  wede. van   den Heer Olof Stephenzon Van Cortlandt, overleden den, 14th May, 1684.

       IN DOMINE QUIES.

       Hier rust, die sender rust was tsedert Cortlandts doot, En zocht geen rust, dan haest en nevens hem te rusten,

       Hy stierf.    Sy leest  en  sterft men rust in Abrams schoot, En leest waer Jesus is, in ware rust  en  lusten.
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       Was Anna * in Godts dienst, badt Hanna f met Godts geest, Maer dese was alleen, dat beyde zyn geweest."

       These verses have been translated:

       Here rests, who after Cortlandt's death no rest possessed, And sought no other rest than soon to rest by him.

       He died.    She lived and died.    Both now in Abram rest, And there, where Jesus is, true rest and joys abide in.

       God's will did Anna serve ; God's aid did Anna pray, In this alone alike, that both have passed away.

       With the death of this noteworthy couple the first degeneration of the true Dutch element of the burgh began. They had borne together all the earliest struggles of the pioneers, seen the birth of the little town they loved so well, aided in its erection into the burgh of New Amsterdam, sorrowfully witnessed its sudden capitulation and the beginning of the English rule, and yet allowed none of these changes to disturb them in their happy family life, and only gathered more closely around them the best elements of the colony and quietly upheld the dignity and traditions of Patria.

       Mr. and Mrs. Van Cortlandt had four daughters— Maria, Sophie, Caty, and Neltjie, who were blithesome, comely damsels, and from this group der Heer Director Jeremias Van Bensselaer (who was considered the best match in the colony) selected his bride in 1662. This was one of the first weddings of a native-born American girl, and the rejoicings on the occasion had been very

       * Luke ii. 36.   t H. Samuel i. 10 and  11.
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       great. Sophie Van Cortlandt married Andrew Teller, Caty married first John Duval, and afterward Frederick Phillipse, while Neltjie became the bride of Brant Schuyler, July 12, 1682.

       The eldest  son,  Stephanus Van Cortlandt, married, September 10, 1671, Gertrude Schuyler, and built for her a house on the corner of Broad and Pearl Streets. He also obtained manorial grants, under the English conditions and stipulations, which were quite different from those of the original Dutch grants,  as  they did not require the proprietor to colonize at his own expense, nor had he the same rights over the tenants, who simply were governed by the laws of the colony and owed no allegiance to the owner, as was the case with the patroon-ships. One was a principality, the other was a gentleman's estate.

       The manor of the Van Cortlandts was granted by patent from Governor Dongan, in 1685, and a handsome country-house was immediately erected there for the family. It is said that the land was originally purchased from the Indians, who rowed the young Dutchman in a canoe up the Hudson Kiver, and, when they reached the selected location, which they called Kitch-a-wan, told him that he might buy for some trifles, that they named, as much land as "a man might travel in a day." To their surprise the offer was quickly accepted, and young Van Cortlandt handed them the purchase-money, and, landing on the shore,

       mounted a horse  that he had ordered brought there and
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       galloped off across the country, thereby covering so much ground " in his day's journey" as made him a great landed proprietor for the rest of his life. Part of the  property was a neck of land jutting into the river, and  called by the Indians Meanagh. The large inland tract was called Appamapagh.

       A  highly esteemed lady who lived on Mana-ha-ta was Margaretta De Riener; she married Cornelius Steen-wyck, and lived on the corner of Bridge and Whitehall Streets. This couple were very rich, and they loved to gather around their great square dining-table all the young people of the neighborhood, and the weekly supper-parties of Madame Steenwyck were noted far and near. After the death of Mr. Steenwyck, in 1664, his widow married Dominie Selyns. Their house was a typical one of the day, and an inventory of its furniture has fortunately been preserved. The dwelling-room was provided with twelve russia-leather chairs and two velvet chairs with fine silver lace; one cupboard of French nut-wood, one round and one square table, one cabinet, thirteen pictures, and a large looking-glass, five alabaster images, a piece of tapestry for cushions, a flowered tabby chimney-cloth, a pair of flowered tabby curtains, a dressing-box, and a carpet. In  the fore-room was a marble table, eleven pictures, seven russia-leather chairs, a clock, etc.

       It  would seem from these items that Dominie Selyns had been as fortunate as his predecessor Dominie Bogartus had been, when he married Annekje Jans
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       (Van Maesterlandt). This  good  lady had left New Amsterdam after the intelligence of the shipwreck of her husband reached her and moved to Beverswyck, where she purchased a house on the north side of Yonker Street (now State and James Streets, Albany). Here, beloved by all who knew her, the brisk little widow laid down the law, and controlled the social festivities of the dorp. Shortly before her death, in 1663, she executed a will in favor of her children, which was signed in the presence of Rutger Jacobsen Yan Schoendervelt, who had been an intimate friend of her first husband, Roelof Jansen Van Maesterlandt, and had emigrated at the same time, in 1636. The other witness to the will was Evert Jansen Wendell, also an early settler of Beverswyck.

       Among the organizers of the assemblies was Madame Caspar Varleth. This name vanished early in the history of the colony, as there were only female descendants. Madame Varleth had three daughters : the eldest was Maria, who married three times, and her husbands were burgomasters and schepens in New Amsterdam and Fort Orange; Judith, the second daughter, married the accomplished nephew of Governor Stuyvesant, Nicholas Bayard, and was the sister-in-law of Maritje Lockermans (Madame Balthazar Bayard), Bladina Kierstede (Madame Petrus Bayard), and Madame Meyut. With this family connection, and owing to the important official posts filled by her

       husband, Madame Bayard occupied no small place in
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       the little community. Catherine Yarleth married Francis de Bruyn, from whom are descended innumerable Browns and Bruens, or Brewens, of the present day, living in the city of New York.

       Maria Yarleth had an interesting romance at the time of her first nuptials, and her name figures conspicuously in the annals of the town. It appears that the groom had parents living in Holland, and that, being impatient to get married, he did not comply with the laws, and failed to get their written consent to his marriage. The ceremony was however performed, and then the troubles of the young couple began. The council ordered the groom to leave his bride until the parental consent was obtained. The friends of both parties interfered, and finally they were permitted to consider themselves legally married, but not until they had convulsed the colony with their petitions and suits and counter-suits. The groom did not live very long, and his widow married der Heer Paulus Schrick. Two of their children married, respectively, a de Peyster and a de Minvielle and left no descendants, but the youngest daughter became the wife of a fine young colonial soldier, Captain Anthony Brockholst, afterward lien-tenant-governor of the province, and kept up the family traditions for hospitality.

       As has been said, the group of goede vrouwen who did so much to plant the infant colony on a firm basis by their fine good sense and clever management, formed

       a centre from which all the gayeties of the place arose.
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       They had instituted the assemblies and oyster-supper parties, and other congenial entertainments, and the whole community lived  together  like one  large  family. The pioneers of Mana-ha-ta did not live long  aft or the English took possession of the plantation;  some  had already succumbed to the hardships of their early life. Among these was Margaret Hardenbrook  (Mrs.  Frederick Phillipse), who died before she could settle down to the enjoyment of her well-earned home in the colony.

       Madame Go vert Lockermans, who had so  bravely  followed her husband across the sea, was soon worn out by the hardships of a pioneer's life, and died after a brief married life, but her place had been speedily filled, as was customary in those days, for no man could afford to live without a helpmeet, who was the main support of the household. Her successor was the widow Mariyje Jans, the sister of Madame Bogartus. Govert Lockermans lived on the north side of Hanover Square, and adjoining his home was one of the best houses in the town, in which lived Johannes de Peyster. It was on the corner of William Street and Hanover Square, facing the south and overlooking the beautiful river. A merry family of boys and girls grew up under this roof, happy under the government of their good mother, who was the last survivor of the original group of the goede vrouwen of Mana-ha-ta.

       The eldest son was a thoughtful, steady young fellow, and succeeded his father  as a  prominent burgher,  and was known as " der Heer " Abraham de Peyster. He
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       married  in 1687 the daughter of his uncle Isaac, Catharine de Peyster, and the same year, the second son, Isaac de  Peyster, married Maria Yan Balen.

       Both young men were devoted to their mother, and they  relied on her judgment to an unusual extent, and even  their wives accepted her dictum as final in all their  family affairs. The two younger brothers soon followed the example set by their elders, and selected as  wives two sisters, Maria and Anna Bancker. All the  young men carried their wives to comfortable homes of their own, and as each one married, the couple joined the assemblies founded by their parents, which now threatened to outgrow the houses of the members.

       As  her sons married and left her, Madame de Peyster began  to fear that her daughters were doomed to " comb St.  Catharine's hair" and remain spinsters. This indeed was the fate of the youngest sister, Cornelia, who never  married, her heart having been broken over the fate  of her lover, who had been murdered by Indians.  But  the gay elder daughter, pretty Maria de Peyster,  was surrounded by lovers, all of whom she encouraged, and yet, to the despair of her family, she persisted  in refusing their addresses. At last the motherly  influence prevailed, and Madame de Peyster was well  satisfied when the girl's choice fell on the son of her  neighbor and dear friend, and the betrothal of her daughter  to Paulus Schrick was announced. He was the son of  Maria Yarleth by her second marriage.
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       His father was  engaged  in  a  brisk trade between Mana-ha-ta, Connecticut,  and  Virginia, and was well inclined to  give  his son a handsome allowance on his marriage, although the young fellow was by no means poor, having made several  voyages  on his own account. He was quite well-off, and he made a liberal settlement on his bride that made her one of the richest  women in the place. The groom at one time had lived at Hartford and also in Flushing, owning property in both places, but on his marriage he resolved to settle permanently in New York.

       The bride had been carefully trained by her mother and was one of the best spinners and  weavers  in the colony. In consequence, her great oak " kos "  was filled with beautiful linen, made and marked by her own deft fingers, and tied in packages with colored tape, and as the dowry left to her by her father was secured to her, and under the guardianship of her brothers,  there was no delay over the preparations for the wedding, which took place at the home of her mother, May 11, 1686. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Hen-ricus Selyns, and was by him duly recorded in the " Trouw " book:

       " Paulus Schrick, J. M. van Hartford in N. Engel. en Maria de Peyster, J. D. van N. York."

       The young couple began house-keeping under the pleasantest auspices, in a large house built by Schrick for his bride, on what  is  now Broad Street, but which

       was then known as " Prince's Graft."    This house was
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       surrounded by gardens and sheltered by large trees ; its site is now covered by the buildings No. 67 and 69 Broad Street, which were erected when the handsome old house was pulled down to make room for business offices.

       The centre of the Graft had originally been a brook which was the outlet for a marsh that lay above Beaver Street. It had been drained in 1659 at the cost of about $1,000. Above Exchange Place was the Schaape-Waytie. This street had originally been occupied by shoemakers, but after the erection of Madame Schrick's house it became one of the fashionable quarters of the town, and although it had a fine title that was recorded in the town register, the sly folks dubbed it " Petticoat Lane," by  which name it was generally known. The home seemed to be the centre of happiness, when suddenly it was rendered desolate by the untimely death of the bridegroom, Paulus Scitrick, only a few months after his marriage. The whole community was afflicted by the bereavement of their favorite friend, and worthy Dominie Selyns, who shared the general sorrow, recorded their grief in a brief notice in the church register, the sole instance in which such a thing was done, which proves how great the general sorrow was over the death of  the promising young fellow. Madame Schrick was  left  with a handsome fortune, it is true, but upon her devolved the responsibilities and cares of the business  it had  taken her husband so many years to establish.  With  the aid of her brothers, however, the widow
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       bravely faced her troubles  and  wisely conducted her affairs in her own name, like  a true  Dutch matron.

       Mr. Purple, in a communication  to the  " New York Genealogical Record," says of this  lady,  " that by reason of her birth and alliance she was one of the most  remarkable  women born in New Amsterdam, and a complete record of her family connections would include a fuller history of the civil and military affairs of colonial times than the same account of any other person born during the Dutch possession of Manhattan Island."

       Such a woman could not remain long a widow, and suitors flocked around her as eagerly as when she was Maria de Peyster; and it was not long before the gossips discovered that she was encouraging the attentions of a young Scotchman, who had emigrated to America about 1680, and who was already so highly esteemed in the community as to have been appointed Alderman of the Dock Ward, a position at that date of considerable honor and importance. No one was surprised when, on August 26, 1688, Dominie Selyns was called upon to join the hands of the Widow Schrick and John Spratt.

       One of the wedding-presents was a huge Bible, printed in Amsterdam by Marcus Doornick, 1682, in which are the following entries:

       "16fj.—John Spratt of Wigton, in Galloway, and Maria de Peyster of New York, were married the 26th of August.

       "16ft.—On  Munday   the  16th of July between 8
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       and  9  of the Clock was born my daughter Cornelia. Baptized on the 18th of July.

       " 16f|.—February 1st Saturday, betwixt 10 and 11 of the Clock in the forenoon was born my son John. Baptized on Sunday the 2d of February.

       «16ff.—Munday the 17th of April at 12 of the Clock in the afternoon was born my daughter Maria. Baptized on the 23d of April."

       John Spratt was born in Scotland. He was one of the many Scotch Covenanters who had been driven from their native land and had found shelter in Holland. A large band of Scotchmen settled with him in the Netherlands, but they found the country thickly peopled and there seemed but little chance of the emigrants being able to support themselves or their families. As was natural, the younger men were willing to wander farther afield, and, encouraged by the West India Company, many of them ventured, under their auspices, to face  the long voyage and probable hardships of the New World,  in the hope of making a fortune. John Spratt was one  of the number, and it was not long after his arrival in the  country that his education and capabilities enabled him to lay the foundation of the fortune that he afterward acquired.

       The  family of Sproat, or Spratt, was a numerous one in  Scotland, and was noted particularly for having only male children. The head of the family lived at Baldoon, where their ruined castle is still to be seen. The Spratts were a wild  set of people, leading riotous lives and
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       squandering their property, ready for any excitement, and prominent in all the border fights of the day, They were masterful in their households and deterred by nothing when " in their cups." One of the Spratts of Baldooii earned for himself an unenviable and undying notoriety by his brutal conduct to his wife, an amiable and beautiful woman, as tradition relates that he strangled her in one of his drunken rages, and from that day to this, on moonlight nights, the " White Ladye of Baldoon walks on the ramparts of the ruined castle, moaning, shrieking, and wringing her hands."

       But the name of Spratt has died out both in Scotland and America and only lives in the traditions that tell of their wild deeds in the mother-land. The John Spratt who emigrated was apparently a quiet and dignified personage, highly respected in the community. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Spratt was the centre of interest in the colony, and, owing to their mixed nationality, was a neutral ground on which all political discussions could take place; and as Mrs. Spratt was closely related to all the principal persons on the island, they naturally rallied at her house. News travelled slowly in those days, but whatever penetrated to Mana-ha-ta was sure to be learned at the house in Prince's Graft, and for many years everyone considered it the birthplace of the political struggles that now began to agitate the colony.

       The principal food of the early colonists was taken from the neighboring forests and rivers. Fish were
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       abundant in the waters that flowed before their doors, and were captured with the greatest ease ; edible vegetables grew wild in the rich soil; game lingered in the neighboring forests, and were snared or shot without trouble, and the tables of the new settlers were always lavishly supplied with wholesome food.

       The Wilden made use of many roots and herbs, and taught the new-comers to like them as they did themselves; and they had willing scholars, as the natives of Holland knew and valued green vegetables as food long before other European nations could be induced to eat anything but flesh or a few roots. The French at that time had learned to prize some of the products of the vegetable kingdom, but in England the use of greens was hardly known. It is a well-authenticated fact that Queen Henrietta Maria introduced " salads ' into the British Isles, when she went there as Queen Consort, as she pined for the fresh greens of her native land, and the king, to humor her, had a vegetable garden laid out at Hampton Court for her use, by gardeners brought from Holland.

       The introduction of vegetables in the kitchens of England stopped the dreaded scourge of scurvy, which, before the common consumption of green-food, had been prevalent there.

       The Dutch brought carrots, turnips, parsley, potatoes, fruit-trees, and many herbs and flowers to our shores. These soon strayed from the gardens and became wild; turnips sowed themselves, and carrots ran

      

       The Goede Vrouw of Mana-ha-ta

       riot over the land, the lovely flower of which was called by the English settlers of Massachusetts colony, " Queen Anne's lace."

       Some writers have claimed that Irish emigrants introduced potatoes into America when they settled Londonderry, Massachusetts, in 1715, as from that time their use spread rapidly through the English settlements. But the Dutch colonists used the vegetable long before that date, and the name was such a common one at Mana-ha-ta that, as early as 1654, the court minutes of the place mention a sailor who went by the nickname of " Pataddes " (potatoes); and the Labbadist missionaries, in their famous diary, state that they were regaled with a mess of " potatoes " when visiting Beverswyck.

       The Dutch not only learned the use of the staple products of the country from the Wilden but also adopted the original names, many of Avhich are still retained.

       In some localities clams are called " cloppers" or " quahogs," and maize, hominy, succotash, and sup-paun retain their Indian name. But the Dutch had a quaint fancy about the names that they gave to the fish that ran into the northern waters, at regular and stated times of the year, and they gave numbers to the fish as they came from the South to spawn. So the fish that we now call " shad " was by them named " elft" or eleven, not only because it was the eleventh in order that

       appeared  in  the  Hudson  River, but also because  it
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       invariably  arrived on the llth of March, off Sandy Hook.  It  was a custom among the fishermen to present the first shad of the season to the governor, and it was  usual for him to order it " planked," that is to say, the  fish was split and fastened on a piece of birch-bark, and  cooked before the embers of a wood-fire, after the Indian  fashion, and served on its bark platter at the table. The cunning fish retains its time-honored custom to this day, and always arrives on the llth of March, and it seems a pity that the suggestive name given to it by the early Dutch settlers should not have been retained. " Der elft " was succeeded by the " sea-bass," which received the name of " der twaelft" or twelve, not only because it followed the shad, but also because of twelve peculiar stripes, six on each side of the  fish, as if it intended to mark itself with the number "  twelve."

       Drum-fish were next in order, and were dubbed "  dertien '" or thirteen. " Steur," or, as we know them, sturgeon, were very common in the Hudson River and attained a great size. They were often captured eight feet  in length, a size which has been duly recorded by the  eminent Swedish naturalist Klam, in his carefully written narrative of his wanderings in America. The roe  of the sturgeon was highly prized by the Wilden,  who cured it and considered it as great a delicacy  as  the Russians do their dainty " caviare," prepared  from  a kindred species of fish. The spawning-ground of  the sturgeons lay a little south of " Claver-

      

       ack," the lower portion of the Bensselaerswyck Manor, and they were so plentiful in the waters of the northern Hudson that they were nicknamed "Albany beef." This fish makes great leaps from the water in pursuit of its prey, and they are dangerous neighbors to fishermen on that account, as they have been known to plunge through small boats. The descendants of the goede vrouwen of Mana-ha-ta tell a legend of the Hudson, which they heard from their grandmothers, of an old woman who was once lazily rowing across the river in her " bat-toe," when a huge sturgeon leaped into it and crashed through the bottom of the boat. The ancient dame hesitated only for a minute, and then, with immense presence of mind, seated herself directly in the hole, which her capacious person (loaded with many skirts of lindsey woolsey) filled so completely, that the boat was rendered water-tight, and she was rowed safely to land. The sturgeon's " silvery leap ' :  in the moonlight of the Hudson River has been immortalized by one of the descendants of the first Mana-ha-ta settlers, an American poet of great gifts, Rodman Drake, in his verses on " The Culprit Fay," a tale of the fairies of the Highlands of the Hudson. " Salm' or salmon were, at one time, so plentiful in the waters of the Hudson and Connecticut Rivers that servants, when signing their bond for a term of years (as was customary), stipulated that they were not to be asked to eat salmon more than once a week.

       Crabs were held in great estimation by the Dutch,

       160
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       who declared that they were patriotic to Patria, as their claws were of the color of the flag of the Prince of Orange, which was white and blue; and the husband of Margaret Hardenbrook records in his journal that " crabs show sufficiently that it belong to us, to people, the country, and not to the English, owing to their white and blue claws." Unfortunately, the crabs' claws have a habit of turning red when they are boiled, so the English pointed triumphantly to this changeableness on the part of the crab, and declared that it would desert the Dutch colors for the English when given the opportunity, very much as the Dutch themselves did when forced to abandon their government for the English rule.

       If the Wilden taught the Dutch how to preserve the flesh, fish, and vegetables in their own peculiar manner by " scorching " them in the sun, or smoking them with aromatic herbs, the latter in return instructed the savages in the art of salting. At first, the colonists found it difficult to procure salt in sufficient quantities for their purposes, but Madame de Peyster suggested to her  husband that he should import a cargo of " sout' from Curacoa, and for this timely act the lady received in private the thanks of all her friends in the community, although her share in the matter is not recorded in the town chronicles together with that of her husband, on whom great praise is bestowed for the benefit he conferred  on his fellow-burghers. It was soon discovered that sea-water could be evaporated, and a fac-
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       tory for manufacturing " der sout" was established at Coney Island, which flourished until the great saline deposits of Central New York  were  discovered.

       A roving Dutchman, named Steendam, was attracted to Mana-ha-ta soon after its settlement, and he was so charmed with the beauties of its situation and the quantity and quality of the game found there, that he addressed a long poem on the subject to the authorities in Amsterdam, in which he enumerates all the fish, fowl, and beasts found on the continent, one by one. The poem is a long one, but a couple of the verses descriptive of the fish bear quotation:

       " En prick, en aal, en sonne-vis, en Baars

       Die (blank en giel) u Taaff'len als wat raars Vercieren kan : ook Elft, en Twalft niet schaars Maar overvloedig.

       " Sleen brassen Steur en Dartien en Knor-haan

       En Zee-baars, die geen Vorst sal laten slaan, En Kabellen : en Salm die (wel gebraan) Is vet en voedig."

       The following is Mr. Murphy's translation :

       The lamprey, eel, and sunfish, and the white And yellow perch which grace your covers dight, And shad not scarce, but quite Innumerable.

       The bream and sturgeon, drumfish and gurnard, The sea-bass which a prince would not discard; The cod and salmon  cooked  with due regard Most palatable.
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       Boers  and Yankees—Threatened Amalgamation of the Colonies—The Naming of New England—Its Delegate to the King—Revolt of New England — Confusion in New York—Train Bands—Jacob Leisler— Colonel Bayard's Arrest—Judith Varleth's Romantic History—John Spratt, the Speaker of the Assembly—Persecution of the Van Cort-landts.

       GRADUAL changes began now to take place in the social life of the colony. At first the townspeople had lived together in harmony like one large family, that only grew stronger and more closely bound together as the years went on by reason of the constant intermarriages of the young people, but the arrival of the English gradually and slowly worked a change. The  beloved Dutch language was superseded by English, which the older ladies could never be taught to understand. Their quaint manners, their customs, and their religion were derided or despised by the usurpers, but notwithstanding all the influences that were brought to bear on the stately dames, they steadily kept to their own ways, continued to speak only the language of Patria, to attend devoutly their own church—where the

       services  were  invariably conducted  in Dutch —and rule
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       their households after the fashion of their mothers. Such persistent and steady  resistance  could not but have its effect, and the result was that the impress the Dutch pioneers left on the New World is uneffaced even after the lapse of two hundred years, as  some  of the good old customs are still observed on the island of Mana-ha-ta.

       Although the Dutch were peace-loving to a fault, they bitterly resented the encroachments of the Massachusetts colony, which now became bolder under the new rule, and which pushed its vanguards closer and closer to the Hudson River. Settlers from the East, who had for years looked longingly at the thriving Dutch villages and farms, now began to flock to them. These intruders received but a chilly reception.

       A new element of discord was now to be thrown into the midst of the northern colonies of America, and there was great excitement and much indignation in the newly fledged little capital of New York when it was learned that the king of England was planning to amalgamate all his possessions (north of Pennsylvania) under one government. James, Duke of York, had lately succeeded his brother Charles on the tottering throne of England, and by his fine contempt of the ordinary rules of morals and manners, and a total disregard of truth and honesty, was already pushing over that very unstable seat and  assisting  at his own downfall. The king by no  means  realized what very incongruous  elements  he was attempting to mix when he ar-
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       ranged to class together the people of such different manners, laws, and customs as those of the plantations in the New World, and he would have cared little, if he could have been brought to understand, what antagonistic communities he sought to control simply by his autocratic decrees.

       The eastern colonies had a peculiar form of government of their own invention, which differed considerably from that of the Dutch colony, the laws of which were drawn from the best ones adopted by Patria. These laws were the wisest, most enlightened, and tolerant that were to be found in Europe. They were founded on good principle and common sense, and were subsequently generally adopted for the government of the colony.

       The political consolidation of the colonies proposed by the king aroused great alarm, especially as it was thought to be the ultimate aim of the king to impose the Kornan Catholic religion upon them. In order, therefore, to protect their religious beliefs, they sent representatives to the Court of St, James to beg that these scruples might be respected, determined to try peaceful measures before resorting to open defiance and rebellion, as they were quite prepared to do if their respectful remonstrances were not heeded. Their agents were Sir William Phipps and Dr. Increase Mather, both of them American born, and therefore with more independent ideas than those of most of the English subjects. On the arrival of the ambassadors in England
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       they found to their joy that James had been forced to abdicate in favor of his daughter Mary and her Dutch husband, who had already grasped the reins of power. The two Americans were keenly alert to take advantage of this new move on the chess-board  of  Europe, and proposed to the new king to allow the eastern colonies to be autonomous, and begged him to  remove  all the English representatives and also separate  the  English-speaking colonies from the Dutch. King William made evasive replies that were construed as concessions by the ambassadors, who returned to America and reported, as if by authority, the news that they desired to have believed. News travelled slowly in those days, and the report, authorized by the delegates, of  the  downfall  of popery in the person of King James, and the  accession of his daughter, was deftly mixed by the Yankees with the report that the king had consented to the removal of Governor Andros, and this caused an immediate  revolt  of the eastern colonies from the rule of the governor.

       New York learned this news from correspondents in Boston, and received the contradiction of it through Virginia news-letters. No one knew what to believe  or to whom to turn. They did not even know what to call themselves, as their name, style, and government had changed with startling rapidity in the last few years.

       The members of the king's council in New York were, at the time, Frederick Phillipse (who had married Margret Hardenbrook and then Catharine Van Cort-
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       Jandt), Nicholas  Bayard (the husband of Judith Varleth), and  Stephanus Van Cortlandt—all worthy men, in whom everyone  had implicit confidence. They represented,, either in  themselves or through their wives, all the various  views and sentiments of the colony. The last-named  was forty-six years old at the time, and completely identified with the Dutch interests, not only by his birth  but by his marriage with Miss Schuyler, the granddaughter of the old director of Rensselaerswyck, Brant Van  Slechtenhorst. Stephanus Van Cortlandt had succeeded his father in his " burgher rights," and also in the  esteem of his fellow-citizens, and had been a popular  man with them for over twenty years. He was fond  of display and extremely hospitable, in the exercise of which  he was ably seconded by his wife.

       Governor Andros was called to Boston by the rebellion  of his  subjects there, and Lieutenant-Govern or Nicholson  had charge of the colony of New York during  his  absence. Before they could receive official intelligence  of  the change in the English rulers, and the council  take proper steps for their own protection, Sir Edmund  Andros was thrown into prison by his Massachusetts  subjects, leaving " New England " without authorized government, while New York staggered under a load of  perplexities as to her best plan of action.  One  thing only was agreed upon on all sides, and that was to arm  the citizens. The Dutch were in hopes tiiat they would  be allowed to return to their old allegiance  to Holland;  and the few French, Scotch, and.
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       English settlers of New York desired autonomy and independence, while relying for  protection on  England, but there was no  agreement between the parties,  who were so  wofully perplexed by the complicated state of affairs that they did not know exactly what they wanted, and could take no concerted plan of action.

       Matters in Europe at that date were horribly confused, and in the American colonies they  were  so inextricably mixed that they never became untangled until the " knot " was cut by the Revolution in  177G,  when a nation was added to the history of the world.

       Since there seemed to be nothing to do but to raise an army for self-defence against the French, New England, and the Indians—from all of whom outbreaks might be expected as soon as they learned the condition of affairs—New York bustled about and organized " train-bands," composed of ah 1  the men of the colony who could bear arms.

       A company was raised and put under the command of a young German, who had been  of  no importance up to that date, but who now made himself useful to the authorities in many ways, and was rewarded by being given a commission in the miniature army. This man was Jacob Leisler, who had married  Elise  Jans, daughter of Maryje Jans, and widow of Schepen  Peter Cornelius  Van der Veen, who  was  called " one of the great burghers." Leisler was  eager  to distinguish himself, and did not disdain to do many things that were beneath the dignity of the Dutch burghers.
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       Der Hee-r Abraham de Peyster raised a company by his own exertions, and was made its captain. His brother-in-law, John Spratt, held a commission in this company, and many of their friends became members of it.

       Each day developed some new source of alarm. The Indians on the north were reported to be on the " war-path," incited by the good French missionaries in Canada, who never lost an opportunity of trying to drive all but their own countrymen from the American continent. Everyone was suspected and dreaded as a possible foe, either at home or abroad, and, as these terrors were vague and undefined, they were in consequence the more alarming, as no one knew what to expect or from what quarter an onslaught might come.

       None of the burghers cared to take too much responsibility upon themselves for fear of possible consequences, and in this state of indecision the bold, adventurous Jacob Leisler pushed himself to the front, and, after occupying various subordinate positions, finally announced himself the governor of the colony.

       The citizens hardly grasped the situation, and although not crediting the legal rights of the usurper, they hesitated about deposing him.

       Now, party feeling began to run high indeed; families were divided against themselves, and chaos and confusion reigned supreme.

       John Spratt was firmly convinced that the Protestant

       cause would prevail in England, and as Leisler pro-
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       fessed to be its supporter, Mr. Spratt threw all his energies into supporting the new governor. Mrs. Spratt was conservative in the  extreme,  and, true to her Dutch blood, disliked all changes and innovations. She was quite unconvinced that the new ruler of England was firmly established on the throne, although she ardently desired to see the Prince of Holland in that position. She hoped that he would not uphold the Leislerian government in the colony, and she relished but little seeing her husband so closely identified with a cause that she could not believe would be a successful one.

       It was unfortunate for all parties that the character of Leisler was not one to shine when the man possessed supreme power, as he might have assisted his fellow-citizens in their emergency. But the more power he had the more he wanted, and the more arrogant he became, until finally he seemed to think that he was a heaven-sent ruler from whose despotic laws it was a criminal offence to rebel. He now imagined that the men who, by their indifference, had allowed him to pass over their heads and become their ruler, were his enemies, and that they were only watching for an opportunity to depose him and place themselves in his office. He frightened his council by dictating absurd orders to them, and then suddenly turned on his first friends and supporters and cast them into prison.

       The  first  man  to  suffer was  Colonel Bayard,  the

       nephew of the late Governor Stuyvesant, who had finally
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       summoned up the courage to point out to the assembly and the people that Leisler was exceeding his authority. After  a wordy war of some months' duration the usurper determined on a perfectly uncalled-for and unjustifiable step,  and ordered the arrest of Colonel Bayard. This was done without consultation with his council, and was  the act of a tyrant.

       The  country-home of Colonel Bayard was some miles beyond the city walls, near the Collect. From it a charming view of the Hudson River and opposite heights could be obtained. For many years the house was such a prominent feature of the landscape that some of the early surveys of Hoboken and Wiehawken were made from " Mr. Bayard's chimney," or Mr. Bayard's red front-door. The house was filled with costly furniture imported from Europe, and Mr. and Mrs. Bayard had  lavished taste and money on its decorations. Mrs. Bayard had been a noted beauty in her youth. When quite a young girl she had lived for a time (about the year 1662) in Hartford, Connecticut, where she was arrested and imprisoned as a witch. Whether this frightful suspicion was caused by her beauty or her talents, or because she spoke Dutch, cannot now be determined. Her family entreated that she might be released, but the Connecticut people were obdurate. Finally Governor Stuyvesant was induced to interfere and wrote a letter to the authorities in Hartford, which  he sent by Miss Varleth's brother, in which

       he  says:
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       Worthy & honoured Sirs :

       This occasion of my brother-in-law's  * being necessitated  to make a second voyage  to  aid his distressed  sister,  Judith Varleth, imprisoned, as  we are  informed, upon pretended  accusation of witchery, we really believe, and from her well-known education, life, conversation, and profession  of faith, we dare assure you that she is innocent of such a horrible  crime, and wherefore  I doubt not that he will now find your honor's favour and aid for the innocent.

       After the receipt of this letter the damsel was allowed to return to New Amsterdam, where slie married m 1666 Colonel Nicholas Bayard, the son of Anna Stuyvesant by her first marriage. Their town-house was in Stone Street (then called the Hoogli Straat), near Hanover Square.

       On the outbreak of the troubles with Leisler, Colonel Bayard quietly retired to his farm when he found that he was getting fruitlessly embroiled with the usurper, but he was unprepared for his sudden arrest, and was one morning startled by the reports of his servants, who had seen some soldiers marching up the lane and concealing themselves in the shrubbery, near the house. Yielding to the entreaties of his wife, Colonel Bayard dropped the razor with which he was shaving himself and hid himself in the cellar, while Mrs. Bayard boldly went forward and demanded the reason for the intrusion of the soldiers. These fellows, however, rudely pushed

       * Nicholas Varleth, who had married Anna Stuyresant, the widow Of  Samuel Bayard.
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       her  aside, tore her cap from her head, and swore at her for preventing their entrance to her house, and rushed from room to room smashing the furniture, ripping up the feather-beds with their bayonets, and prodding the family portraits with their swords, under the pretence of searching for Colonel Bayard. " When his retreat was finally discovered they treated him roughly and marched him off to the fort in the city, where, by the governor's orders, he was loaded with irons and thrown into a dungeon, where he remained for many months."

       The colonists were dismayed by the tidings of Colonel Bayard's arrest, and they felt as if no one was safe. Leisler was a new-comer in the colony, a man of obscure birth, with a detestably jealous temper that made him disliked abroad and feared by his family, who were only kept in subjection because they dreaded his terrible outbreaks of temper. He had no friends, no relations of his own, and no position in the colony to warrant his taking the position that he did, and yet such was his power at that time that none dared withstand him.

       John Spratt was then speaker of the assembly convened under Leisler, and he and his wife were greatly exercised over the brutal treatment of Colonel and Mrs. Bayard and the incarceration of the former, but they could do little to mitigate their sufferings. Mrs. Bayard was the aunt of Mrs. Spratt's first husband, Paulus Schrick (de Jonge), arid the whole family were up in arms against Leisler, although none now dared openly to
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       oppose or defy him. Fears were now entertained that the  tyrant's arrogance would lead his adherents into trouble, and everyone on the island began to think of his own safety. No one knew whose turn it might be next, and Stephanus Van Cortlandt wisely determined to  remove to a place of safety and carry his family to the  manor-house, as in his official position he had steadily opposed Leisler's arrogant proceedings.

       The illness of one of Mrs. Van Cortlanclt's children obliged her to return to town, but even her cares and anxieties did not protect her from Leisler's insults. This boorish man had not been received into the family of his Avife with any cordiality, and he was now rejoiced at having an opportunity of revenging himself for fancied slights. The connection with Stephanus Van Cortlandt was not a close one, and was only through the marriage of Leisler's mother-in-law, Maryje Jans, to Govert Lockermans, the brother of Mrs. Van Cortlandt, but it might have been sufficient to protect the unhappy mother and wife when she was in such grief over  the illness and subsequent death of her child, who lost its life in consequence of the exposure during the hurried flight to the manor-house and forced return to the city, whither Mrs. Van Cortlandt returned for medical advice with the more courage, as she fancied that she had nothing to fear, for there was only a difference of opinion between her husband and Leisler, and no one believed that the latter would push matters to extremities and wantonly insult a helpless woman. Van Cort-
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       landt learned of the death of his child at his retreat at Hartford, where he had gone to consult some of his friends as to what measures they should take to protect themselves against this new enemy that had arisen in the  colony.
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       Robert Livingston, First Lord of the Manor — His Scotch Ancestors— The " Queen's Mary "—The Rev. John Livingston—His Retreat to Holland—His Marriage to Mary Fleming—Her Piety and Benevolence—Plans for Emigration—Robert Livingston Arrives in 1674— The Patent of the Manor—The Price Paid to the Indians—The Marriage of Robert Livingston—His Eldest Son—Mrs. Philip Livingston's Wedding-gifts—The Marriage-chest — Guysbert Livingston—Robert " Second " and Clermont—John Spratt—Mary Leis-ler's Marriage—Arrival of Governor Slaughter—Leisler and Milborn Hanged—De Smit's Vlye and the New City Hall—The First Dutch Church and Its Bell.

       THERE was another distinguished refugee who had sought shelter at Hartford, and who was sharing the retreat of Stephanus Van Cortlandt. This was his brother-in-law, Robert Livingston, a Scotchman who had come to America in 1672, and who had soon  become  identified with the interests of the colony by purchasing large tracts of land on the east bank of the Hudson River. Robert Livingston was the descendant of a long line of Scotch ancestors, and was connected with the houses of Callendar, Bruce, Hepburn, etc. The family-tree of the Livingstons stretches back to

       1124.     They  were  Lords Livingston and Earls of Lin-
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       lithgow. The fifth lord, Alexander Livingston, was minister of Monnebrock, County Stirling; he married Barbara Livingston, of the house of Kylsyth. He was a firm adherent of the king, who put his daughter Mary under the personal guardianship of Lord Livingston, and she was brought up under his eye. Mary Livingston (the laird's eldest child) was the playmate of the princess and one of her most intimate friends. On the marriage of the Scotch heiress to the French king, Mary Livingston was appointed one of her maids of honor, and accompanied her royal mistress to France; and we may quote from Chalmers's " History of England " the following rhyme:

       Last night the Queen had four  MARIES,

       To-night she'll have but three; There were Mary Seton, and Mary Beaton,

       And Mary Livingston, and me.

       Lord Sempell married Mary Livingston and carried her away from the court of France, where the gossips of the day declared that she was greatly admired by his Koyal Highness Henri II., King of France and husband of Catharine de Medici. The brother of "the queen's Mary " was the father of the Eev. John Livingston, who was the father of Robert Livingston, first lord of the manor. The portrait of the Rev. John Livingston, painted by Frans Hals, is now in the possession of one of his American descendants, and shows a shrewd, handsome, clever face, with twinkling eyes and large
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       mouth, and the pointed beard of the period, shaded by the huge flapping-brimmed hat that was then the fashion.

       The Rev. John Livingston was a man of considerable note and influence in his own community, and was of course devoted to the cause of the exiled princes of the house of Stuart, and he was appointed by the Scotch kirk in 1649 to go to Breda and invite Charles Stuart to return to the home of his ancestors and resume the crown of Scotland. The exiled prince received the commissioner with great cordiality, and went so far as to partake of the communion at the hands of Dr. Livingston as a proof of his good faith, and took the oath of fidelity to " the holy league and covenant" by the direction of the cleric.

       The Rev. John Livingston is generally known in family parlance as " Mass John," from the stand that he took against the introduction of the Roman Catholic mass in Scotland. His outspoken views got him into trouble with the authorities and obliged him to beat a hasty retreat with his fellow-non-conformists to Holland, where he soon gathered around him a large congregation. Dr. Livingston possessed the gift of eloquence to a marvellous degree, and crowds of his fellow-countrymen flocked to hear him preach. He must also have acquired the language of the Dutch, for many of his nearers were drawn from the native families. The tale of his courtship and marriage to a lady of Rotterdam is very quaint and may be found in his own words
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       in a rare book written by one of his descendants, Mrs. Joseph Delafield. It was as follows :

       " She [Mary Fleming] had been recommended to me [as a wife], and for nine mos.  I  had been seeking direction from the Lord, who provided an occasion for our conference.  I  foregathered with her on my way to Meeting, and consulted with her aneut the text of the Discourse  I  was to preach. I found her confidence so spiritual that my mind was much cleared, and I saw that it was the Lord's will that I should marry her."

       Mrs. Livingston was indeed a pure-minded and lovely character, and charitable to an extreme degree. Mr. Watson, in his " Historic Tales of Olden Times," states : "  I  have seen an autograph letter from Robert Livingston's Mother, written from Amsterdam when in her 80th  year, and providing therein for his receiving out fifty  of that people at a time  (i.e.,  members of her late husband's congregation, who wished to join his son in the new world) as his working men, to serve seven years apiece for only food and raiment, all for the sake of freedom and liberty of conscience."

       These emigrants were assisted to come to America out  of the widow's private purse, and the sum that she disbursed was not intended to be repaid to her, although it came to a considerable amount.

       During  his life in Holland Dr. Livingston became a great favorite with the rich Dutch burghers, and apparently was intimate with the first Patroon of the Manor of  Rensselaerswyck. This acquaintance led to the dis-
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       cussion of the advisability of the removal of the Scotch congregation to the New World. The patroon was always willing to assist worthy people to  emigrate,  and he encouraged their settling on his  estates.  Dr. Livingston had a large family to provide for, and he was most anxious to emigrate and desirous that his congregation should accompany him in a body. The arrangements for such a wholesale emigration were expensive and complex, and the dominie made two fruitless attempts to reach the " promised land," as he called it, but he died in 1672 without leaving Holland, and on his death the enterprise was partly abandoned, although many of his flock moved to America at different times. Several of his family married and settled in Holland, which was partly their native land, not only by birth and adoption but also from their descent on the maternal side. Some of the sons removed to Scotland, and one daughter became the wife of Andrew Russell, a Scotchman who was living in Rotterdam.

       It is more than probable that Robert Livingston emigrated by the death-bed advice of his father, for he almost immediately left his widowed mother to the care of his elder brothers and sisters and sailed for the New Netherlands, where he arrived about 1674, at the same time that the Rev. Nicolaus Van Rensselaer came to settle on his father's American  estates,  armed with additional authority from King Charles II. to act as his majesty's chaplain in the colony. The young men seem

       to have been friends from early life and they continued
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       their friendship when they met on the bank of the Hudson Eiver.

       On July 22, 1685, Robert Livingston obtained the patent of the manor of Livingston from Governor Dongan. It contained 160,000 acres and was beautifully situated on the Hudson River, half-way between Mana-ha-ta on the south and Rensselaerswyck on the north, and opposite to the possessions of the patroon in the Catskills. The manor carried with it no title, as was the case with the Dutch plantations. Its owner was styled " Lord of the Manor," after the English fashion, but this title was not bestowed by the government, nor was it hereditary. The manor had been lawfully purchased from the Indian family that owned it on July 12,  1683, and the price given to them was fully stated in the title-deeds, and included blankets, duffles, shirts, stockings, axes, adzes, paint, twenty little scissors, twenty little knives, twenty little mirrors; the last being an especial gift to the women of the tribe which highly delighted them, but which caused a good deal of trouble to the proprietor. For whenever one was broken the squaw would return and demand that it be exchanged, and would take up her quarters in the great kitchen of the manor-house, and there she would remain; no coaxing or entreaties were able to move her until the " Laid' ; himself, with appropriate gravity and formal speech, presented her with a new one.

       Robert Livingston was a pious man, who had been

       carefully taught by his Dutch mother and had received
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       an especial training for the life of a pioneer. He understood surveying, had studied both Dutch and English law, and was in every way fitted, both by temperament and education, to manage the large estate which his thrift had enabled him to purchase, but he lived on his wild lands alone and had no wife to aid him by relieving him of the manifold cares of the small establishment that he maintained before making his great purchase of the manor.

       The romantic story of his marriage has been related by " a lady of the family of Livingston " in an unpublished sketch entitled " The Livingstons of the Manor." It seems that the Kev. Nicolaus Yan Bensselaer had married Alida Schuyler soon after his arrival in America. This lady was a native-born American woman, her father, Philip (Pieterse) Schuyler, having married the daughter of the director of Bensselaers-wyck, Brant (Arentse) Yan Slechtenhorst, and Madame Yan Eensselaer was the sister of Madame Stephanus Yan Cortlandt, and also had five brothers, all of them prominent in colonial affairs. After some years of a childless married life the dominie and his wife were one summer's day voyaging in their yacht from Mana-ha-ta to Rensselaerswyck, a trip that sometimes took a week to accomplish. Dominie Yan Bensselaer was noted for his soothsaying and second-sight, and several of his prognostications had been fulfilled, notably the one, already mentioned, that predicted the accession of

       Charles Stuart to the throne of England when he was a
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       homeless wanderer in Holland, and the dominie's words were received with awe and credulity. Dr. Van Rens-selaer was suddenly taken very ill on board of his yacht, and he declared that he had received a summons to the land of spirits, and hurriedly determined upon making his will, and insisted that his wife should not wait until they reached Eensselaerswyck, but that she should send at once for a lawyer to execute the instrument according to due form. The terrified woman ordered the yacht to be headed for the nearest shore, and a messenger was dispatched to search for a lawyer through the sparsely settled shores of the Hudson Eiver.

       Madame Yan Rensselaer was pleased to receive in answer to her summons her well-known friend Robert Livingston, who hastened to the bedside of the semi-unconscious roan, who was lying in the cabin. "What was the dismay of Madame Van Rensselaer when her husband raised himself on his elbow and gazed with glazed and fixed eyes on Mr. Livingston, and " then cried in a full tone : ' Bring any other man ; this one will become the husband of my wife.' No doubt the prediction produced the fulfilment," continues the account, "for it was not long before the marriage took place of the first lord of the Manor of Livingston to the widow of the poor dominie, who had been laid to rest in the grounds of Rensselaerswyck."

       Tradition says that it was owing to the ambition of this daughter of the Schuylers that the purchase and erection of the manor was made. She had enjoyed the

      

    

  